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Washington County commis-
sioners hope an end to the 
long-delayed construction of  the 
athletic complex at the Boones 
Creek K-8 School may be in 
sight.

The commission approved a 
resolution Monday to use $2.3 
million in capital funds to com-
plete the final phase to work on 

the ballfields and related ameni-
ties at the school. A series of  
funding and construction delays 
have hampered work on the ath-
letic complex at the Boones 
Creek school, which opened to 
students in August 2019.

“This thing has been stretched 
out over a number of  years,” 
Commissioner Phil Carriger 
said. “It has drug out for too long 
and inflation has killed us.”

The resolution calls for bids to 

be taken for “two softball fields, 
two baseball fields, sidewalks, 
concessions, restrooms and field 
lighting.” The commission will 
consider those bids in August.

Commissioners also approved 
a related resolution that stipu-
lates the “design and construc-
tion of  the athletic fields shall 
meet the minimum specifications 
required by the Tennessee 
Secondary School Athletic 
Association/Tennessee Middle 

School Athletic Association.”
Before voting on the resolu-

tion, commissioners heard from 
Keith Trent, a coach at the 
Boones Creek school, who said 
the lack of  completed ballfields 
has hurt baseball and other 
sports program at the school.

“We need these facilities,” he 
said.

The Washington County Board 
of  Education has agreed to 
commit another $1 million from 

its educational capital projects 
fund to complete the sports com-
plex project.

Last year, commissioners 
approved a resolution to autho-
rize spending $2.1 million that 
was previously allocated in the 
capital projects fund to complete 
work on the final phase of  a 
sports complex at the pre-K-8 
school.

Commissioners work to finish long-delayed project
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

Resolution seeks bids for ballfields at Boones Creek K-8, hounded by funding and construction delays since opening in 2019

See BOONES CREEK, Page A2

From staff reports

Two inmates and one Jonesborough resi-
dent have been indicted by a grand jury on 
charges of  bringing drugs into the 
Washington County Detention Center.

An investigation by Washington County 
Sheriff’s Department Detention Center 
deputies led to the arrests of  Jarred 
Shaffer, 22, Melissa Shaffer Love, 48, and 
Shawn Thrift, 38, on charges of  
Introduction of  Contraband into Penal 
Facility, (Conspiracy to Commit).

All three are residents of  Jonesborough, 
and they are each being held on a $20,000 
bond.

Shaffer and Thrift were inmates in the 

Detention Center at the time. Love is 
Shaffer’s mother, according to the sheriff’s 
office.

“This represents a small dent in our con-
tinuing efforts to address the problem of  
drugs inside our Detention Center,” Sheriff  
Keith Sexton said.

The three allegedly attempted to intro-
duce 13 Suboxone strips and 11 Suboxone 
pills into the facility. According to the sher-
iff’s office, deputies thwarted the attempt 
due to information obtained from texts sent 
by the inmates via Chirpers. Chirpers are 
similar to cell phones, but can only send and 
receive text messages.

All texts are monitored by WCSO deputies 
and inmates pay a fee for each incoming and 
outgoing text.

Shaffer was originally booked in on 
Violation of  Probation (2), Bond Revocation 
and Failure to Appear (3). Thrift was origi-
nally booked in for Violation of  Probation.

More arrests are anticipated in this 
ongoing investigation.

3 charged with bringing drugs into detention center

Shaffer Love Thrift

From staff reports

ELIZABETHTON — Living in 
an animal shelter is difficult 
enough for an animal under the 
best of  conditions. With the 
summer temperatures reaching 
highs in the 90s, it becomes much 
more difficult for dogs that must 
be kept in outside dog kennels 
because of  overcrowding.

The Friends of the Elizabethton-
Carter County Animal Shelter 
recognized the problem and 
decided to do something to make 
things better for the dogs. The 
Friends raised money from area 
donors to enclose several kennels 
to provide full heating and 
cooling. The Friends of the 
Elizabethton-Carter County 
Animal Shelter held a ceremony 
on Saturday to honor contributing 
contractors and other donors.

Dogs, cats, puppies and kittens 
are received at the shelter every 
day and sometimes finding space 
is challenging.

“We’ve become very creative at 
finding where to put these dogs 
and cats, but we always make 
sure each animal is as comfort-
able as possible,” shelter director 
Shannon Posada said. “This 

Donors help 
keep shelter 
dogs cool in 
summer heat
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Members of the Friends of the 
Elizabethton-Carter County Animal 
Shelter cut the ribbon on the improved 
dog kennels on Saturday.

ELIZABETHTON/CARTER 

COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

See SHELTER, Page A2

By JOHN THOMPSON
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — From 
shopping to listening to live music 
and checking out classic cars, 
Downtown Elizabethton once 
again has a lot going on this week. 
While most merchants across the 
state are preparing for the sales 
tax-free weekend, Elizabethton 
retailers have gotten an early 
start on the sales with Christmas 
in July, which takes place from 
Monday through Saturday.

There are 22 downtown busi-
nesses participating in the 
event, many showcasing new 
holiday products and releasing 
special holiday-themed meals 
and drink specials. One such 
downtown business is Simple 
Blessings, which is offering 50% 
to 75% savings off  the clearance 

rack, and 50% off  select bags 
and purses, 50% off  select back-
packs, 50% off  socks, 30% off  
nightshirts and gowns, and lots 
of  other specials on cold 
weather necessities.

Everyone is invited to join the 
festivities to celebrate Christmas 
in July and support local busi-
nesses in Downtown Elizabethton. 
For more information about 
Christmas in July, including a 
complete list of participating busi-
nesses, visit Facebook.com/
DowntownElizabethton. The 
event is sponsored by Main Street 
Elizabethton.

Downtown 
Elizabethton will 
have something 
for everyone

Rita Russell, 
proprietor of 
Simple 
Blessings, 
shows some of 
the Christmas 
merchandise 
she has marked 
down for the 
annual 
Christmas in 
July event in 
Downtown 
Elizabethton. 
Christmas in 
July is being 
celebrated by 22 
downtown 
merchants this 
week, and 
continuing 
through the tax-
free weekend 
being observed 
Friday through 
Sunday.

JOHN THOMPSON/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

CHASITY THOMPSON

The Open Air Market Truck & Trade will take place on Thursday afternoon at 420 
E. E Street.

Busy 
week

See BUSY WEEK, Page A2
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