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Building on last year’s celebra-
tion, more than 150 Christmas 
trees will light up Founders and 
King Commons parks for the 
Candy Land Christmas.

Earlier this week, nonprofits 
and businesses including 
Johnson City Public Art, Greater 
Impact Realty and the East 
Tennessee State University 
National Alumni Association 
were decorating trees in 
Founders Park.

The celebration will kick off  at 
7 p.m. on Saturday with a grand 
lighting ceremony in the heart of  
downtown. Christmas trees will 
be illuminated every evening 
until Jan. 2.

This year, holiday trees will 
transform Founders Park into 
the Gumdrop Forest and King 
Commons into Cupcake 
Commons.

Though he said he was 
trying to take it “nice and 
slow,” UT-Martin cross 
country athlete Will Cahill 

was first to cross the line at 

the 2021 Up and At ‘Em 

Turkey Trot in Johnson 

City, finishing the race in 

16:05 — the fastest time 

since 2018.

“I was just kind of  

cruising it, taking it nice 
and slow,” said Cahill. “I 
haven’t run for a week, so I 
was just coming back to see 
how it goes.”

Cahill, who used to live in 
the area and still has 
family here, said the win 
was a great way to kick off  
Thanksgiving.

“(I feel) pretty good,” 
Cahill said of  his win. 
“That was the goal.”

While many people have their 
sights set on Black Friday deals 
at big box stores, business 
owners in downtown 
Jonesborough are more excited 
for the day after — Small 
Business Saturday.

“It’s phenomenal to see people 
take that time (to shop) because I 
don’t know if  they realize how 
much it really does help a small 

business, but it does help us tre-
mendously,” said Jerome 
Bowers, owner of  the Crystal 
Raven. “Even if  they just buy 
small items, that small effort that 
they’re making makes a huge 
impact on our livelihood and 
supporting our family and 
helping out our community.”

Bowers said he was thankful 
for those who come out to shop, 
and said he’s always surprised by 
how great the turnout is for 

Nov. 26

29 shopping

days to 

Christmas
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Sage Perrott with Johnson City Public Art decorates her 
organization’s Christmas tree in Founders Park.

Decorate    
that tree ... 
150 times

Saturday 
lighting  
will turn 
downtown 
JC into  
Candy 
Land for 
Christmas

Caleb Tull 
decorates the 
ETSU National 
Alumni 
Association's 
Christmas tree in 
Founders Park on 
Tuesday. With 
Saturday’s tree 
lighting, Founders 
Park will turn into 
the Gumdrop 
Forest and King 
Commons into 
Cupcake 
Commons.

DOWNTOWN JOHNSON CITY
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Shop Small Saturday banners hang from the sign at Paul’s 
Pens Odds and Ends in downtown Jonesborough on 
Wednesday. 

‘Small’ is pretty big

‘I don’t know if they realize how much it really does help
a small business, but it does help us tremendously.’

JEROME BOWERS, owner of the Crystal Raven

Jonesborough gearing up for Small 

Business Saturday and its ‘huge impact’
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See IMPACT, Page A2

On 
the 
run

Will Cahill 
crosses the finish 
line in first place 

overall at TVA 
Credit Union 

Ballpark during 
the 16th annual 

Up and At ’Em 
Turkey Trot on 
Thursday. The 

Turkey Trot 
returned to the 

streets after last 
year’s event was 

held virtually 
because of the 

COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Runners take off from the starting line at Thursday’s Up and At ’Em Turkey Trot.

Turkey Trot returns to the streets 
with 2,800-plus runners, walkers

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See RUN, Page A2
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