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ETSU president addresses 
coaching controversy     
in email to students

T
im McKinney and his family 

are seeing the results this 

spring of  years of  their work to 

beautify Oak Hill Cemetery. They 

spent 13 years planting tulips, daffo-

dils, Yoshino cherry and redbud trees 

at Oak Hill. The 151-year-old ceme-

tery, which is located on Whitney 

Street near Founders Park, is the 

final resting place for Johnson City 

founder Henry Johnson and Col. 

LeRoy Reeves, who designed the 

Tennessee state flag. Individuals who 

want to make contributions for the 

upkeep of  the historic cemetery or to 

help buy flowers for the cemetery can 

send contributions to 205 Rector Lane, 

Limestone, TN, 37681.

Noland:
Healing 
will ‘take 
time’

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

In an email to students Friday, 
East Tennessee State University 
President Brian Noland 
addressed the controversy sur-
rounding the resignation of  
men’s basketball Coach Jason 

Shay, writing 
that “healing is 
going to take 
time, but I am 
committed to 
improving and 
continuing to 
support our 
student athletes 
as well as all of  
our students, 
faculty and 
staff.”

The email 
comes after 
days of  outrage 
over Shay’s 
sudden resigna-
tion, which 
many believed 
to be a result of  
his support for 
his team 

kneeling during the national 
anthem to call attention to racial 
injustice.

“Over the course of  the past 
few weeks, significant internal 
and external focus has been 
placed upon the campus of  East 
Tennessee State University,” 
Noland wrote. “The diversity and 
intensity of  this scrutiny is pal-
pable, as are the associated feel-
ings of  pain, hurt, and anger.

“Universities are curators of  
the truth and we have a responsi-
bility to serve as common ground 
for debate, dialogue, discovery, 
and understanding, all of  which 
occur with a purposeful sense of  
civil discourse,” he continued. “I 
have spoken with many across 
our campus who are disheart-
ened by these recent events and 
feel like ETSU is not a place 
where they belong. I am pained 
that our community is hurting 
and I want to reassure each of  
you that ETSU is committed to 
being an inclusive institution 
where all are welcome to explore 
ideas and opportunities for 
growth and expression.”

ETSU

UT assistant 
Desmond Oliver is 
one of the four 
finalists for the job 
as head basketball 
coach at East 
Tennessee State as 
the university is 
expected to make 
an announcement 
on a successor to 
Jason Shay early 
next week. B1

THERE’S
MORE

Washington County Mayor Joe 
Grandy is not considering a new 
mask order “at this time” during 
a rise of  COVID-19 cases and hos-

pitalizations, though he said the 

option is still on the table.

“I’ve always left that option 

open,” Grandy said in an inter-

view with the Press earlier this 

week. “It’s something we’ll watch 

— I think this spike was predicted, 

and for me I’m just going to watch 
the severity of  it and hospitaliza-
tions are always a key.”

Asked if  there was a certain 
threshold for new cases or hospi-
talizations at which he would con-
sider issuing a new masking 
order, Grandy said it’s more about 
trends than day-to-day numbers, 
noting that high new case counts 
will lead to a corresponding 

Cases up; new mask 
order not in works

History
in bloom

WASHINGTON COUNTy

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Washington County Mayor Joe 
Grandy announces a county-wide 
mask requirement in July 2020 at 
the Washington County Courthouse.

Mayor says he looks at trends more 

than numbers, but option on the table 
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See MASK, Page A2

Connect Downtown Johnson 
City, a Tennessee Main Street 
organization, is seeking appli-
cants to open a retail market-
place in the downtown district.

The organization received a 
Placemaking Grant from the 

Tennessee Department of  
Economic and Community 
Development in 2020. Funds in 
the grant are designed to support 
a business owner to lease a large 
first-floor space that will be filled 
with artists, makers and 
retailers.

To be eligible for the grant, 
business owners must complete 
the upcoming CO.STARTERS 
workshop series.

An additional opportunity pro-
vided under the Placemaking 

Grant is for funding to support 

local entrepreneurs to open a 

short-term pop up shop in the 

district.

“Through our DowntownNOW 

marketing, we have been able to 

showcase some available proper-

ties downtown and share the sto-

ries of  several successful busi-

ness owners in our district,” said 

Johnson City Development 

Authority Executive Director 

Connect Downtown Johnson 
City, the Chamber of  
Commerce of  Johnson City/
Jonesborough and Sync Space 
are partnering to offer a pro-
gram intended to help get new 
businesses off  the ground.

CO.STARTERS is a nine-week 
cohort-based program that is 
designed to equip aspiring 
entrepreneurs with the 
insights, relationships, and 
tools needed to turn ideas into 
action. The program is for 

Downtown Johnson City’s in the market for a ... marketplaceDowntown Johnson City’s in the market for a ... marketplace
$50K grant meant to help 
someone open space for 
artists, makers, retailers
From staff reports From staff reports

Next session to help aspiring 
entrepreneurs begins April 13

See ENTREPRENEURS, Page A2

See HEALING, Page A2

See DOWNTOWN, Page A2
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