
People crowded 
onto Spring 
Street in 
downtown 
Jonesborough 
on a sunny 
Saturday 
morning for   
the second Mill 
Spring Makers 
Faire, held again 
after the 
pandemic 
canceled last 
year’s event. 
Temperatures
in the region 
neared 90 
degrees later
in the day.
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Memories
Pandemic, passing of time 
can’t dampen D-Day spirit.  A6

D-DAY, JUNE 6, 1944 BOYS HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

70%?
Tennessee unlikely to reach

Biden’s July 4 vax goal; local 

numbers aren’t much better

Our goal by July 4th is to have 70% of adult 
Americans with at least one shot and 

160 million Americans fully vaccinated.
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

May 4 remarks, whitehouse.gov

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

On May 4, President Joe Biden set a 
goal of  getting at least one COVID-19 vac-
cine dose into the arms of  70% of  adults 
by July 4.

To date, at least a dozen states — 
including California, the nation’s most 
populous — have already reached that 
mark, with a half-dozen more on pace to 
get there by the Independence Day dead-
line. Nationwide, about 63% of  adults 
have received at least one dose of  the 
vaccine thus far.

Tennessee, however, is unlikely to join 
them.

According to data from the Tennessee 
Department of  Health, fewer than half  
of  adult Tennesseans — roughly 49% — 
have received at least one dose of  the 
vaccine. The New York Times, which is 

As other  
states mark 
vaccination 
milestones, 
Tennessee 
languishes 

behind
Syringes filled 

with vaccine are  
at the ready at a 

COVID-19 clinic in 
Bellingham, Wash.  
Nationally, 63% of 
adults have had at 
least one dose; in 

Tennessee, the 
number is 49%.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS See 70%, Page A2

THERE’S 
MORE

Lab leak? Writer 
says there’s “not    
a smidgeon” of 
evidence backing 
the theory 
COVID-19 
originated in a lab 
— in China or 
anywhere else. B1
   
Model of success: 
The New England 
states are giving 
the country a 
possible glimpse 
into the future ... if 
more people will 
get the COVID-19 
vaccination. D6

Firefighter 
earns state
honor from
two groups

From staff reports

   
Two veterans service organiza-

tions have chosen Johnson City 
Fire Department Lt. Shane 
Malone as the state Firefighter of  
the Year.

Veterans of  
Foreign Wars 
Post 2108 
selected Malone 
for the local 
firefighter of  
the year award; 
that organiza-
tion will recog-
nize him at the 
state level later 

this month. Malone has also been 
recognized by the American 
Legion as firefighter of  the year.

In addition to the local post 
and state awards, Malone has 
also been awarded the organiza-
tion’s national award for the 
Southern Region, which includes 
seven states.

Malone, a 15-year veteran of  
the department with prior expe-
rience as a volunteer firefighter, 
was nominated for the honors by 
Deputy Fire Chief  David 
Harrison, who noted Malone 
consistently goes above the call 
of  duty for the department, cus-
tomers and the community 
at-large. In addition to being a 
technically competent officer, 
Malone also has earned the 
respect of  all department per-
sonnel.

“Shane is well known for his 
contagious enthusiasm and gen-
uine concern for others,” 

Local woman’s Bernese to compete in prestigious dog show

Seeing her Bernese mountain 
dog compete in the famed 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show in New York will fulfill a 
nearly lifelong ambition for Dr. 
Elaine Henry.

“It’s been a dream of  mine 
since I was 8 years old and I 
watched the Westminster Dog 
Show for the first time,” said 

Henry, whose grand champion, 

Icelyn, is scheduled to be a part 

of  the 145th annual dog show on 

June 12-13. “It was all I read and 

thought about as a child.”

But Henry says Westminster 

will be be a bittersweet experi-

ence.

She will also be thinking of  her 

first champion Bernese, Wonder, 

who died in August from lym-

WESTMINSTER KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW

Malone

CONTRIBUTED 

Elaine Henry with 
Icelyn, her Bernese 
mountain dog.

Icelyn stands 
with her show 
handler, Michelle 
Ostermiller Scott.  
Henry said Scott 
“is legendary,” 
handling back-to-
back Westminster 
“Best of Show” 
winners.
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By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Elaine Henry says Westminster will be bittersweet

See COMPETE, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY

JCFD’s Malone recognized 
as Firefighter of the Year 
by VFW and Legion

See FIREFIGHTER, Page A2

MILL SPRING MAKERS FAIRE

Faire
weather ...

Huge impact
Prince Kollie soars
for Crockett.  C1
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