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Comptroller: 
‘Strategize’  
Rescue Act 
spending

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

State Comptroller Jason 
Mumpower told local govern-
ment and school leaders on 
Thursday they should prepare a 
careful strategy for spending 
their portion of  the combined 
$4.4 billion coming to Tennessee 
from the $11.9 trillion American 
Recovery Plan Act.

Mumpower 
said the federal 
act provides 
local govern-
ments with “an 
opportunity to 
do the greatest 
amount of  
good, for the 
greatest 
amount of  
people” in their 
communities.

Even so, 
Mumpower 
cautioned local 
leaders the fed-
eral money 
comes with a 
number of  
strings 
attached.

“No expenditures should be 
made before you are certain the 
use of  the funds comply with 
provisions of  the American 
Rescue Plan,” Mumpower told 
local officials meeting at East 
Tennessee State University’s 
Martin Center for the Arts.

Mumpower said his office 
stands ready to help local gov-
ernments and school systems 
wade through the bureaucratic 
rules and strict regulations for 
spending money from the rescue 
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Local government and education 
officials listen as State Comptroller 
Jason Mumpower outlines the 
regulations for for spending money from 
the American Rescue Plan Thursday. 

Mumpower says federal 
funds provide opportunity 
... with strings attached
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Comptroller Jason 
Mumpower told 
local leaders the 
federal funds 
offer ‘an 
opportunity to   
do the greatest 
amount of good, 
for the greatest 
amount of people.’

See RESCUE, Page A2

‘These charging stations create opportunities ...’
BRIAN NOLAND

West Walnut? It’s a ‘go’
JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City is getting ready 
to embark on what might be the 
most complex construction 
project it’s ever performed.

City commissioners on 
Thursday approved a $30.5 mil-
lion bid for Summers-Taylor Inc. 

to rehabilitate West Walnut 
Street, an approximately $33 
million construction project that 
Public Works Director Phil 
Pindzola anticipates will begin 
on Aug. 1. Summers-Taylor Inc. 
was the sole bidder.

The two-year overhaul of  the 
corridor will involve replacing 
water and sewer lines and 
tearing up the existing streets-

cape, substituting it with a more 
pedestrian-friendly roadway. A 
bike lane and on-street parking 
will run up the corridor, and ele-
vated intersections will slow 
traffic.

The bid that appeared on the 
commission’s agenda was $29.7 
million, but the city opted to 
re-add contingencies for all 
funding sources except for the 

general fund, 

which brought 

the allotment to 

just over $30 mil-

lion. That money 

had originally 

been removed 

after negotiations 

with the 

Summers-Taylor, whose bid ini-

tially came in at $34 million.

Downtown 
discussion
focuses on
homeless

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

While the subject of  a commu-
nity roundtable meeting 
Thursday was tagged as “down-
town safety,” it was clear from 
the first comments what the true 
issue was going to be: Homeless 

people who fre-
quent that area 
and hopes for 
solutions to help 
them.

The meetings 
are usually held at 
the Langston 
Center, but this 
one was in a sanc-
tuary at Munsey 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church 
because of  the 
expected turnout.

In the 90-minute 
time frame, 28 of  
the 100 or so 
attendees were 
able to speak 

about the issues they see with 
homelessness in downtown and 
urge city leaders to work toward 
a solution that doesn’t involve 
running the down-and-out away 
from downtown.

City staff  who attended the 
meeting included Police Chief  
Karl Turner, Maj. Brian Rice, 
Maj. Matt Howell, Assistant City 
Manager Charlie Stahl, Public 
Works Director Phil Pindzola 
and marketing director and mod-
erator Keisha Shoun, as well as 
four uniformed police officers 
who spend much of  their time 
downtown.

JOHNSON CITY

Nearly 30 speak, urging 
ways to help, not ways to 
make homeless less visible

Sochalski

Amadio

City awards $30.5M bid; Aug. 1 anticipated start date

Peterson

See WALNUT, Page A2

See DOWNTOWN, Page A3

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

East Tennessee State University 
unveiled eight new electric vehicle 
charging stations on campus on 
Thursday.

The Level 2 Clipper Creek EV 
charging stations will be in parking 
lot 15 and in the parking garage.

“These charging stations create 
opportunities for our students, faculty 
and staff  with electric vehicles to be 
part of  a better future here at our 
institution,” said ETSU President Dr. 
Brian Noland.

The charging stations were funded 
by the campus sustainability fee, 
which has been part of  ETSU’s tuition 
since 2008, and installed as part of  a 
partnership with Seven States Power 
Corporation, which is serving as the 

ETSU
charges

ahead
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ETSU, in 
partnership     
with BrightRidge 
and Seven   
States Power 
Corporation, 
unveiled eight 
new campus 
electric vehicle 
charging stations 
on Thursday. 

Noland

University plugs 
in eight new 

electric vehicle 
charging stations

See CHARGING, Page A3
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