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Happy return

Researcher
studying heart,
mutation link. A8

Derrick Henry scored three times
in a return trip to his hometown. B1
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Esports Bucs’ voices

NEW JONESBOROUGH SCHOOL

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Heavy equipment has been assembled on the site of the
new Jonesborough K-8 school, which will be built on a
48-acre tract located at the corner of North Cherokee
Street and Thomson Meadow Lane.
Colleen Sharkey

Equipment set
to break ground
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Earthmoving equipment stands ready to begin
work at the site of the new Jonesborough K-8
school, which will be built on a 48-acre tract
located at the corner of North Cherokee Street
and Thomson Meadow Lane.
Late last month, Washington County commissioners and the Jonesborough Board of Mayor
and Aldermen approved revisions to the town’s
lease-to-own agreement with Washington
County to build the new school.
The facility is now expected to cost $10 million
more than originally estimated, bringing the
total construction cost to $42.75 million. BurWil
Construction Inc. has been named the primary
contractor for the project.
The new school is being funded through a
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Spencer Jedrzejek tried out for ETSU’s “Overwatch” team. He didn’t make it, but now he is one of the team’s broadcasters.

Levi Everroad

See BREAK, Page A2

Students find voices keeping fans engaged
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Two years ago, Spencer Jedrzejek
was an engineering student with an
interest in esports.
And so when East Tennessee State
University announced the creation of
an esports, or competitive video
gaming, team in late 2019, Jedrzejek
wanted to be involved, and tried out for
the “Overwatch” team. Unfortunately,
Jedrzejek didn’t have the gaming skills
to make the team — but that didn’t stop
him from wanting to be involved with
the program.
“I wanted to do anything with this
team in any way,” Jedrzejek said. “I
wanted to be a player first (but) after
the first tryout I realized like, oh, I
suck compared to all these players —
in comparison to some of the people I
now call my friends.”
While his gaming abilities didn’t land
him a role as a player on the team, he
did find a role with them — one that
allows him to still use his expertise and

‘I’ve turned something
that two-and-a-half years
ago I didn’t even consider
could be a possible
career for me into
something that could be
a career for me.’
SPENCER JEDRZEJEK,
ETSU esports broadcaster
knowledge of the game as a commentator for the team’s matches. It’s a role
that’s also showed him a career in
esports isn’t just a faraway dream, but
a realistic option he plans to pursue by
returning to school after he graduates
to get a graduate certificate in esports
management from ETSU.
“I’ve turned something that two-anda-half years ago I didn’t even consider
could be a possible career for me into
something that could be a career for

me,” Jedrzejek said, “and I’m thankful
every day that (Head Esports) Coach
Jeff (Shell) and Leigh Nutter, the production manager for ETSU Esports,
has allowed me to continue doing this.”
Joining Jedrzejek as broadcasters for
this season are Levi Everroad, Chris
Moser and Colleen Sharkey. It’s their
job to bring energy to the matches, call
the game, explain what is going on
in-game and breakdown various
matchups, all while doing everything
they can to keep viewers engaged.
“I always say the role of a broadcaster is just to kind of communicate
what is going on, but as the only people
who really get to talk when a game is
going on, we need to do so much to,
one, get people interested, and two, get
people to stay there and watch the
game more than just ‘Oh, my son is
playing’ or ‘Oh, my best friend is on the
team’,” Jedrzejek said.
Like Jedrzejek, Sharkey said having
a knowledgeable and skilled broadcaster is “key for fan engagement.”
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Stories from the Pumpkin Patch will be held on Saturday.

Tipton-Haynes offering
spooky fun for Halloween
From staff reports

Storytelling, pumpkins and hot apple cider are
on the agenda Saturday as Tipton-Haynes
Historical Site celebrates its 28th annual Stories
from the Pumpkin Patch.
Events start at 3 p.m. with a variety of fall and
Halloween craft stations, hot apple cider and

See VOICES, Page A2

See SPOOKY, Page A2

MYSTERY DINER

Barrel House provides comfortable dining in Jonesborough
Recently, my dining partner
and I decided to dine at the
Barrel House in historic downtown Jonesborough and take
along our friend, the Retiree.
Parking spaces on
Jonesborough’s Main Street are
at a premium these days. Our
5 p.m. arrival at Courthouse
Square meant we were able to
park close to the Barrel House.
Additional and convenient
parking is located behind the
courthouse itself, giving you a
pleasant walk to Main Street.
FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Built at the turn of the last
century, the Barrel House’s
entry is a pair of glass-fronted
double doors, floors of three-inch
wide yellow pine that have a honey-golden patina from years of
use, and make an agreeable
squeak when you walk on them.

The garden salad
was assembled
from leaf spinach
and torn iceberg
lettuce leaves,
together with
chopped tomato,
sliced onion, green
cucumber chips
and a fine shred of
Cheddar/Monterey
Jack mixed cheese
grated on top.

One of the former display windows has been converted into a
stage for weekend musical performances. Near the front doors
is a cashier and carry-out
counter fronting a dining room
accommodating 40 or so, with

more tables in an upstairs loft to
handle the overflow. There is
also an outdoor patio off this
upstairs loft. A unisex restroom
is located at the right rear of the
CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER
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The Retiree’s pulled pork plate took top honors for the evening.
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