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It’s beginning to look ...
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Property tax bills will soon be 
in the mail for Washington 
County residents.

County Trustee Rick Storey 
said Tuesday his office mailed 
2,500 vouchers earlier this week 
to veterans and elderly resi-

dents who have previously qual-
ified for state property tax relief  
programs. The trustee said 
property tax bills are also 
expected to be in the mail later 
this week.

The trustee expects to send 
out 65,000 property tax bills this 
year. Residents have until Feb. 
28 to pay those bills without 
penalty.

Washington County’s prop-
erty tax rate this year remains 
unchanged at $2.15 for every 
$100 of  assessed value.

The trustee said a backlog 
among the county’s vendors has 
delayed those tax notices from 
going out any sooner.

“With that many going out, 
not everyone will be getting 
their bill on the same day,” 
Storey said.

... a lot like tax time, as county gears up to mail notices
‘Not 

everyone will 
be getting 

their bill on 
the same 

day.’
RICK STOREY

Washington 
County trustee

WASHINGTON COUNTY PROPERTY TAXES

See PROPERTY, Page A2 JOHNSON CITY PRESS

In this 2017 photo, crews work on the 
road project at the intersection of 
North State of Franklin Road and Indian 
Ridge Road.

City weighs 
$350K suit 
settlement
over project
Construction company 
sued over added costs for 
intersection, bridge work
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City could pay 
$350,000 to settle a lawsuit filed 
by a Bluff  City construction com-
pany, which claimed that delays 
and incorrect plans made them 
incur added costs on a city 
project.

During their meeting 
Thursday, city 
commissioners 
will consider a 
mediated settle-
ment agree-
ment with 
Baker’s 
Construction 
Services, which 
states that the 

city will pay $350,000 plus the 
cost of  mediation. The agree-
ment was reached without an 
admission of  fault by either 
party.

The company had initially 
demanded $1.1 million in a law-
suit filed in Washington County 
Chancery Court in August 2019. 
The dispute was ordered to medi-
ation by Chancellor John Rambo, 
and the settlement depends on 
approval by the City 
Commission.

BACKGROUND
According to the company’s 

initial complaint, Johnson City 
hired Baker’s Construction 
Services in November 2016 to 
complete road and bridge 
improvements to the intersection 
of  North State of  Franklin Road 
and Indian Ridge Road.

The roughly $5.2 million 
project included widening a two-
lane bridge over the CSX railroad 
to five lanes. Johnson City hired 
a firm, Gresham Smith and 
Partners, to develop drawings for 
the project and another com-
pany, Smith Seckman Reid Inc., 
to provide inspection and over-
sight.

Tysinger, Hampton and 
Partners, a surveyor Baker’s 
Construction hired to monitor 
the railroad tracks, discovered 
that the drawings developed by 
Gresham Smith and Partners 

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY COMMISSION

‘It's 
beneficial to 
all parties to 

be able to 
wrap it up.’

SUNNY SANDOS
city attorney

See PROJECT, Page A2

COLORS OF CHRISTMAS PROGRESSIVE DINNER

CONTRIBUTED

The 43rd Progressive 
Dinner combines 
food, history and 
entertainment served 
up at four locations.

Jonesborough 
event in 43rd 
year; dinner 
raises funds 
for Heritage 
Alliance 
educational
programs

Take a taste 
of Christmas

From staff reports
    
The Colors of  Christmas 

Progressive Dinner is a traditional 
start to the holiday season for many 
people in the region, and tickets are 
on sale now.

What: Now in its 43rd year, the 
Progressive Dinner combines food, 
history and entertainment. The event 
takes place at four locations, with 
guests moving to each location as the 
evening progresses.

The event includes seasonal music 
by several of  the area’s finest musi-
cians, including the Jonesborough 
Novelty Band.

When: The Heritage Alliance will 
host the Colors of  Christmas 
Progressive Dinner on Saturday, Dec, 
4 at 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7:40 p.m.

About the event: The dinner will start 
at the Chuckey Depot Museum, a 
restored train depot and 
Jonesborough’s newest museum. The 
event will continue at a pre-Civil War 
frame house on Woodrow Avenue 
that was once a school. The next stop 
will be dinner at the McKinney 
Center at Booker T. Washington 
School, and dessert will take place in 
a beautifully restored home on East 

See DINNER, Page A2
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