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Johnson City police traffic homicide investigators take 
measurements at the scene of a pedestrian fatality on 
Interstate 26 on Tuesday.

Pedestrian death 
shuts down I-26

JOHNSON CITY

Interstate 26 westbound lanes 
were eerily empty for hours 
Tuesday between the Okolona 
Road and University Parkway 
exits while Johnson City police 

investigated the death of  a pedes-
trian struck by a vehicle.

Police have yet to identify the 
pedestrian.

Johnson City Police 
Department Lt. Scotty Carrier 
said 911 received a call just 

Traffic 
diverted for 

hours as 
police work 

scene See PEDESTRIAN, Page A2

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Bill seeks 
family 
access in 
pandemic
Crowe would require some 
facilities to allow family 
caregivers visitation
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The chairman of  the 
Tennessee Senate’s Health and 
Welfare Committee is pushing 

passage of  leg-
islation to allow 
family mem-
bers to visit 
loved ones in 
certain medical 
facilities during 
a pandemic.

State Sen. 
Rusty Crowe, 
R-Johnson City, 
said the bill is a 

result of  stories he has heard 
from constituents during the 
COVID-19 pandemic of  family 
members not being granted 
access to their relatives being 

TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE

HOMETOWN COTTAGE

Business will 
be ‘boutique 
and gift store 
all in one’
Downtown boutique will 
offer items from creators 
and artists in Tennessee
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

When Melody Howard’s hus-
band temporarily lost his job in 
2017, the couple needed a way to 

support their five 
kids, so Melody 
got creative.

A longtime pro-
fessional photog-
rapher who also 
describes herself  
as a “crafty” 
person, Melody 
started making 

decorative signs and selling them 
from home and on social media 
— a project that gradually 
started taking over the house.

One of  Melody’s friends 

Tennessee law-
makers kicked off 
their annual ses-
sion Tuesday with a 
focus on how the 
state funds public 
schools, legislative 
maps and a new 
spending plan. A5

THERE’S 
MORE

See ACCESS, Page A2

Melody Howard

See BUSINESS, Page A2

Little Women tells 
the story of the 

March sisters and 
their family and 

friends during 
what is a 

tumultuous year 
while their father 

is serving in the 
Civil War. From 

left are cast 
members Caroline 

Peccia, Krista 
Wharton, Abby 

Raper, Margaret 
Siglin and 

Miranda Laurio.

CONTRIBUTED

‘Little Women’ ...
JONESBOROUGH REPERTORY THEATRE

... big message
This 

show’s 
themes 

feel 
especially 
relevant 

right now.

MARGARET

SIGLIN
‘Meg’

By Pam Johnson
    
The beloved classic “Little 

Women,” based on the novel by 
Louisa May Alcott, opens at the 
Jonesborough Repertory Theatre 
on Thursday.

Set in 1865, this story about the 
March sisters and their family 
and friends is an inspirational 
way to start the new year.

“‘Little Women’ is a very whole-
some tale,” said Miranda Laurio 
(who plays Jo), “but it deals with 
real problems and struggles too—
it embodies what it takes for a 
family to stay together and love 
each other no matter what, be it 
through anger and disagreement, 

through poverty and want, 
through success and joy, or sepa-
ration, even loss.”

The show revolves around the 
sisters and their relationship to 
each other during what is a tumul-
tuous year while their father is 
serving in the Civil War. Though 
the sisters are close, they still deal 
with disappointment, frustration, 
and bitterness as any siblings typ-
ically do. But their love is pow-
erful and helps them overcome 
these relational obstacles.

“This story is about the power 
of  love, perseverance, generosity, 
and forgiveness,” said Krista 

JRT brings 
classic family 

tale to life
FYI: Shows run Thursdays through Sundays, 
Jan. 13-30. Tickets are $17 general admission, $15 
for students and seniors. There is also a special 
group rate for parties of 15 or more.    
To buy tickets, call the Historic Jonesborough 
Visitors Center at 423-753-1010 or go online to 
jonesboroughtheatre.com. The theater is at 125.5 
W. Main St., Jonesborough. See JRT, Page A2

Crockett’s
girls dump  
streak. B1

CROCKETT 48, SCIENCE HILL 44
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