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By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City provided little new 
information Monday about why it 
attempted to shut off  power at the 
Haven of  Mercy homeless shelter last 
Friday.

The city did provide a copy of  an 
order issued by Chief  Building Official 
Jeff  Canon, which repeats a section of  
city code that states the chief  building 
official has the authority to disconnect 

power and other utilities if  they pose a 
danger to inhabitants.

The order asks that service be dis-
connected from the property, located at 
123 W. Millard St., until it’s cleared by a 
city inspector.

Reached Monday afternoon, Canon 
directed a Johnson City Press reporter 
to the city’s media relations depart-
ment.

The Press requested an interview 
with a city official on Monday morning 
and asked for more information about 
a fire code enforcement inspection that 

the Haven of  Mercy passed on Tuesday, 
July 13 — days before the city 
attempted to shut off  the shelter’s 
power.

An attorney representing the home-
less shelter, Devon Muse, provided the 
Press with a copy of  the inspection 
report on Friday.

The city did not provide any context 
Monday about the inspection report, 
and no one at the city was made avail-
able Monday for an interview. City 

WASHINGTON COUNTy SCHOOLS

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Officials with Washington County Schools are 
holding community meetings this week to get 
input on how to spend new money from the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief  Fund.

Jerry Boyd, the county’s 
director of  schools, said his 
system is expected to receive 
$11.9 million in the latest 
round of  allocations from the 
federal pandemic relief  fund.

“These funds may be used 
for one-time expenditures and 
should primarily focus on sup-
porting students’ academic 
needs in order to accelerate 
learning after the COVID-19 

pandemic,” Boyd said in a statement posted on 
the school system’s website at wcde.org. “These 

Officials want 
to know how 
to spend funds

Boyd

County to receive $11.9M in federal 
pandemic relief money

City officials stay mum 
on Haven power issue
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Haven of Mercy attorney Devon Muse speaks to BrightRidge 
employees outside the homeless shelter on Friday

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — Seth Whitehead, 
14, is working on a project that is not 
only important in his own life, but also 
should have an impact on the commu-
nity.

It is a project he is undertaking as a 
key part of  his effort to become an 
Eagle Scout. Even more important, his 
project is designed to help a commu-
nity remember four young men who 
died while working to defend the town 
of  Hampton from a forest fire on 
Jenkins Mountain on Feb. 27, 1954.

Whitehead said the four who were 
killed include 15-year-old Robert 
Simerly, a volunteer with the 
Hampton/Valley Forge Volunteer Fire 
Department, and three employees of  
the Tennessee Division of  Forestry: 
Herman Carden, Kenneth Pierce, and 
Jerry Woods. All three were 19 years 
old. Somehow, most people in the com-
munity have no knowledge of  the 
tragedy, and Whitehead wants to 
change that by leading an effort to 
raise funds to purchase a memorial for 
the four young men.

“Nothing currently exists for these 
brave men who died protecting our 
community,” Whitehead said. “I do not 
want my generation and future genera-
tions to forget the sacrifice of  these 
brave men who died protecting it.’’

To raise the money for the memorial, 
Whitehead has been preparing to host 
a car show at the State Line Drive-In on 
U.S. Highway 19E in Elizabethton on 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
registration fee is a donation to the 
planned memorial.

Whitehead certainly understands the 
dangerous role that members of  the 
Tennessee Division of  Forestry play 
during forest fires. His father is Capt. 
Greg Whitehead, a fire investigator 

with the division. But he and his dad 
were like most in the community, 
unaware of  the tragedy from nearly 70 
years ago. That is, they were unaware 
until another Division of  Forestry 
member, James Heaton, told them the 
story.

Heaton said he had been seeking to 
make the public aware of  the four 
young men since he learned the story 

Eagle Scout project focuses on 1954 fire victims

CONTRIBUTED

Seth Whitehead shows off the many trophies that will be awarded at Saturday’s car show.

CONTRIBUTED

Left, an image shows how the bench will look, with the names of the four men, date of their deaths and logos. Right, a monument will show the 
location on Jenkins Mountain where the men perished and include scripture from the Bible.

Recalling forgotten heroes

Car show to be held at State 
Line Drive-In Saturday 
to raise funds for monuments

See HAVEN, Page A2

See SCOUT, Page A2

See SPEND, Page A2

SULLIVAN BABy DOE CASE

By J.H. Osborne
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

Jury selection is scheduled to begin Thursday 
for the damages trial in the Sullivan Baby Doe 
opioids lawsuit. But that might not be necessary 
as multiple, if  not all, local governments 
involved as plaintiffs in the case appear to be 
rushing to consider a potential settlement.

Kingsport City Manager Chris McCartt con-
firmed to the Times News the Kingsport Board 
of  Mayor and Aldermen “will consider a resolu-
tion regarding the opioid litigation” at its 
meeting Tuesday, although that resolution had 
not yet been added to the agenda.

Multiple meetings raise 
settlement possibility

See SETTLEMENT, Page A2
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