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Four recruiting agencies 
interviewed by city 
commissioners
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City commissioners 
are preparing to make perhaps 

the most consequential decision 
of  their tenure.

After about 15 years in the 
position, City Manager Pete 
Peterson is planning to retire at 
the end of  2021. As commis-
sioners gear up to pick his 
replacement, the body inter-
viewed four national search 
firms over the span of  two hours 
last Thursday.

The four recruiting agencies — 

Baker Tilley, Strategic 
Government Resources, Slavin 
Management Consultants and 
Colin Baenziger & Associates — 
were whittled down from an ini-
tial list of  10 that responded to 
the city’s recent request for pro-
posals.

To narrow down the candi-
dates, Human Resources 
Director Steve Willis evaluated 
each firm’s public sector experi-

ence, their number of  place-
ments and what percentage of  
their placements were city man-
agers versus other positions. 
Mayor Joe Wise also received all 
10 proposals.

“Clearly these four had the 
greatest percentage of  place-
ments in the public sector — 
some exclusively public sector,” 
Willis said.

Commissioners hope to make 

their decision about the search 
firm during their meeting on 
Thursday, May 6, but there 
seemed to be agreement during 
the meeting last week that 
Strategic Government Resources, 
or SGR, was the preferred choice. 
Commissioners also noted that 
Baker Tilly, a firm the city is 
working with to fill a position at 

Who will pick the city manager?

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

It might be hard to believe today, 
but when Johnson City commis-
sioners were first presented with 
the idea of creating Winged Deer 
Park, there were some who were 
skeptical of its location.

It was the late 1980s, and the J. 
Norton Arney family farm was 
purchased by the city in hopes of  
developing a recreational complex 
near the banks of Boone Lake.

Several city leaders at the time 
thought a park on the Arney 
farm would be too far of  a drive 
for many Johnson City residents.

Nonetheless, Winged Deer 
Park was established in 1991.

Thirty years later, the 
sprawling 200-acre site, located at 
4137 Bristol Highway, has 
become one the most popular 
and most identifiable parks in 
Johnson City. The original 
Arney farmhouse is now the 
city’s Parks and Recreation 
administration office.

The complex includes five 
lighted softball fields, batting 
cages and an 18-hole disc golf  
course. The lakefront area pro-
vides boating access,  handicap 
accessible boardwalk and an 
amphitheater and festival space.

The park’s historical area features 
the Robert Young Cabin, which is 
one of Johnson City’s oldest dwell-
ings, the Massengil Monument and 
the James H. Quillen Historical Tree 
Arboretum.

Clockwise from above, a playground at 
the waterfront portion of Winged Deer 
Park; a visitor looks at the Massengil 
Monument with the Arney Farmhouse in 
the background; and the Robert Young 
Cabin, one of the area’s oldest 
residences that was originally located 
along Knob Creek and moved to the 
Winged Deer site.

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Players enjoy one of the five lighted softball fields at Winged Deer Park.

Fun, history 
can be found 
at Winged Deer

You can tell if  a restaurant is 
going to be successful long-term 
through its ability to anticipate 
and adapt to changes in both the 
market and in its customer base. 
“Adapt or Die” is the slogan one 
of  my restaurateur friends uses 
when explaining what keeps him 
coming to work every day of  the 
week. You keep continually 
evolving your business, con-
stantly adapting to current 
trends whenever possible or nec-
essary.

One such restaurant that 
makes a habit of  successful adap-
tation and evolution is Mona 
Lisa’s Gelato & Café.

Owners Sheridan and Steve 
Nice were the folks who intro-
duced Johnson City to the deli-
cious difference between gelato 
and what the rest of  us were 
calling ice cream. In addition, the 
classically-trained Sheridan 
evolved the Mona Lisa menu to 
include some of  the best original 
sandwiches and other light fare 
being served for lunch or for 
supper.

Mona Lisa Gelato & Café occu-
pies the left-most storefront at 
305 W. Oakland Ave. in Johnson 
City. There is a cozy little patio 

Adapting spells sweet success for Mona Lisa’s Gelato & Café

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

If not in the mood for sweets, a meat loaf sandwich is also on the menu.
As the name says, there is gelato at 
Mona Lisa’s Gelato & Café.

MYSTERY DINER

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Since he first moved to Johnson City from 
Florida in high school, Dr. Arthur Belanger 
been in love with the area.

And even though his career has taken him 
from Chattanooga to Des Moines, Iowa, and 
Greeneville, he’s always made his way back. In 

2021, he and his 
family moved 
back to 
Johnson City, 
where 
Belanger 
works as a 
podiatrist with 
Holston 
Medical Group.

Why did you 
become a 
doctor? 

When I was 
younger, I had 
the opportu-
nity to volun-
teer and 
observe at local 

hospitals growing up, and I also had the chance 
to learn what it was like to be a physician from 
my father. However, I’ve grown to learn what 
drives people to do something is rarely done 
with any true appreciation of  what will be felt 
once they are doing it. To that end, I didn’t 
trying realize how satisfying it is to work with 

Love of area 
spurs return

DR. BELANGER BRIEFLY 

Favorite 
movie: 
“Princess 
Bride”
Favorite 
local restau-
rant: Main 
Street Pizza 
or Cootie 
Brown’s
Coffee or tea: Coffee
Favorite place you’ve visited: 
Rock Creek and Cooper Trail or 
anywhere with my family
Dogs or cats: Dogs

5 QUESTIONS WITH HMG PODIATRIST 
DR. ARTHUR BELANGER

See GELATO, Page A2

See PICK, Page A2

See QUESTIONS, Page A2

http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B8&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B7&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=849fd5c2-b205-50d0-92b1-015e0db61767

