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Gerard Stranch, 
a partner in the 
law firm that 
is handling the 
opioid lawsuit on 
behalf of local 
prosecutors, 
listens to 
Washington 
County Mayor   
Joe Grandy before 
Wednesday’s 
called commission 
meeting.

ROBERT HOUK/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Lakeside 
series hosts 
Southern 
Rebellion

From staff reports

  
Winged Deer Park’s free 

Lakeside Concert Series features 
the rambunctious Southern 
Rebellion at the Lakefront 
Festival Plaza Goulding 
Amphitheater on Thursday.

ABOUT THE BAND
The popular Tri-Cities group is 

a country and Southern rock 
band focused on creating original 
music that combines the high-en-
ergy sound of  rock and roll with 
the sincerity and twang of  
old-fashioned country music.

The five-member group 
emerged in 2012 after playing and 
having a good time in front of  
less than a dozen people at small 
gigs. Since that time, they have 
continued to expand their fan 
base and refine their sound.

Southern Rebellion has a fol-
lowing worldwide and impressive 
sales in Europe. They also can be 
heard on most U.S. radio sta-
tions. The band recorded their 
first EP titled “Southern Man” at 
The Sound Asylum in Boones 
Creek.

IF YOU GO
The Lakeside Concert Series 

offers a mix of  the area’s top 
talent. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring blankets or folding 
chairs to relax on the grassy hill-
sides. The location provides easy 
access, free parking, concessions, 
a playground and plenty of  room 
for social distancing.

The concert will be held from 7 
to 9 p.m. at Winged Deer Park’s 
Goulding Amphitheater, 199 
Carroll Creek Road.

Nashville’s Good Rockin’ 
Tonight will round out this 
year’s series on July 29.

For more information call 423-
283-5827.

THERE’S 
MORE
Some public health 
experts are urging 
state and local offi-
cials to spend the 
$26 billion settle-
ment of a federal 
opioid suit on 
fighting opioids. A2

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The Washington County 
Commission approved a resolu-
tion on Wednesday endorsing an 
undisclosed settlement in a 
pending lawsuit against parties 
alleged to be involved in facili-
tating opioid drug abuse and 

addiction in the region.
The resolution directs 1st 

Judicial District Attorney 
General Ken Baldwin and attor-
neys with the Knoxville law firm 
of  Branstetter, Stranch & 
Jennings to negotiate on the 
county’s behalf  to reach the 
“best terms consistent” with a 
confidential settlement proposal 
that commissioners heard during 

a 40-minute closed session with 

legal counsel.

Other local governments 

involved in the state lawsuit have 

also met this week to consider 

similar settlement agreements.

Meanwhile, jury selection is 

set to begin Thursday for the 

damages trial of  the so-called 

“Sullivan Baby Doe” lawsuit.

Washington County’s action 

came just hours after Tennessee 

Attorney General Herbert 

WINGED DEER PARK

Country, Southern rock 
band hits stage Thursday

A milestone“
”

Brewstillery 
opens in the 

first round of 
Tennessee Hills’ 

West Walnut 
expansion

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Tennessee Hills Brewstillery on 
West Walnut Street is open for busi-
ness.

The Brewstillery is in the former JRH 
Brewing building, and will produce 
both beer and spirits. Tennessee Hills 
owner Stephen Callahan told the Press 
in March when the project was first 
announced that the space will allow 

Co-owner 
Stephen 

Callahan said 
Tennessee Hills’ 

new Brewstillery 
on Johnson City’s 

West Walnut 
Street “will be a 

great addition 
to the vibrant 

business dynamic 
in Johnson City.”

JONATHAN ROBERTS/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The Brewstillery is in the former JRH Brewing 
building, the first part of a planned multimillion-
dollar project involving multiple properties on 
the West Walnut corridor.See MILESTONE, Page A2

Panel eyes ‘Baby Doe’ settlement
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

Attorneys directed to seek ‘best terms’ in local opioid suit; 
AGs announce $26B agreement in separate federal lawsuit

See SUIT, Page A2
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