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At Monday night’s Board of  
Education meeting, the Johnson 
City Board of  Education 
expressed its support for Johnson 
City Schools’ teachers and staff  in 
several ways.

The first item on 
Monday night’s 
agenda was the 
board’s yearly 
review and consid-
eration of  the 
Johnson City 
Schools’ superin-
tendent’s contract 
and pay. The 

school system’s current superin-
tendent, Dr. Steve Barnett, has 
been in the position for five years.

Before the board can act on the 

superintendent’s contract or 
adjust his pay, it must perform a 
performance evaluation which 
reviews seven different categories 
including board relationships, 
community relationships, educa-
tional leadership, business 

finance, personal qualities, plan-
ning and relationship with staff.

Robert Williams, who chairs the 
superintendent’s compensation 
committee, shared the board’s 
review of Barnett’s performance.

“I am happy to report that (Dr. 
Barnett) received high marks 
across the board with an average 
score of  4.77 out of  5 — which on 
a 100-point scale would be a 
95.4%,” said Williams.

The committee made the rec-
ommendation to extend Barnett’s 

contract by one year and enact a 

salary increase to reflect the staff  

increase that Johnson City 

Schools saw this year. The board 

voted unanimously to follow the 

committee’s recommendation.

Barnett expressed his gratitude 

to the board and said that he is 

looking forward to continuing in 

his role and “being here to serve 

Johnson City.”

The final item on the board’s 

By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A bill 
enhancing health care and 
disability benefits for mil-
lions of  veterans exposed to 
toxic burn pits won final 
approval in the Senate on 
Tuesday, ending a brief  
stalemate over the measure 

that had infuriated advo-
cates and inspired some to 
camp outside the Capitol.

The Senate approved the 
bill by a vote of  86-11. It now 
goes to President Joe 
Biden’s desk to be signed 
into law. Biden described 
the legislation as the big-
gest expansion of  benefits 
for service-connected 
health issues in 30 years 
and the largest single bill 
ever to address exposure to 
burn pits.

“I look forward to signing 
this bill, so that veterans 
and their families and care-
givers impacted by toxic 

exposures finally get the 
benefits and comprehen-
sive health care they 
earned and deserve,” Biden 
said.

The Senate had over-
whelmingly approved the 
legislation back in June, 
but a do-over was required 
to make a technical fix. 
That process derailed when 
Republicans made a late 
attempt to change another 
aspect of  the bill last week 
and blocked it from 
advancing.

The abrupt delay out-
raged veterans groups and 
advocates, including come-

dian Jon Stewart. It also 
placed GOP senators in the 
uncomfortable position of  
delaying the top legislative 
priority of  service organi-
zations this session of  
Congress.

A group of veterans and 
their families have been 
camping out at the Capitol 
since that vote. They had 
endured thunderstorms 
and Washington’s noto-
rious summer humidity, 
but they were in the gal-
leries as senators cast their 
votes.

Senate OKs bill to aid vets exposed to toxic burn pits
Millions of veterans 
exposed to burn pits 
while serving in Iraq 
and Afghanistan

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/STAFF, AP

Activist and entertainer Jon Stewart hugs fellow advocate Susan 
Zeier of Sandusky, Ohio, just after Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., assured veterans and military family members that 
the Senate would vote on a bill designed to help millions of veterans 
exposed to toxic substances during their military service, at the 
Capitol in Washington on Tuesday. The Senate later passed the bill.

From staff reports

More than $47,000 of  state 
inmate medical expenses from 
2019 and 2020 will be reim-
bursed to Washington County, 
Sheriff  Keith Sexton said 
Tuesday.

“When I took office, the more 
than $2 million in past due 
medical bills included expenses 
for some state inmates,” Sexton 
said. “Even with no reimburse-
ment requests submitted since 
2019, we were able to get $47,699 
of  past medical expenses reim-
bursed.”

Sexton requested that Mayor 
Joe Grandy, in his capacity as a 
member of  the Board of  
Control for Tennessee 
Corrections Institute, approach 
the Tennessee Department of  
Correction on behalf  of  the 
county. Grandy did, and he dis-
covered funds were available to 
cover costs associated with pre-
vious years.

The prior WCSO administra-
tion neglected to file the neces-
sary paperwork for medical 
reimbursements, according to 

Tennessee 
reimburses 
county for 
past inmate 
medical bills

WASHINGTON COUNTY

See BILLS, Page A2

BACK TO SCHOOL

J
ohnson City Schools teachers got charged up Tuesday for a new school year that begins today after a rousing 

opening ceremony at ETSU’s Martin Center for the Arts. The event opened with music from the district’s 

new bluegrass band (above), encouraging words from the Johnson City Board of  Education and other 

administrators, and a presentation from motivational speaker JJ Birden, a former NFL player. 
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JC Schools extends Barnett’s contract

Barnett

Board signs resolution 
in support of teachers

ONLINE

Read the board’s resolution in 
support of teachers with this 
article at johnsoncitypress.com.

See BOARD, Page A2

See BURN, Page A2
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