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Building bridges
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Chancellor John Rambo will 
hear a request from Washington 
County later this week asking for 
an injunction against 
BrightRidge regarding a zoning 
dispute involving a bitcoin 
mining operation in Limestone.

Rambo, who declined to issue a 

restraining order against the 
public utility on Monday, cited 
Rule 65.03(1) and ordered a 
hearing on the matter in 
Washington County Chancery 
Court at 9 a.m. Wednesday. In his 
order, the chancellor wrote he is 
calling for the hearing “so that 
plaintiff  has the opportunity to 
notify defendant’s counsel of  the 
request for the restraining 
order.”

Angela Charles, Washington 
County’s planning director, is 
listed as the plaintiff  in a motion 
filed earlier Monday asking the 
court to issue an injunction 
against BrightRidge to prevent 
the energy authority from con-
tinuing operations on property it 
owns at 1444 Bailey Bridge Road 
that the county says are in viola-
tion of  its zoning regulations.

Washington County alleges a 
bitcoin mining operation at the 
site does not conform with a 
“public utilities” zoning use per-
mitted for the property under the 
county’s land use regulations.

Under the county’s zoning 
code, a public utility is defined as 
“a facility providing a pubic ser-
vice which is owned or autho-
rized by a municipal, county, 
state or federal government in 
the provision of  such services as 
transportation, water supply, 
sewerage treatment, electricity, 
natural gas and telephone, tele-
graph and microwave transmis-
sion.”

At the request of  officials from 
BrightRidge, Washington County 
commissioners voted in 

BrightRidge injunction sought
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Washington County Commissioner Kent 
Harris said in August that he felt 
“hoodwinked” in voting to rezone 
property that became a bitcoin mine.

Chancery Court hearing over disputed 
bitcoin mining location scheduled for Wednesday
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The Washington County School System has 
ended its face mask requirement.

Jerry Boyd, the county’s 
director of  schools, has 
informed parents that as a 
result of  Gov. Bill Lee 
signing recently-passed 
COVID-19 legislation into 
law on Friday, “Washington 
County Schools will no 

longer have a face covering requirement for any 
student, employee or visitor in any school 
building or bus.”

Earlier this year, the system adopted a policy 
requiring students, teachers and others on 
school grounds to wear face masks.

However, pursuant to an order by the gov-
ernor limiting a school system’s ability to man-
date face coverings, parents were allowed to opt 
their children out of  the local mask requirement

“Effective immediately, face coverings are 
optional,” the new directive says. “Individual 
employees and students may continue to wear 
face coverings for personal protection if  they so 
choose.”

Officials with Johnson City Schools 

Students free 
to go maskless 
in classrooms

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Face masks were not required for students and faculty 
members attending the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new Jonesborough Elementary School last week. Now they 
are no longer required in the classroom.

WASHINGTON COUNTY SCHOOLS

Contributed to the Press

ROAN MOUNTAIN — 
When the Southern 
Appalachian Highlands 
Conservancy acquires land, 
it usually plans to hold the 
land permanently to protect 
the unique high elevation 
plant and animal habitats 
from the Roan Highlands to 
the edge of  the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.

But the agency recently 
purchased 150 acres 
adjoining Roan Mountain 
State Park in order to add 
the land to the park, while 
still meeting its goal of  pro-
tecting habitats and the 
steams of  the Doe River 
watershed.

“I’m thrilled we had the 
opportunity to help our 
partners at Tennessee State 
Parks expand one of  the 
most beloved parks in the 
state,” Michelle Pugliese, the 
conservancy’s land protec-
tion director, said. “From 
the higher elevations on the 
property where you can 
enjoy views of  the Roan 
Massif  to the beautiful 
stretch of  stream, this prop-
erty offers exciting opportu-
nities for people to connect 
with nature.”

The tract contains richly 
biodiverse habitat and 
mountain wetland areas. 

Five species of  state-listed 
rare plants have been identi-
fied on the property, 
including round-leaf  bitter-
cress and Roan Mountain 
sedge. The forested property 
adjoins the state park along 
the eastern edge, rising to a 
ridgeline approximately 

2,000 feet behind the park’s 
visitor center and stretching 
from Sugar Hollow Road to 
Hampton Creek Road.

“The Sugar Hollow addi-
tion to Roan Mountain State 
Park will provide park visi-
tors an opportunity to reach 
a view of  the Roan 

Highlands via trail access 
from our visitor center and 
will protect, in perpetuity, 
critical habitats for sensitive 
species found throughout 
the property,” Daniel 
Chuquin, real property 

Conservancy purchase to expand Roan Mountain park

The tract contains richly biodiverse habitat and mountain wetland areas. Five species of state-listed rare 
plants have been identified on the property, including Round-leaf Bittercress and Roan Mountain Sedge. 
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Racial disparities 
in children’s 
vaccinations are 
hard to track. B5
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