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•  Great Exhibitors 
•  Appalachian/Bluegrass/

Gospel Music
• 4-H Petting Zoo
• Little Kids Tractor Pull

•  Hog-Callin’ (Kids & Adults)
•  Cooking Demos
•  Chainsaw Carving,  

Charity Auction, and more!!
*Subject to change

      On a streak:
Opening night sees
33-, 26-point runs. B1

Surging cases
Drug-related incidents outpacing
local justice system resources.  A3
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Follow the Johnson City Press for breaking 
news, sports and information at johnsonci-
typress.com, on Facebook at facebook.
com/JohnsonCityPress and on Twitter at @
jcpress.
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‘He will be greatly missed’
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

From staff reports
     
Washington County 

Commissioner Mike Ford died 
over the weekend after a short 
hospitalization.

Ford was elected to represent 
District 15 and was serving his 
third term.

“Commissioner Ford served his 
District well and his first commit-

ment was always to his constitu-
ents,” said Commission 
Chairman Greg Matherly. “He 
loved his community and I will 
miss him.”

Ford served on the Agriculture 
Extension Committee, Committee 
for Resale of  Land, County 
Owned Property, Emergency 
Communications District 911 
Board, Rules and Employee 

Compensation and Benefits.
Ford retired this year from the 

Washington County Sheriff’s 
Office, where he was over food 
services for the detention center. 
He maintained one of  lowest 
costs per meal of  any detention 
facility in ‘Tennessee. 
Commissioner Ford was known 
for his “jailhouse cookies” that 
he baked for prisoners, commis-
sioners and county staff.

“Commissioner Ford was a 
great representative for his con-
stituents, and a thoughtful com-

missioner when it 
came time to 
vote,” said Mayor 
Joe Grandy. “He 
will be greatly 
missed, especially 
the way he led the 
Pledge of  
Allegiance at 
most commission 

and committee meetings. He 
always began with ‘let’s honor 
America,’ and for him, it was an 
honor to led the pledge and to 
serve his community.”

County officials mourn Commissioner Mike 
Ford, who died after short hospitalization

Ford

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Middle 
school shift 
‘gives us a 
few years’
With overcrowding, city’s 
continued growth in 
mind, transition on track  
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

With the goals of  easing over-
crowding and boosting the social 
development of  students, 
Johnson City Schools officials 
say they’re on track to transition 
to two middle schools beginning 
in August.

Currently, Johnson City stu-
dents in fifth and sixth grades 
attend Indian Trail Intermediate 
School before moving to Liberty 

Sidewalks, 
clearing K-8 
hurdles top 
story list
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

A lot has happened in 
Tennessee’s oldest town over the 
past year.

From the hiring of  a new town 
recorder, the installation of  the 
Jackson Theatre marquee, an 
alderman and local businessman 
purchasing the Parson’s Table 
and, of  course, the town 
breaking ground on its school 
project, among other happen-
ings, it was a busy year.

Here’s a look back of  some of  
the biggest stories from 
Jonesborough in 2021:

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Indian Trail Intermediate School will 
transition to a middle school next year. 

JOHNSON CITY

See MIDDLE, Page A2

JONESBOROUGH IN 2021

See STORY, Page A2

Steve Wilson took a

‘detour.’
Four hundred times.

CONTRIBUTED

Above, Steve 
Wilson pauses for 

a photo on the 
fire tower after 

his 400th hike up 
the Pinnacle 

Mountain Fire 
Tower trail.

‘You can either sit on the couch somewhere and eat everything
in sight and go straight to the graveyard, or you can take a little detour.’

STEVE WILSON

Steve Wilson has always loved 
the outdoors. That’s why he’s 
making his own little detour up 

the Pinnacle Mountain Fire 
Tower trail.

The 71-year-old made his 400th 
trek to the top of  the Pinnacle 
Mountain Fire Tower trail in 
Unicoi on Dec. 19. Wilson said he 
started keeping track of  his trips 
up the trail in 2015.

“I’ve been keeping track of  it 
since 2015, but I keep track of  all 
my steps,” Wilson said. “I’ve got 
Excel spreadsheets and I put 
down how many steps I walk 
every day.”

He’s trekked the 
Pinnacle Trail 400 
times ... since he 
started counting

See DETOUR, Page A2
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