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A sobering thought?

From staff reports

    
The Johnson City Police 

Department is partnering with 
the Tennessee Highway Safety 
Office to place additional officers 
on the lookout for impaired 

drivers as part of  the “Booze It 
and Lose It” campaign this 
Fourth of  July.

In a press release, the JCPD 
said the Fourth of  July is one of  
the deadliest holidays on the 
nation’s roadways. According to 

the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, 1,339 

people died in traffic accidents 

during the Fourth of  July hol-

iday from 2015 through 2019. 38% 

of  those crashes involved drivers 

who had been drinking.

“Working together, we can 

reduce crashes, injuries and 

deaths on Johnson City 

JOHNSON CITY

Johnson City police to increase DUI 

enforcement over holiday weekend

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A grant from the Tennessee Highway 
Safety Office will help boost DUI 
enforcement during the 
Independence Day weekend.  

Business
owners 
see better 
Days ahead 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

After its cancellation last year 
because of  the coronavirus pan-
demic, Jonesborough Days 
returns this weekend, exciting 
downtown business owners who 
depend on it and other large fes-
tivals to stay afloat throughout 
the year.

The two-day festival typically 
brings thousands to downtown 
Jonesborough each year during 

Same street, 
new town; Mid 
City sets sights 
on Kingsport

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Mid City Grill, a longtime 
favorite for nocturnal diners, will 
soon be on Commerce Street in 
both Kingsport and Johnson 
City.

The late-night eatery, which 
currently operates at 106 S. 
Commerce St. in Johnson City, 
plans to open a second location 
at 115 Commerce St. in 
Kingsport, the city where 
co-owners Theresa and Dave 

JONESBOROUGH DAYS

Independence Day fete’s 
return has businesses 
prepping for big weekend

Downtown JC eatery plans 
second location in August

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Cody Whitaker places a hamburger on a 
sandwich at Mid City Grill’s location at 
106 S. Commerce St. in Johnson City.

Ruff weekend

STEPHANIE 
MCCLELLAN/     

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The booms 
from exploding 
fireworks leave 
this little beagle a 
bundle of nerves 
on July 4.

   
At left, a file 
photo from The 
Associated Press 
shows bottle 
rockets ready for 
sale.

By Sarah Owens
PRESS STAFF WRITER
sowens@johnsoncitypress.com

Each year Independence 
Day is celebrated with barbe-
cues, pool parties, fireworks 
and more. But many don’t 
realize that our fun festivi-

ties may be traumatic for our 
furry friends. Many animals 
get scared and overwhelmed 
by the crowds and loud 
noises, causing them to enter 
“fight or flight” mode.

Nearly one-in-five lost pets 
first go missing after being 
scared by the sound of  fire-

works, thunderstorms or 
other loud noises, according 
to the American Society for 
the Prevention of  Cruelty to 
Animals. With fireworks 
being such a prevalent part 
of  July fourth celebrations, 
more animals go missing 
during this holiday than any 
other part of  the year.

“It’s our busiest days of  the 
year,” said Michael Jacobs, a 
member of  the animal 

Fireworks can strike terror into 
pets, but you can ease the trauma
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