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From staff reports

    
The Monday Club of  Johnson 

City has opened a “Little Free 
Library” at Willow Springs Park.

WHAT’S A LITTLE 
FREE LIBRARY?

A Little Free 
Library is a 
free book-
sharing box 
where anyone 
may take a 
book or share a 
book. It func-
tions on the 
honor system. 
You do not need 
to share a book 
in order to take 
one, but of  
course, all 
books placed in 

the box are appreciated.

WHO CAN USE IT?
The little library is open for 

both children and adults to enjoy. 
Carol Dubay, chairman of  the 
Johnson City Monday Club’s 
Arts and Culture Committee, 
said, “My hope is that children 
and adults will take advantage of  
this library by not only taking 
books for their reading pleasure 
but also by bringing books to 
lend to the library. I love to read 
and feel like everyone should 
have access to books, especially 
children. I’ve heard Rebecca 
Henderson, a fellow club 
member, say many times that a 
child that loves to read will be a 
successful adult.”

WHY A LITTLE FREE LIBRARY?
Patricia Williams, the 2020-2021 

Monday Club of  Johnson City 
president, said this was a fitting 
service activity for the Monday 
Club. This organization helped 
both found and purchase the first 
building of  the Johnson City 
Library in 1895. The Monday 

There’s
a new
(little)

place
to get

a book.

SARAH OWENS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Several books are ready for reading at the new Little Free Library at Willow Springs Park near the playground.

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

See LIBRARY, Page A2

TCAT plan 
for school 
wins early
support
Board approves concept of 
leasing old Boones Creek 
Elementary to state

The Unicoi County Heritage 
Museum and Clinchfield 
Railroad Museum are ready to 
reopen their doors to the public.

Both museums are housed at 

529 Federal Hatchery Road in 
Erwin, and together feature 21 
rooms of  exhibits, including a 
special quilting room exhibit fea-
turing hand-sewn quilts made by 
Unicoi County local Betty 
Peterson.

After pandemic closure, two 
Unicoi Co. museums reopeningThe Unicoi County 

Heritage Museum 
will have a hand-

sewn quilt exhibit 
with quilts made 
by Unicoi County 

local Betty 
Peterson on 

display.

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

See MUSEUMS, Page A2

WASHINGTON COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

A plan to turn the old Boones 
Creek Elementary School into a 
satellite campus for the 
Tennessee College of  Applied 
Technology in Elizabethton was 
given the green light by the 
Washington County Board of  
Education on Thursday.

The school board approved the 
concept of  leasing the former ele-
mentary school property to the 
state to allow the Elizabethton 
TCAT to expand its workforce 
development training programs.

Board members said they 
wanted to see the wording of  the 
agreement modified before 
giving the deal their final 
approval.

Jason Day, the board’s 
chairman, suggested the school 
system should reserve the right 
to use other portions of  the 
Boones Creek school property 
for any purpose it might deem 
necessary in the future.

Jerry Boyd, the county’s 
director of  schools, said the 
school board’s attorney, Scott 
Bennett, is reviewing “language 
in the contract” to protect the 
school system’s best interests.

“It’s a lease, and the Board of  
Education maintains ownership 
of  the property,” Boyd said.

Officials have been working to 
make TCAT-Boones Creek 
campus a regional dual enroll-
ment center where area high 
school students would have 
access to a variety of  new pro-
grams. The campus would also 
allow the state to expand the cur-
riculum already offered in 
Elizabethton.

School officials hope the 
Boones Creek campus will 
address a critical backlog in 

See TCAT, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

10-parcel rezone fails on tie vote
A proposal to 
rezone 10 parcels 
in and around the 
Mountain Home 
neighborhood 
failed on a 2-2 
vote on Thursday.

DAVID FLOYD/  
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Prompting uncertainty about 

next steps, a motion to rezone 10 

parcels in the Mountain Home 

neighborhood failed on a 2-2 vote 

by the Johnson City Commission 

on Thursday.
It’s unclear whether the request, 

which was initiated by city staff, 
will appear in front of  the City 

Commission again and what form 

it will take if  it does.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

2-2 deadlock comes on third reading; bid to 

lure remote workers draws 50+ applicants

See REZONE, Page A2
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