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ELECTION 2022

By LISA MASCARO and MARY 
CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Eager 

to claw back power in 
Congress, energized 
Republicans waged a 
grinding push late Tuesday 
in hard-fought races as 
they struggled to break the 
Democrats’ one-party hold 
on Washington and upend 
President Joe Biden’s once-
lofty agenda.

While polls began closing 
from the East Coast toward 
the West, the Democrats’ 
fragile grasp on power was 
at risk. With the narrowly 
held House and an evenly 

split Senate, the party 
faced a new generation of  
Republican candidates — 
among them political new-
comers, including deniers 
of  the 2020 election and 
some extremists inspired 
by Donald Trump handily 
winning some seats. But 
races were tight.

The Republicans could 
bring a new intensity to 
Capitol Hill with promises 
to end Biden’s most ambi-
tious plans and to launch 
investigations and closer 

oversight — even, poten-
tially, impeachment of  the 
president.

Tuesday saw the first 
major national elections 
since the Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the Capitol, and 
emotions were raw. The 
recent violent assault on 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
husband has stunned 
many, and federal law 
enforcement warned of  
heightened threats 

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Keebler Annexation, a pro-
posed 494-unit residential devel-
opment in Gray, will head to the 
Johnson City Commission for 
first reading next week after it 
passed through the city’s 
Regional Planning Commission 
on Tuesday.

It stands to be the largest resi-
dential development to occur in 

Gray in decades if  it’s approved 
by the Johnson City 
Commission, which will consider 
the annexation request and 
zoning assignment on three read-
ings.

Though the commission typi-
cally meets on Thursdays, they’ll 
meet next Tuesday to discuss the 
135-acre Keebler Annexation on 
first reading. 

The city’s plan of  services 
identified issues with annex-

ation, but none that prevented 
city staff  from recommending in 
favor of  approval. Among the key 
concerns identified were: police 
staffing, delays in sewer avail-
ability, delays in school transit 
availability and school capacity.

Several people who live near the 
proposed development told the 
Planning Commission they had 
concerns about what impact such 
a large development would have 
on traffic and on the school sys-

tems, a concern echoed by some 
members of  the commission.

“It seems to me that we don’t 
know enough about traffic and 
how we’re going to handle it,” 
said one man who lives near the 
proposed development, “and how 
we’re going to handle all the stu-
dents to go ahead and approve 
this for 300-something new 
homes.”

Developer Daniel Karst told 
the commission that it could be 

seven years before the develop-
ment is fully completed, but said 
if  it’s approved by the City 
Commission they’d probably 
begin working on the site some-
time next year. He said the sin-
gle-family homes would likely be 
around 1,600-3,000 square feet 
and cost around $300,000. 
Townhomes would likely average 
around 1,800 square feet.

WATCHING THE RETURNS

 ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Above, state Rep. Rebecca 
Alexander, R-Jonesborough, right, 
and U.S. Rep. Diana Harshbarger, 
R-1st District, celebrate at a 
Republican Party watch party in 
Johnson City on Tuesday. Both were 
reelected. Left, Washington County 
Democrats gathered at the Double 
Tree Hotel, 211 Mockingbird Lane, 
to watch the returns. Right, The 
Washington County Republican 
Party met at Rock’s Wood Fried 
Pizza, 3119 Bristol Highway.

Panel green-lights Keebler Annexation, sending it to City Commission
JOHNSON CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

See KEEBLER, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY 
COMMISSION

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City 
Commissioners Jenny 
Brock and John Hunter 
won reelection on Tuesday, 
beating out challengers 
John Baker and Jay A. 
Emberton.

Brock, who was the top 
vote-getter in her last elec-
tion, paced the field with 
9,319 votes. Brock had 
40.77% of  the vote and was 
the only candidate with 
more than 30% of  the vote. 
Hunter had 6,231 votes, 
about 27% of  the vote. This 
will be Brock’s third term in 
office and Hunter’s second.

Baker performed the 
best of  the challengers, 
garnering almost 20% of  
the vote. Emberton had 
11.4% of  the vote.

The Washington County 
Election Commission must 
still certify the results for 
them to be official.

Reached by phone on 
Tuesday, Brock thanked 
voters and said she was 
humbled by the support.

Brock, 
Hunter 
reelected

See COMMISSION, Page A2

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

By ROBERT HOUK
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

State Sen. Rusty Crowe, 
R-Johnson City, was 
reelected Tuesday to a 
record ninth term repre-
senting the 3rd Senate 
District, which covers 
Carter, Johnson and 
Washington counties.

Crowe, who has served 32 
years in Nashville, collected 
more than 
71% of the 
unofficial 
tally — a 
total of  
39,223 votes 
in those 
counties — 
on his way to 
victory over 
his 
Democratic challenger, Kate 
Craig, who had a total of  
13,091 votes.

All results of  Tuesday’s 
election are unofficial until 
certified by the election 
commissions in the three 
counties of  the Senate 
District.

Crowe, 
Hicks and 
Alexander 
reelected

Crowe

See CROWE, Page A2

GOP pushes to break 1-party hold
Energized Republicans 
are waging a grinding 
push in hard-fought races 
as they struggle to break 
the Democrats’ one-party 
hold on Washington 
and upend President Joe 
Biden’s once-lofty agenda

MARIAM ZUHAIB/STAFF, AP

The U.S Capitol is seen on Election Day in Washington on Tuesday.See CONGRESS, Page A2
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