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Heather Smith, 
who lost her 
father to 
COVID-19, speaks 
during a press 
conference at 
Ballad Health’s 
corporate 
headquarters 
on Wednesday. 
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‘I feel very 

strongly 

that had 

my dad 

been 

vaccinated 

... he 

would still 

be here 

with us.’

Cathy Ball, the 
leading candidate 
to be the next 
city manager 
for Johnson City, 
grew up in Unicoi 
County. 

DAVID FLOYD/  
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Commissioners see Asheville official as top choice for top job

Although they still need to 
vote on the appointment, 
Johnson City commissioners 

have singled out Cathy Ball, an 
assistant city manager in 
Asheville, as their choice to 
replace retiring city manager 
Pete Peterson.

She would be the first woman 

to serve as city manager in 
Johnson City.

“All of  our candidates had a 
breadth of  senior executive 
experience in cities,” Johnson 
City Mayor Joe Wise said after a 
work session Wednesday eve-
ning at City Hall. “What Cathy 

had was a longer tenure coupled 
with a broader range of  func-
tions.”

Over the course of  her career, 
Ball has worked as a city engi-
neer, director of  public works 
and as an assistant city man-

Ballad easing into elective surgeries

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Ballad Health is set to resume 
some elective surgeries that do 
not require an overnight stay 
this week as the number of  
patients hospitalized with the 
coronavirus across the system’s 

hospitals continues to fall.
The number fell to 324 on 

Wednesday — Ballad’s lowest 
COVID-19 inpatient census since 
Aug. 31.

“We will be resuming some of  
our same-day elective cases, 
starting today,” said Ballad 
Chief  Operating Officer Eric 
Deaton. “We do see, as the 

(number) of  inpatients starts to 

decline, we are able to resume 

cases and surgeries on a case-

by-case basis. This will be based 

by facility as space and staffing 

allows that to happen.”

In the early stages of  its worst 

surge to date, Ballad suspended 

elective surgeries requiring an 

overnight stay on Aug. 16, and 

expanded the pause to all 

non-emergent procedures on 

As COVID-19 patient census falls, procedures 

expected to return ‘on a case-by-case basis’
State’s antibody supply holds 
after federal changes to shares
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

While the state has seen a 
reduction in its supply of  mono-
clonal antibodies from the fed-
eral government, Tennessee 

Health Commissioner Dr. Lisa 

Piercey said Wednesday the state 

still has enough of  the corona-

virus treatment available to 

supply all of  the state’s pro-

viders.

See SURGERIES, Page A2 See ANTIBODY, Page A2

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

When Leroy Garland served in the 
military some four decades ago, he had 
a severe reaction to a flu vaccine that 
landed him in an intensive care unit for 

treatment and was told to never get the 
flu vaccine again.

And while Garland would eventually 
recover from his reaction to the flu vac-
cine all those years ago, it indirectly led 
to his death from COVID-19 complica-
tions in September.

Worried he would have another 

severe reaction to the coronavirus vac-
cine, which he believed was similar to 
the flu vaccine, Garland never got the 
shot that could’ve saved his life when 
the virus made its way into his home in 
early July.

“It never occurred to me, and hon-
estly I don’t think it ever occurred to 
him, to have a conversation with his 
physician on whether he would be eli-
gible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
without having a side effect, so he was 
never vaccinated,” his daughter, 
Heather Smith, said during a Ballad 
Health press conference on Wednesday.

Woman pleads with everyone to 
get the shot her father never did
THERE’S
MORE
A year ago, health care 
workers were hailed as 
heroes. Today they’re 
being threatened and 
issued panic buttons in 
case of assault. A8 See DON’T WAIT, Page A2

No. 25’s No. 1 fan: 
6-year-old inspires 
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If chosen, Ball would be JC’s first female city manager
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

See MANAGER, Page A2
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