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A mechanical 

malfunction 

stalled a train in 

downtown Johnson 

City on Tuesday 

morning, blocking 

much of the central 

business district for 

almost an hour. The 

lead engine was 

stopped near a city 

salt storage facility 

at New Street, and 

intersections were 

blocked as far 

as University 

Parkway. Employees 

of Johnson City 

Transit and 

Greyhound Bus Line 

helped direct 

downtown traffic.

Virus took a bite out of crime
TENNESSEE CRIME STATISTICS

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Even a pandemic doesn’t stop 
criminal activity, but according 
to the latest Tennessee Bureau 
of  Investigation crime publica-

tion, there were fewer arrests 
across the state last year in 
nearly every category.

But Johnson City didn’t fare 
as well. There were 69 more 
crimes reported in 2020 than in 
2019.

In Group A offenses, which 

are crimes against a person, 
Johnson City saw increases in 
murders, forcible rape, forcible 
fondling, aggravated assault and 
stalking.

The population in Johnson 
City increased from 65,464 in 
2019 to 67,293 in 2020.

In the crimes against property 
statistics, the city showed 
increases in shoplifting, theft 
from a vehicle and theft of  
vehicle parts. In crimes against 
society, there were increases in 
animal cruelty and prostitution 
while there were decreases in 
drug violations and weapons 

Johnson City official says 
burns on main breaker 
created serious hazardFrom staff reports

    
The Tennessee Department of  

Environment and Conservation 
issued a code orange air quality 
alert for much of  the Tri-Cities 
Tuesday afternoon, which will be 
in effect through midnight on 

Wednesday.
Carter, 

Hawkins, 
Sullivan, Unicoi 
and 
Washington 
counties in 
Tennessee and 
Scott and 
Washington 
counties in 
Virginia are 
affected. 
According to a 
Facebook post 
from the 
department, 
wildfire smoke 
from the 
western U.S. is 
leading to ele-
vated PM2.5, or 
particles less 
than 2.5 
micrometers in 
diameter, 
across the state.

The greater Nashville and 
Clarksville metropolitan statis-
tical areas are also under a code 
orange.

“Wildfire smoke from the 
western US is making its way 
into TN and our air quality mon-
itors are recording elevated 
PM2.5 concentrations as a 
result,” the post read. 
“Tomorrow, plan for particles to 
reach levels in the Unhealthy for 
Sensitive Groups range (101-150). 
Members of  sensitive groups 
may experience health effects. 
The general public is less likely 
to be affected. Learn more about 

We’re in the 
uh-oh zone; 
air quality 
brings alert

Electrical 
panel was 
trigger for 
cutoff call

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

So long as the homeless shel-
ter’s owner takes steps necessary 
to prevent an electrical fire from 
breaking out, Johnson City will 
not reissue an order to discon-
nect power at the Haven of  
Mercy.

Johnson City Development 
Services Director Preston 
Mitchell said the city’s chief  
building official, Jeff  Canon, 
ordered electricity shut off  last 
Friday after a licensed electri-
cian, who the shelter hired to 
replace an electrical panel in the 
building’s annex, noticed that the 
panel’s main breaker was burnt. 
The city learned about the issues 
on Thursday afternoon.

The burns on the main 
breaker, Mitchell said, created a 
serious electrical hazard at the 
shelter. Additionally, plans had 
not been submitted to the city 
and permits had not been issued 
for the work.

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Johnson City’s chief building official 
and the owner of the Haven of Mercy 
agreed to prerequisites to prevent 
another power disconnection order.

TBI cites pandemic in statewide drop; JC numbers rise

CODE ORANGE

State agency says wildfire 
smoke from West raising 
region’s particulate count

THERE’S
MORE

What do the 
color codes 
EPA uses to 
symbolize  
air quality 
mean? Turn 
to A2 to find 
out.

TINy, BUT 
TROUBLE
How small is 2.5 
micrometers? 
“Think about a 
single hair from 
your head. The 
average human 
hair is about 70 
micrometers in 
diameter – making 
it 30 times larger 
than the largest 
fine particle.”

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
AGENCY

See ALERT, Page A2

See STATEWIDE, Page A2

TBI and DTF 
agents seized 
a 300-plant 
marijuana 
operation in 
Boones Creek 
on Tuesday.

CONTRIBUTED

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

A 300-plant marijuana patch 
was found and removed by the 1st 
Judicial Drug Task Force after 
officials received a tip the plants 
were there.

District Attorney General Ken 
Baldwin said Tennessee Bureau 
of  Investigation and task force 
agents seized the open growing, 

which was located in a “very 
wooded area.”

A TBI helicopter flew over the 
reported area and confirmed the 
plants were there.

“It was reported by a citizen and 
was located on land behind the 
former Our House restaurant on 
Highway 36,” Baldwin said.

Baldwin said there have been no 
arrests at this time, but the inves-
tigation was continuing. He said 
the TBI will destroy the plants.

Authorities find 300 pot plants growing at Boones Creek

HAVEN OF MERCy

See PANEL, Page A2

Stopped
on its

tracks ...

ROBERT HOUK/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Above, the 
train blocks 
the crossing at 
Founders Park. 
At left, the train 
is stopped on 
the tracks at the 
North Roan Street 
crossing.
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