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ELIZABETHTON — Wednesday morning 
marked the first time that Elizabethton High 
School’s new Navy National Defense Cadet 
Corps appeared in uniform and conducted the 
reveille ceremony at the campus flagpole.

The organization was started this semester 
under the direction of  faculty member and 
Army National Guard Capt. Ryan Presnell.

The group’s 23 members represent members 
of  all four classes at the school, from freshmen 
to seniors. But they all looked brand new in their 
Navy uniforms, wearing them in public for the 
first time.

Most of  the members stood at attention while 
the members of  the color guard, Cadet David 
Crowder, Cadet Michael Shonkwiler, Cadet 
Kayleigh Shoemake and Cadet Jasmine Starnes 
ran the flags of  the United States and the state of  
Tennessee to the top of  the flagpole for the first 
time. The cadets will now take over the responsi-
bility of  raising and lowering the flags daily.

Crowder may soon be the first Elizabethton 

Naval cadets raise flags 
on campus for first time
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The first color guard includes Cadet David Crowder, Cadet 
Michael Shonkwiler, Cadet Kayleigh Shoemake and Cadet 
Jasmine Starnes.

Good Samaritans step up
JOHNSON CITy SCHOOLS

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

With case numbers dropping and other sup-
port systems available for employees, Johnson 
City Schools will hold off  on providing staff  with 
extra COVID-19 sick days.

In an email several weeks 
ago, the system said it would 
provide up to 10 COVID sick 
days for staff  if  they were fully 
vaccinated or could present a 
valid medical exemption.

At the time, the system said 
the regional surge in COVID 
cases was affecting its ability 
to adequately staff  some of  its 
schools.

Shortly thereafter, school 
leaders opted to put that policy on hold until 
they could revisit the details and get input from 
the Johnson City Board of  Education.

Board holds 
off on plan 
for 10 extra 
sick days

Barnett

ELIZABETHTON HIGH SCHOOL
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Good Samaritans stepped up this 
week to give students at a Johnson City 
school some motivation after a tough 
year of  learning during the pandemic.

On Wednesday, Coca-Cola 
Consolidated and Samaritan’s Feet 
handed out “hope totes” containing 
athletic shoes, socks, hygiene kits and 
letters of  hope to every child at South 
Side Elementary School. Additionally, 
Food City provided backpacks full of  
non-perishable food for all of  the 
school’s approximately 350 students.

“We are excited to give those out 
today,” South Side Principal Kaytee 
Jones said. “Our kids are thrilled, and 
we are very grateful to be selected for 
this opportunity.”

Mike Combs, an engagement man-
ager with Coca-Cola, said the company 
works with local business partners to 
give back to the community.

The company chose South Side 

A student gets some help with his new shoes.

A girl laces up her new pair of shoes. The students also received a backpack full of non-perishable food items.
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A group of South Side Elementary School students run out of the school Wednesday to get their new shoes, socks and backpacks filled with food.

More than 350 pairs of shoes donated to South Side students
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A rezoning request that would allow 
a pair of  local property owners to con-
struct a 2,000-square foot coffeeshop 
and bakery by Founders Park will 
make its first appearance in front of  
the Johnson City Commission on 
Thursday.

Michael and Katherine Mansy are 
asking the city to rezone their proper-

ties at 312 and 316 S. Commerce St. 
from I-2 (heavy industrial) to MX-1 
(mixed-use neighborhood). 
Commissioners will consider the 
request on the first of  three reading.

The land was previously part of  a 
bundled, city-initiated rezoning 
request that involved multiple plots of  
land in and around the Mountain 
Home neighborhood. That request 
failed on final reading in July because 
commissioners felt it involved too 
many properties.

If  the city rezones the two parcels, 
Michael Mansy expects construction 
could start next spring. The new 
building will have a deck as well as 
rooftop seating.

Another petitioner, Gary Phillips 
Construction, is asking the city to 
rezone property on South Austin 
Springs Road from R-3 (medium den-
sity residential) to RP-3 (planned resi-
dential), which will set the stage for the 

Coffeeshop, apartments rezonings on tap
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