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Suspect sought after 
animal found in funeral 
home’s parking lot
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City police and 

Washington County/Johnson 
City animal control officers are 
looking for who bound, beat and 
stabbed a long-haired cat to 
death and left it in a funeral 
home parking lot.

The cat, orange with long hair 
and white on its feet, underbelly 
and face, was found Sunday by 
an employee at Appalachian 
Funeral Home on East Watauga 

Avenue.
“He called JCPD and the police 

called us,” Shelter Director 
Tammy Davis said.

The employee left the parking 
lot around 10:30 a.m. Sunday and 
the cat was not there, Davis said. 
He returned around 1 p.m. and 
found the animal.

“We have the screwdriver ... 
the police took the tape off  the 

cat’s leg, and the funeral home is 
going through surveillance 
video,” Davis said. She also said 
there will be a necropsy on the 
cat to determine exactly what 
injuries were inflicted.

“We’re working very closely 
with JCPD and the funeral home. 
It’s a very active investigation,” 
she said.

Photos on the shelter’s 

Facebook page were graphic, 
Davis said, but were the least 
offensive of  all the photographs 
taken.

Animal control and police plan 
to canvass the area to see if  
anyone else may have surveil-
lance video that recorded any-
thing that could lead to the arrest 

Cat found bound, stabbed to death

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Between the 2017-18 and 2020-21 
fiscal years, Johnson City 
Schools expects to lose $7 million 
on its health insurance plan.

As the cost of  the system’s 
existing self-insured plan 
increases, staff  will decide this 
week whether to switch to the 
Tennessee State Insurance Plan.

In order to make the transi-

tion, employees must cast a 
simple majority vote (50% plus 
one) in favor of  the switch. The 
voting will occur Monday 
through Wednesday this week. 
To have the state plan in place by 
the beginning of  2021-22 fiscal 
year, voting must occur before 
May 1.

If  employees vote to replace 
their plan, they would join many 
other districts in the area on 
state health insurance.

For many years, school system 

employees have been on a self-
funded health insurance plan, 
which has allowed the system to 
provide additional health bene-
fits to employees such as a health 
assessment program, a diabetes 
program and an employee health 
clinic.

A self-funded program means 
the school system and employees, 
through the regular payment of  
premiums, contribute to a local 

As costs mount, Johnson City Schools 
mulls switch to state health insurance

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Northeast Tennessee’s sev-
en-day new case rate fell to its 
lowest point in nearly two 
weeks on Monday, with 26 new 
cases the fewest reported in 
the region since March 8.

As of  Monday, the region’s 
seven-day new case rate was 
118.2, its lowest rate since 
April 6. The region’s rate hit a 
monthly high of  139 on April 
14.

The drop in new cases also 
led to a decline in active cases, 
which fell to 1,597 — down 
from Friday’s high of  1,662.

Earlier on Monday, the state 
said the day’s report would 
include a rush of  data from a 
statewide provider clearing a 
backlog of  information, but 
Northeast Tennessee did not 
seem to show much impact as 
a result. The Tennessee 
Department of  Health said in 
a release that the backlog 
totaled about 3,200 positive test 
results and dated back to 
January. Only about 1,020 of  
those tests were conducted in 
the last seven days, the depart-

COVID-19

Case rate 
takes dip; 
hospital 
stays rise

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

A
n aging bandstand in Kiwanis Park is coming down.
Last year, Johnson City received a Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Healthy Places grant totaling $750,000. Of 
that amount, $150,000 is earmarked for mainte-

nance and $600,000 will help construct a play area at 
Kiwanis Park, located at 717 W. Market St.
Once complete, the finalized space will include a community 
pavilion, children’s play areas, fitness stations and a swing set.
Part of that project involves demolishing the old bandstand, 
which has been in the park for decades and sits a short dis-
tance away from the site of the yet-to-be-constructed play 
area.

Right and below, 
workers from the 

city of Johnson 
City were busy 

Monday 
demolishing the 

bandstand at 
Kiwanis park on 

West Market 
Street, where a 

play area will take 
its place.

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON 
CITY PRESS

Longtime landmark comes down
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A chart showing losses in the Johnson City Schools system’s health insurance fund 
balance, which started in the 2017-18 fiscal year.
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