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One-lane tunnel a consideration 
as city weighs 178-unit complex 

Although there are concerns 
about existing traffic conditions 
near the project, a South 
Carolina-based developer is plan-
ning a 178-unit townhome com-
munity in north Johnson City, 
which would charge an average 
rent of  about $1,500.

Longbranch Development 
Company is asking the city to 
rezone 22 acres at 2644 Knob 
Creek Road from B-4 (planned 

arterial business) to RP-3 
(planned residential).

The request narrowly cleared 
the Johnson City Regional 
Planning Commission on a 5-3 
vote Tuesday, and will now pro-
ceed to the City Commission for 
consideration on three readings. 
The complex would have access 
points at Knob Creek and West 
Mountainview roads.

Johnson City is getting ready 
to improve Knob Creek Road by 
adding three travel lanes and 
building an overpass over the 
existing CSX railroad, 

‘If this doesn't go through it could be something else in a month's time.’
JENNY BROCK, city commissioner

Knob Creek townhomes sought as road improvements loom

Upgrades to Knob 
Creek Road will 

eliminate an 
existing one-lane 
tunnel under the 

CSX railway.

DAVID FLOYD/  
JOHNSON CITY PRESS See COMPLEX, Page A2

New truck 
purchase
turns into
a long haul

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Washington County Highway 
Superintendent John B. Deakins Jr., 
right, speaks to the county’s Budget 
Committee on Wednesday.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The head of  the Washington 
County Highway Department 
said supply shortages and manu-
facturing demands have resulted 
in his department ordering 
trucks today that won’t even be 
built for at least another year.

Washington 
County 
Highway 
Superintendent 
John B. 
Deakins Jr. told 
members of  the 
county’s Budget 
Committee on 
Wednesday that 
he has altered 
his replacement 

schedule for heavy vehicles as a 
result of  a problem with the 
engines in some of  his depart-
ment’s current International 
dump trucks and a 12-month 
backlog on manufacturing new 
truck frames.

“It’s not a good situation,” 
Deakins said. “The reason we are 
looking to order so many new 
trucks now is that we are looking 
a year down the road.”

He said suppliers have told him 
those new vehicles are not likely 
to be manufactured until October 
2022.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Trucks ordered to replace 
troublesome vehicles 
won’t be built for a year

‘We are 
looking a 

year down 
the road.’

JOHN B.

DEAKINS JR. 
Washington 

County highway 
superintendent

Let’s listen: Library hosting ‘Community Conversations’

Unicoi County Public 
Library Homeschool 
Headquarters opens

Contributed to the Press

     
Johnson City Public Library is 

beginning an ongoing series 
called Community 
Conversations to give people a 

chance to listen to and learn 
about others.

Community Conversations are 
facilitated and structured lis-
tening circles in which partici-
pants practice listening to each 

other. The first conversation is 
at the library this Saturday from 
2-4 p.m. Registration is required 
and can be completed at jcpl.
org/calendar.

JCPL Librarian Lisa Williams 
will facilitate the conversations. 
She believes these types of  con-

versations are essential because 

deep listening builds empathy 

and compassion for others.

“Listening with the intention 

of  openness is a skill you have to 

strengthen with practice,” she 

Johnson City series will give you practice listening

See LISTEN, Page A2

BEYOND BOOKS
UNICOI COUNTY HOMESCHOOL HEADQUARTERS

The Unicoi County 
Public Library cut 

the ribbon on its 
new Homeschool 

Headquarters 
space on 

Wednesday 
morning. Ribbon-

cutting attendees 
included state 

Sen. Rusty Crowe 
and town of 

Unicoi Mayor 
Kathy Bullen.

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Laura Elliott, 
a community 
volunteer and 
homeschooling 
parent, came up 
with the idea for 
Homeschool 
Headquarters 
and worked with 
Unicoi County 
Public Library 
staff to make 
it a reality. 

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER

khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

There’s a new spot in 

Unicoi County for homes-

choolers to get their 

hands on curriculum, and it’s now offi-

cially open.

The Unicoi County Public Library cut 

the ribbon on its new Homeschool 

Headquarters on Wednesday morning.

Homeschool Headquarters, located 

inside the library, was created by 

See BEYOND, Page A2

From staff reports

    
Missy the Maltese, the “unoffi-

cial mascot” for Niswonger 
Children’s Hospital, has returned 
home after being lost for three 
days. 

Missy’s family posted the good 
news on Facebook on Wednesday 
evening, saying “some amazing 
people who just love dogs saved 
her from traffic. They bathed her 
and even put a pink bandana on 
her.”

Missy, the missing 
Maltese, returns 
home safely

See TRUCK, Page A2
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