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State lawmakers told local 
educators on Friday that efforts 
to reform the way Tennessee 
funds public schools are still in 
their infancy and lack details.

“We are probably miles away 
from the finish line,” state Rep. 
Tim Hicks, R-Gray, said during 
a joint gathering of  the Johnson 
City and Washington County 
boards of  education at the city 
school system’s central office. 
“We haven’t even gotten to the 
starting line yet.”

Both Hicks and state Sen. 
Rusty Crowe, R-Johnson City, 

said details of  a push by Gov. 
Bill Lee to amend the state’s 
30-year-old funding formula for 
the Basic Education Program 

are still being 
hammered 
out. Crowe 
said an out-
line of  the 
governor’s 
plan released 
this week 
shows the new 
funding for-
mula is 
designed to 
follow stu-

dents based on their individual 
learning needs.

“We are not sure yet where 
the governor is going with this,” 
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Ready 
for 
some 
snow?
Winter storm watch 
for Sunday night 
covers much of area
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The National Weather Service in 
Morristown has issued a winter 
storm watch for portions of  
Northeast Tennessee, with much of  
the region expected to receive sev-

eral inches of  
snow between 
Sunday and 
Monday morning.

The winter 
storm watch 
includes Carter, 
Hancock, 
Hawkins, 
Johnson, Sullivan 
and Unicoi coun-
ties, as well as the 
southernmost 
portion of  Greene 
County. The 
entirety of  
Southwest 

Virginia also falls under the winter 
storm watch. Washington County, 
while not included in the watch, 
still has a chance to see snowfall 
accumulations of  3 to 4 inches.

The mountainous areas of  
Johnson, Carter and Unicoi coun-
ties are likely to see the most accu-
mulation, with Mountain City pro-
jected to see between 8 and 12 
inches of  snow — as are parts of  
Carter and Unicoi counties. 
Johnson City was given a 94% 
chance of  two or more inches of  
snowfall, and a 71% chance of  four 
or more inches.

Kingsport, meanwhile, has an 

School funding revamp ‘miles away’

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Johnson City residents awoke to several 
inches of snowfall earlier this month. 

See SNOW, Page A2

THERE’S 
MORE

Forecasters’ 
predictions of 
debilitating snow 
and ice as far 
south as Georgia 
sent parts of the 
region into a tizzy 
on Friday. A3

TENNESSEE BETTER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Lawmakers tell local school boards reform not even at ‘the starting line’

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Members of the Washington County Board of Education listen as Tennessee 
lawmakers discuss plans to reform state funding for education at a joint meeting 
with their counterparts on the Johnson City Board of Education on Friday.

MORE PAY 
FOR SUBS
Substitute 
teachers in the 
Johnson City 
Schools system 
will receive a $10 
per day pay 
increase, which 
officials hope will 
help alleviate a 
shortage. A2

See REVAMP, Page A2

UnchainedShelter staff races to 
teach once-chained 

dog to walk again

We’re up 
against the 

clock ...

KEVIN KING
Unicoi County 

Animal Shelter director

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Lt. Dan is a 
5-year-old 

retriever mix who 
lost the ability    

to use his back 
legs after being 

chained for an 
extended period. 

He was found 
dragging 

himself and the 
7-plus-pound 

chain pictured at 
right along a road 
in Unicoi County.

Unicoi County Animal Shelter staff 
using physical, aquatic therapy 

Unicoi County Animal 
Shelter staff  members are 
working to help one of  their 
newest dogs learn to walk 
again.

Lt. Dan, named after a 
character from the movie 

“Forrest Gump,” is a 
5-year-old retriever mix who 
was brought to the Unicoi 
County Animal Shelter after 
a resident found him drag-
ging himself  and a 7-pound 
chain down a local road.

“We were standing here 
and somebody pulled up and 

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

See UNCHAINED, Page A3
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