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TBI asked to investigate 
incident at parking lot
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

District Attorney General Ken 
Baldwin said a Johnson City 
police officer’s daughter was the 
person who shot a man early 
Saturday in the Cherry Street 
parking lot.

“As I understand it, there were 
shots coming from a parking lot. 
She had access to a handgun,” 
Baldwin said, further explaining 

that the 
woman didn’t 
have the 
weapon on her, 
but apparently 
retrieved it 
from her car.

“She goes 
(there) and she 
was under the 
impression he 
was going to shoot somebody. 
She shot at him first to keep him 
from doing this,” Baldwin said.

Because of  the relationship to 
the city police department and 
the woman, Baldwin said the 
Tennessee Bureau of  

Investigation was asked to 
handle the probe.

The victim, a black man whose 
identity hasn’t been released, 
was hit near the head and nicked 
by another bullet, Baldwin said, 
but the injuries were not life 
threatening.

The man was transported to 
Johnson City Medical Center for 
treatment.

“This guy is a convicted felon 
... they did find a gun near him,” 
Baldwin said.

No charges have been filed. 
Baldwin said the TBI’s investiga-
tion would determine if  charges 
are warranted.

City officer’s daughter 
involved in shooting: DAG

Deal to be used in effort 
to land over 200 jobs 
for Washington County
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County commis-
sioners approved a payment-in-
lieu-of-taxes agreement 
Monday that economic develop-
ment officials hope will lure an 
international auto components 
manufacturer to the 
Washington County Industrial 
Park.

The PILOT deal for the 

unnamed company, which is 
being called “Project Stamp,” 
could result in 206 new jobs in 
Washington County.

The motion passed in a vote 
of  13 to 1, with Commissioner 
Robbie Tester casting the lone 
“no” vote. Commissioner Kent 
Harris was absent from 
Monday’s meeting.

Alicia Summers, vice presi-
dent of  business development 
for the Northeast Tennessee 
Regional Economic 
Partnership, said the company 
— with 26 production facilities 
in 10 countries — is looking at 
sites in Tennessee, Michigan 

Event will be held 
across Johnson City 
on Saturday
From staff reports

Johnson City residents will 
soon have an opportunity to 
get rid of  clutter they’ve accu-
mulated over the past year.

The city’s Public Works 
Department will hold its 
annual Johnson City Spring 
Cleanup on Saturday, May 1. 
The event will offer residents 
an opportunity to clear out 
unwanted household items 
that city crews don’t normally 
collect.

To participate, residents 
must drop off  items at one of  
four collection sites, or they 
can place items at the curb in 
front of  their homes for 
pickup.

Items must be at the curb by 
7 a.m. on Saturday, May 1. 
Residents who choose to drop 
off  their items can bring them 
to the parking lot at one of  the 
following locations from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.:

• Intersection of  Legion 
Street and East State of  
Franklin Road.

• Intersection of  
Morningside Drive and 
Pactolas Road (Lot C).

• 120 Carroll Creek Road 

Don’t need it; 
you can get rid 
of it during
Spring Cleanup

CONTRIBUTED

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

If  all goes according to plan, 
Jonesborough could break 
ground on its K-8 school project 
by fall.

And, so long as pandemic-re-
lated supply issues or other 
unforeseen challenges don’t 
delay its construction, the first 
students could walk through the 
school’s doors in time for the 
2023 academic year.

“This project is really a bigger 
deal for our entire community 
and county than just the town of  
Jonesborough,” Jonesborough 
Mayor Chuck Vest said. “It cer-
tainly will benefit our town resi-
dents and future tax revenue, but 

more importantly this facility 
will give our county the opportu-
nity to be a leader in educational 
opportunities for students in all 
of  upper eastern Tennessee.”

ABOUT THE SCHOOL PROJECT
The project, first announced in 

2019, is expected to cost around 
$27 million, and will be built on a 

48-acre tract of  land located off  
North Cherokee/Tavern Hill 
Road. The town closed on the lot 
late last year at a cost of  $2.2 mil-
lion, which will house the school, 
athletic fields and an Agriculture 
Learning Center.

“I’m pleased with our progress 
so far, especially considering the 
unforeseen challenges the pan-

demic created last year,” Vest 
said. “The pandemic has 
undoubtedly created new hur-
dles due to the sharp increase in 
building materials and overall 
costs but it also emboldened us to 
meet our goal of  a smart and effi-
cient building that provides the 
best of  educational design.

“Our smart design has allowed 
us to reduce the building size and 
footprint, include new interior 
materials that will benefit stu-
dents and trim costs that are a 
necessity now since material 
costs have sharply increased 
since 2020,” he continued. “That 
will cause us to exhaust the bud-
geted building cost but fortu-
nately with lower borrowing 

Town aims to begin construction on school later this year

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Jonesborough purchased 40 acres near North Cherokee Street/Tavern Hill Road to build a new K-8 school. The site is just north of the George P. Jaynes Justice Center.

Jonesborough’s 
field of dreams

Baldwin

“It certainly will benefit our town residents and 

future tax revenue, but more importantly this 

facility will give our county the opportunity to be 

a leader in educational opportunities for 

students in all of upper eastern Tennessee.’

CHUCK VEST, 

Jonesborough mayor

PILOT gets clearance 
from commissioners

See PILOT, Page A2

See CLEANUP, Page A2See SCHOOL, Page A2
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