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Johnson & Johnson & ... pause

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Tennessee and Virginia 
Departments of  Health are 
halting use of  Johnson & 
Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine as 
federal officials investigate 
reports of  six people developing 
a rare and severe type of  blood 

clot after receiving the vaccine.
The decision of  local officials 

to suspend use of  the vaccines 
came hours after the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration and 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention called for a pause in 
the vaccine’s use as the FDA 
conducts an investigation into 

•Blood clot  
  reports bring 
  call for pause 

•Local 1-shot  
  vax clinics are
  put on hold

•FDA chief
  expects short  
  suspension

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Empty vials of Johnson & 
Johnson’s one-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine are seen 
at a mobile vaccination unit 
in New York.

While Tennessee has seen 
little growth in its rate of  new 
cases or active case count, the 
same can’t be said for the 
state’s northeast region, 
which has seen its new case 

rate, active case count and 
positive test rate rise over the 
past month.

Over the past two weeks, 
Tennessee’s active case count 
rose from 12,979 to 13,392, or 
about 3.1%. Northeast 
Tennessee, meanwhile, saw 

Region isn’t following 
state’s stable numbers

THERE’S 
MORE
What are vaccine 
passports? And 
why do some folks 
hate them? B6   
While most of us 
have weathered the 
pandemic, millions 
say they’re worse 
off financially. A6

COVID-19 IN NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

See VACCINE, Page A2

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See NUMBERS, Page A2

Lee budget 
has $5M 
for former 
courthouse

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

The former Ashe Street 
Courthouse could soon receive 
some tender loving care courtesy 
of  funding from the state of  
Tennessee.

Gov. Bill Lee has again 
included $5 million in his budget 
to help fund improvements to the 
building, an allotment that was 

originally 
included in his 
budget last year 
before the 
COVID-19 out-
break put the 
money on hold.

Johnson City 
Mayor Joe Wise 
and City 
Manager Pete 

Peterson traveled to Nashville in 
March to seek funding for the 
building, which serves as one of  
the major anchors for the West 
Walnut Street corridor.

Wise stressed that placement 
in the governor’s budget is just 
the first step. The budget will 
now go to the General Assembly 
for further review.

“We’re optimistic,” Wise said, 
noting that the request has sup-
port from the local legislative 
delegation. “I’m confident as that 
goes forward within the legisla-
tive process we’re going to be 
able to maintain support for that 
effort.”

Wise said multiple 

ASHE STREET

Spending plan goes to 
legislature; Johnson City 
mayor ‘optimistic’

See COURTHOUSE, Page A2

Don’t
just
sit there

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR WRITER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Tammy Davis isn’t having 

a baby, but that hasn’t 

stopped her from planning 

a baby — kitten — shower 

before the Washington 

County/Johnson City 

Animal Shelter’s busiest 

feline season gets off  to a 

roaring — meowing — 

start.

Davis, director of  the 

shelter, said the facility will 

host a “kitten shower” on 

Saturday from noon until 

5 p.m.

“It’s just like a baby 

shower, but for kittens,” 

Davis said. “We’re going to 

have a garden party outside 

the shelter. We’re asking for 

donations to help us pre-

pare for the upcoming 

kitten season that’s about to 

hit.”

Last year, the shelter took 

in 1,777 cats and kittens, 

with the bulk of  kittens 

coming in over the spring 

and summer months.

“It’s not uncommon in the 

Animal 
shelter’s 

‘kitten 
shower’   

a call for 
donations

Last year, the 
shelter took 
in 1,777 cats 
and kittens, 

with the bulk 
of kittens 
coming in 
over the 

spring and 
summer 
months.

See SHELTER, Page A2

THERE’S 
MORE
Gov. Bill Lee’s 
budget proposes a 
two-week sales tax 
holiday on restau-
rants, bars and gro-
ceries. The plan 
would cost the state 
$100M. A9

The Washington County/Johnson City Animal Shelter’s “kitten shower” will be held 
from noon to 5 p.m. on April 17. The “wish list” includes dry kitten food, kitten milk 
replacer, bottles and toys.
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