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Delta’s here; what does it mean?
‘If you've not been vaccinated you're more at risk now than ever before.’

JAMIE SWIFT, Ballad Health

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The highly contagious delta 
coronavirus variant has been 
reported in Northeast Tennessee, 

officials from both the Northeast 
Regional Health Office and 
Sullivan County Regional Health 
Department confirmed on 
Thursday.

“Oh yeah, delta variant is 
being found all across the state,” 

Dr. Stephen May, medical 
director for the Sullivan County 
Regional Health Department, 
said when asked if  they had 
found the variant in Sullivan 
County. “We have confirmed pos-
itive lab results in Sullivan 
County.”

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention esti-
mates the delta variant is now 
the predominant strain in the 

U.S., accounting for 51.7% of  new 
infections (compared to 10.1% 
four weeks ago) — overtaking 
the alpha variant that spread 
throughout the nation earlier 
this year. The alpha variant, 
which was first identified in the 
United Kingdom, now accounts 
for just 28.7% of  new infections.

Statewide there have been at 

• Research from multiple 
countries shows the Pfizer 
shot and other widely used 
COVID-19 vaccines offer strong 
protection against the highly 
contagious delta variant. B6
     
• Do you need to take 
precautions at hotels if you’re 
vaccinated? Most people won’t 
need to, but it depends on your 
situation. B6

THERE’S MORE

See DELTA, Page A2

Highly contagious COVID-19 variant 
confirmed in Northeast Tennessee

Potential
job creator
is seeking 
more land

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

An international automotive 
components manufacturer 
looking to locate in the 
Washington County Industrial 
Park has asked for additional 
land for future expansion.

The county’s Commercial, 
Industrial and Agricultural 
Committee agreed Thursday “to 
convey 25 acres” in the industrial 
park to the Washington County 
Industrial Development Board 
that will be sold to a company 
now identified as “Project 
Stamp.”

In April, Washington County 
commissioners approved a pay-
ment-in-lieu-of-taxes, or PILOT, 
agreement for the same 
unnamed company to locate in 
the Telford park. Economic 

‘PROJECT STAMP’

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The company identified as “Project 
Stamp” wants to buy 25 acres next to 
the 380,000-square-foot former Alo 
Tennessee Inc. building in the industrial 
park as part of its plans to locate in 
Washington County.

Washington Co. looks at 
new deal for company it’s 
trying to lure to Telford

See LAND, Page A2
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DANIEL BOONE RIFLE TEAM

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

The Daniel Boone High School 
Marine Corps JROTC marks-
manship team hit a bullseye for 
the second time this year by 
bringing home a top-10 finish in 
a national air rifle competition.

The team finished in 8th place 
out of  50 teams at the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program 
National Three-Position Air Rifle 
Championship in Camp Perry, 
Ohio. Fifty of  the best marks-
manship teams in the nation are 
chosen to compete in the champi-
onship based on regional cham-
pionship scores. The DBHS team 

JROTC unit fires off a 
top-10 finish in nationals

The Johnson City Press’ 
staff  writers are back to 
share some of  their weekend 
plans, including lots of  binge-
watching shows on streaming 
services, travel and more.

KAYLA HACKNEY, STAFF WRITER:
I’ll probably head over to 

Brights Zoo this weekend to 

check out the new Penguin 
Cove exhibit and also prob-
ably feed the giraffes and visit 
with the other animals. My 
favorite are the ostriches. I’ll 

also probably spend some 

time binge-watching 

“MASH.” It’s a classic, and I 

highly recommend watching 

the whole series at least once, 

though it’ll definitely take 

longer than a weekend to get 

through all 11 seasons.

SARAH OWENS, STAFF WRITER:

This weekend I’m making 

Press Staff Writer 
Kayla Hackney 
photographed 

these giraffes at 
Brights Zoo.

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Press picks: Penguins & Pennsylvania
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See PICKS, Page A2

CONTRIBUTED

Lois Hartley, Nanchaya Bailey, Jaylee Hamilton, Olivia Lusk and Bryce Ellis competed in the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program National Three-Position Air Rifle Championship in Camp Perry, Ohio, where they placed eighth out of 50 
teams. See MARK, Page A2

War’s end?
Biden says US military operations to
end Aug 31, after nearly 20 years.  A6

AFGHANISTAN

.

NORTHWEST

Study links 
heat wave, 
climate 
change. A3
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