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Happy Easter!

Flanary proud of career ... 
and he never did have to get 
that Kentucky driver’s license

Across the nation, people expe-
riencing homelessness are often 
left out of  states’ COVID-19 vac-
cine rollout plans — including 
Tennessee’s.

That left the task of  vacci-
nating the state’s nearly 7,500 
homeless people up to clinics and 
other groups in communities 
across the state, even though 
people experiencing homeless-
ness, particularly those who are 
unsheltered, are considered 
higher risk for COVID-19 due to 
myriad factors including age and 
underlying health conditions.

For the hundreds of  people 
without homes in Northeast 
Tennessee, it meant they were 
once again left out in the cold.

That’s why the East Tennessee 
State University Street Medicine 
Interest Group, or SMIG, an 
inter-professional group of  stu-
dents formed in 2019 to help the 
region’s homeless population, 
stepped in. On Saturday, March 
20, they administered 20 doses of  
the Johnson & Johnson 

ETSU STREET MEDICINE INTEREST GROUP

Two ETSU 
students help 

administer 
Johnson & 

Johnson Janssen  
vaccines at the 

March 20 
COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic, which was 

held at Munsey 
Memorial United 

Methodist Church.
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ETSU’s Street 
Medicine 
Interest Group 
gave COVID-19 
vaccines to the 
homeless on 
March 20. 

The Carter County 
Car Club’s first 
cruise-in of 2021 
was a success, 
with cool but 
sunny weather.

JOHN THOMPSON/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

ELIZABETHTON — The Carter 
County Car Club experienced 
great weather for its first cruise-in 
of  the season on Saturday eve-
ning. East Elk Avenue in down-
town Elizabethton was filled with 
classic cars and everyone 
appeared to be enjoying the 
bright, sunshiny weather, with 
temperatures around 59 degrees 

at the start of  the event at 5 p.m.
Turnout was good for the first 

cruise-in of  the year, even though 
it was held the day before Easter 
this year. The cruise-ins will be 
held weekly on Saturdays from 
5-9 p.m., weather permitting. The 
last cruise-in of  the season is 
scheduled for the day before 
Halloween, Oct. 30. All proceeds 
from the event go to children’s 
charities.

From staff reports

Cool weather, cool cars: It was a fine day for a cruise-in
CARTER COUNTY CAR CLUB

DR. L. BRIAN 

CROSS

I just 

want to 

reiterate 

the beauty 

in this is 

seeing the 

students 

get to see 

it in their 

training.

“

”

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See VACCINE, Page A2

Retiring 
educator 
ready to 
‘do what I 
wanna do’

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Bill Flanary, 
the director of  
Washington 
County schools, 
will retire today 
after a 39-year 
career in the 
school system 
— a career 
Flanary said 
began with two 
days notice.

After graduating from 
Tennessee Tech University in 
1982 with a job lined up in Bath 
County, Kentucky, Flanary got a 
call from a supervisor with 
Washington County schools.

“They had had a person lined 
up, hired to teach agriculture at 
Crockett High School and that 
person had backed out,” Flanary 

Paid or pilot 
plan? County 
looks at fire 
service boost

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County leaders 
would like to see a professional 
evaluation of  separate plans to 
improve firefighting services in 
the county.

Specifically, Washington 
County commissioners want to 
know the cost breakdown of  a 
plan to add paid firefighters to 
volunteer departments. The 
county is now operating under a 
two-year-old pilot program that 
partners the county with 

BILL FLANARY

Flanary

See FLANARY, Page A2

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Commissioners expect study 
results at June 3 meeting

See FIRE, Page A2
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