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Kasey Williams 
returned to 

Johnson City 
after working as 

an actress in 
New York City, 

and she’s 
focusing on 

songwriting and 
performing: “It 

feels good to be 
doing what I 
have always 

wanted to do — 
act, play music 

and make 
people laugh.”

CONTRIBUTED

KASEY WILLIAMS 
FAST FACTS    
Hometown: Johnson City
Favorite Fruit: Pineapple, water-
melon, blueberries, grapefruit
Last book you read: Something 
self-help. Always self-help
Dogs or cats: Dogs
Favorite TV shows: Currently, 
“Schitt’s Creek,” “How to Get 
Away With Murder,” “Arrested 
Development”
Favorite local restaurant: White 
Duck Taco
Pet peeve: People spitting
Hobbies: Drawing
Favorite musicians: Honestly I 
don’t know enough about musi-
cians. I am a song and lyric junkie.

She left Johnson City to pursue an 
acting career in New York, but now a 
local musician is back home with a 
renewed focus on songwriting and per-
forming.

Music — writing and performing — 
was actually a hobby for Kasey Williams 

while working as an actress in the Big 
Apple, but after a personal tragedy, it 
became a way to heal. Williams’ father 
died in 2009.

“I am an actress, comedian, touring 
singer-songwriter; basically I am a per-
former,” Williams said recently.

“There are so many things I love about 
my jobs. 

“I love being in front of  people. Maybe I 
enjoy attention. I love being able to tell 
my stories and connect with my audi-
ence on a personal level. Especially when 
it comes to my songwriting and the sto-
ries about where they came from, 
because so much of  my life is really 
revealed in my songs.”

Williams talked about her background 

Performer Kasey Williams 
returned to Johnson City, and 

to what she enjoys: ‘Playing’
‘I love being 

able to tell 
my stories 

and connect 
with my 

audience on 
a personal 

level.’

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

See ELEMENT, Page A2

Summer 
program 
gets $125K 
ECU boost 

From staff reports

    
Eastman Credit 

Union is making a 
$125,000 donation 
to sponsor East 
Tennessee State 
University’s Roan 
Scholars Summer 
Experience 

Program.
“The mission of  the Roan 

Scholars program perfectly 
aligns with ECU’s desire to make 

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The COVID-19 pandemic did 
not appear to have a negative 
impact on Washington County’s 
tax collections in the past fiscal 
year.

“We had the highest per-
centage of  collections we’ve seen 
in years,” Washington County 
Trustee Rick Storey told the 
county’s Budget Committee ear-
lier this week.

ETSU ROAN SCHOLARS

Credit union to sponsor 
leadership program’s 
service internship

Price

See SCHOLARS, Page A2

Tax collections 
sidestep fallout 
from COVID
pandemic

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Trustee: ‘The highest 
percentage’ seen in years

See SIDESTEP, Page A2

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Shhh. And snuff those smokes.
JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

Visitors caught smoking in 
Johnson City parks will now face 
up to a $50 fine.

On Thursday, the City 

Commission approved on third 

and final reading an ordinance 

that bans tobacco and vapor 

products in public parks, green-

ways, playgrounds and any other 

city properties accessible to 

youth.

“It’s important that we keep 

our children and youth safe,” 

said Commissioner Aaron 

Murphy. “We really care about 

our future and our kids ... I think 

this is great.”

A law recently passed by the 

state legislature and signed by 

Gov. Bill Lee gives municipalities 

the ability to pass an ordinance 

prohibiting the use of  tobacco 

and vape products on public 

property. The city can now issue 

a citation for those violations.

The city does have policies that 

Murphy

‘We really 
care about 
our future 
and our kids 
... I think this 
is great.’

AARON MURPHY
city commissioner

City bans smoking on public property, tweaks noise ordinance
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

See SMOKING, Page A2
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