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Johnson City Schools plans to 
officially transition to two middle 
schools serving grades 6-8 on 
Aug. 3, 2022, a change that school 
officials expect will help alleviate 
overcrowding.

“It seems like quite a ways off, 
but it’ll be here before we know 

it,” Todd 
Barnett, the 
system’s 
middle grades 
supervisor, 
told members 
of  the Johnson 
City Board of  
Education on 
Monday eve-
ning. “There’s 
a lot of  people doing a tremen-

dous amount of  work behind the 
scenes to make sure this happens 
successfully and we do things 
right by our students and by our 
community.”

Currently, students in the city 
system attend Indian Trail 
Intermediate School for grades 5 
and 6 before moving to Liberty 
Bell Middle School for grades 7 
and 8.

Under the system’s new config-

uration, both facilities will tran-
sition to schools serving grades 
6-8, and fifth grade will move 
back to the elementary school 
level.

Students attending Fairmont, 
Lake Ridge and Mountain View 
elementary schools will go to 
Indian Trail Middle School when 
they enter sixth grade, and stu-
dents attending Cherokee, North 
Side, South Side, Towne Acres 

and Woodland will move to 
Liberty Bell.

School leaders have also 
stressed the importance of  
equity in this process.

“We want our schools to be as 
close to equitable in terms of  
population size, socio-economic 
status, all those things,” Barnett 
said, adding that leaders want to 

New East Tennessee 
State University 

basketball coach 
Desmond Oliver 

discusses his vision for 
the program during a 

news conference 
Monday at Gordon Ball 
Court. Oliver is coming 

to ETSU after serving 
six seasons as an 

assistant coach at the 
University of Tennessee. 
He replaces Jason Shay, 
who served one year as 
ETSU’s head coach. See 

more on page B1.
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Founded last summer in 
response to the pandemic’s 
impact on local artists and arti-
sans, the virtual art and food gal-
lery EAT/ART Space is all about 
connection and collaboration.

And though vaccines make 
real the possibility of  the world 
returning to some sense of  nor-
malcy in late 2021, founder and 
curator Jocelyn Mathewes wants 
to keep that collaboration going 
as long as there is interest — 
though it doesn’t have to stay in 
her dining room, where it’s been 
since its inception. The virtual 
gallery features interviews with 
the artist, a livestream of  the gal-
lery and gives audiences the 
ability to purchase art from the 
gallery’s website.

“This project is for the artists 
and food community; I’m here 
for it if  they are,” Mathewes said. 
“While EAT/ART space is cur-
rently in my dining room, it 
doesn’t have to stay there. I’m 
most interested in and open to 
continuing to collaborate with 
others — that’s where I see possi-
bilities opening up. One of  those 

ideas is coordinating a larger 
pop-up event, perhaps in a rented 
space that would like to host art-
ists and food.

“Our region already has sev-
eral local art pop-ups happening; 
there are restaurants and brew-
eries hosting artists too,” 

Mathewes continued. “The 
energy is all there, and I’m 
excited to see where it leads.”

Mathewes said the response 
thus far has been very positive 
from artists, the food community 

Virtual gallery curator looks to retain 
momentum; also leave her dining room

CONTRIBUTED

Richard Graves and Frannie’s Vegan Cafe will be featured in the next EAT/ART 
Space exhibit opening on April 15. Several more programs are planned throughout 
the remainder of 2021.

EAT/ART Space
COVID-19
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It’s been nearly six months 
since Laila Cowell tested posi-
tive for the novel coronavirus.

“My initial symptoms were 
not at all alarming, I had lost 
my taste and smell, I had a 
fever, aches and pains and gen-
erally (was) weak and short of  
breath,” Cowell said during a 
press conference Monday 
morning. “I felt unwell, but not 
so ill that I needed to seek care 
in a hospital, and I took care of  
myself  at home and fully 
expected to return to life as 
normal within two weeks.

“By the end of  week three, I 
felt much worse,” Cowell con-
tinued. “I had new symptoms 
including skin and joint pain, 
muscle pain, (brain) fog, chest 
pain, blurry vision and exces-
sively high heart rate that 
showed up any time I did any 
minimal activity.”

Cowell went to an urgent care 
facility, where she was given a 
prescription for steroids and 

told told her lingering symp-
toms would likely resolve in 
about a week. Nearly six 
months later, she still hasn’t 
fully recovered.

“Prior to COVID, I was very 
active, I worked out several days 
a week, I hiked often and was 

New Ballad unit to help 
those facing lingering 
problems from disease

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Ballad CEO Eric Deaton, right, speaks 
during a press conference announcing 
the new Center for post-COVID Care 
while the center’s medical director Dr. 
paul Jett looks on.

By Jonathan Roberts
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For the first time in nearly 
two months, Ballad Health was 
treating more than 100 people 
hospitalized with the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) on 
Monday, worrying hospital offi-
cials and prompting renewed 
concerns about the impact 
another increase in hospitaliza-
tions will have on healthcare 
workers who’ve battled the 
virus for more than a year now.

“It’s really hard on the team,” 
Ballad’s Chief  Infection 
Prevention Officer Jamie Swift 
said. “They’ve come through 
this, they now know what could 
lie ahead and that’s really dis-
heartening and that’s hard for a 

lot of  them.”
Ballad’s Chief  Operating 

Officer Eric Deaton said the sys-
tem’s in-house modeling shows 
a potential surge to more than 
150-160 hospitalizations if  cur-
rent trends continue.

“It was very alarming that we 
were back over 100 patients 
again through this weekend,” 
Deaton said. “We believe that, if  
you look at the forecast mod-
eling that our team has been 
doing here, that we could be 
back over 150 to 160 inpatients 
again within a matter of  time, 
so that’s obviously very con-
cerning.

“That does not get us back to 
the 370 or so patients we were at 
at one time, but we could see 

Hospitalizations top 100 at Ballad 
sites; highest level since Feb. 3

See 100, Page A2
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