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TEACHING RACE

Who’ll be next?

Muted lessons?
Teachers worry new
laws will be stifling. A3

‘Jeopardy’ fans have the question
down, but what’s the answer? D2
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TRI-CITIES FARMERS MARKETS

‘We operate it as a park program’
Bristol, Kingsport don’t face farmers
market fee issue: Cities run their markets
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Unlike Johnson City, the cities
of Kingsport and Bristol have
dedicated staff who manage their
respective farmers markets.
Those connections mean their

farmers markets don’t have to
pay rental fees to open on cityowned property.
Recently, the nonprofit organization that runs the farmers
market in Johnson City has been
concerned that a higher rate it’s
paying to rent the Founders Park
Pavilion could force them to look

for a venue outside the downtown area.
When it was managed by the
Johnson City Development
Authority, the farmers market
was paying $1 a year to rent the
Pavilion, a rate that eventually
increased to $125 a month.
In August, Johnson City terminated its contracts with the
JCDA and moved the management of downtown facilities

Shoppers donned
masks as they
perused the
goods during a
visit to the
Johnson City
Farmers Market in
August 2020.

See MARKETS, Page A2
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WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION
BLUE’S BREWS AIRSTREAM CAFE

Water, water
everywhere?
Working on it.
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Sarah Colson
hugs her great
Dane, Blue – the
inspiration for
the name of her
café: Blue’s
Brews Airstream
Cafe.
CONTRIBUTED

Washington County commissioners are expected to take a big
step later this month to reaching
their goal of providing water service to rural areas of the county.
The county’s Budget
Committee has
voted to send a
resolution to commissioners on
June 28 containing what
Washington
County Mayor Joe
Grandy has
Grandy
described as a list
of 15 water line extension projects covering 48 months of work.
That priority list was developed by the county’s Water Task
Force last month.
The mayor said the estimated
cost of the projects on the list
totals more than $8 million, and
will impact “several hundred
residents” in many different
rural communities of the county.

Grounds ...
for optimism
Dedicated to coffee, dogged
by COVID, café owner puts
2020 behind, looks ahead

Blue’s Brews is now
at the intersection
of West Market
and John Exum
Parkway.

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Sarah Colson developed a love
for making coffee while working
at a local coffee shop in college,
leading her to start selling cold
brew from her gym “just to see if
I was any good at it and just to
have fun, basically.”
Turns out, she was — and
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See OPTIMISM, Page A2

SARAH COLSON
Blue’s Brews
Airstream Cafe

KEEPING FUNDING OPTIONS OPEN
The resolution doesn’t specify
how those projects will be
funded. Grandy said the funding
options should be left open while
officials learn more about how
the county might use a portion of
the $25.5 million it will receive
from the American Rescue Plan
Act for expanding water service.
“If we can be a little flexible
moving forward, we might be
able to stretch those dollars,”
Grandy said
The mayor said the county has
also discussed borrowing money
to create a designated fund for
water line extensions.
Commissioners have made
extending water lines for firefighting services and household
consumption one of its top priorSee WATER, Page A2
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To suggest a story, call 722-1330
To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509
For display advertising, call 929-3111
To subscribe, call 722-0510

High

Ernest “Sonny” Gouge
Bethira “Beth” Nevils
Hopson
Gary Timothy “Tim” Hurt
Ray Tuason Macomb

Low

87 65
Chance
of showers

County
leaders to
consider
list of 15
water line
projects
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WATER
NUMBERS
15: Number of
projects on the priority
list developed by the
Water Task Force

$8,000,000-plus:
Estimated cost of
those projects
214: Miles of
Washington County
roadway with no
access to public water
359: Number of
projects on a 2019
engineering report

$40,000,000:
Rough estimate to
extend water service
to all 359 projects

INSIDE
James “Jim” Spence
Thompson
JOHNSON CITY
Garnie “G.B.” Byrd
Donna Faye Myers Fair

James Edward “Jim”
Hileman
ELIZABETHTON
Berley Clemons
Ruby Carol Hodge Treadway

KINGSPORT
Donald Richard White
PINEY FLATS
Harriet Smoak Kessler

Best Shots E4
Celebrations E8
JC history A2
Local A8
TV listings A7

