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By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Looking for something to do 
this weekend? You’re in luck.

Introducing: Press Picks, a 
recurring series in the Johnson 
City Press where staff  writers 
and editors share events, activi-
ties or other things they’re 
excited to do this weekend that 
you might also find fun. And, 
with this being July 4 weekend, 
there’s no shortage of  things to 
do. Below, Johnson City Press 
reporters share their 

See PICKS, Page A2

Press Picks: 
Staff members 
share July 4 
weekend plans

APPALACHIAN FAIR

‘People are looking to get out’

ROBERT HOUK/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The Appalachian 
Fair’s Phil Booher 
said organizers 
expect “a huge 
crowd” this year.

The contemporary 
Christian group 
Casting Crowns 
will perform at 

the Appalachian 
Fair on Aug. 26.

CONTRIBUTED

Organizers say they expect 
“a huge crowd” as the 95th 
annual Appalachian Fair 
returns Aug. 23-28 with a 
lineup of  musical performers 
that includes a number of  

popular Christian acts.
Phil Booher, the manager 

of  the Appalachian Fair, said 
one of  those acts will be 
Casting Crowns, a Grammy 
and Dove award winning 
group whose hits include 
“Who Am I” and “Only 

Fair returns to pent-up demand; popular contemporary Christian acts featured
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

See RETURNS, Page A2

Coal-linked 
program 
has $639K
for Erwin

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Erwin has been awarded a 
grant to take on a $1.2 million 
project to expand its wastewater 
treatment infrastructure.

The $639,789 grant was 
awarded by the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration 
and is funded through the 
Assistance to Coal Communities 
program, which assists commu-
nities impacted by the declining 
use of  coal through the funding 
of  programs that support eco-
nomic diversification and work-
force development. 

The grant will be matched with 
$639,789 in local dollars, making 
the total amount of  the project 
more than $1.2 million.

“What they do is if  a company 
is going to expand or locate in 
the region and invest money, 
create jobs, then we submit an 
application on behalf  of  the com-
munity to EDA in order to 
upgrade infrastructure to serve 
that business,” said Bill 
Forrester, the First Tennessee 
Development District director of  

Grant for areas hit by coal 
decline will help expand 
wastewater infrastructure 

See ERWIN, Page A2All 
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PENGUIN COVE AT BRIGHTS ZOO

Local zoo formally opens 
pandemic-paused exhibit 
starring penguins-plus

When you enter 
the exhibit, you’ll 

be greeted by a 
trio of otters 

likely playing in 
the water or 

hanging out in 
their tree. 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Brights Zoo is set to open its 
brand-new “Penguin Cove” 
exhibit on Thursday, finally com-
pleting a project that began in 
March 2020.

“We’re excited,” said Director 
David Bright. “This has been a 
long time coming. We’ve put a lot 
of  work into this, trying to make 
it something that stands out so 
that people remember it when 
they walk out of  here, and hope-
fully come back and want to see 
it again.

“Excitement is the biggest 
word, I think,” Bright continued.

Bright said the zoo had hoped 
to open the exhibit last year, with 
work beginning in March 2020. 
The pandemic, however, forced 

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Ten African black-footed penguins will 
greet visitors when Brights Zoo welcomes 
guests into its new penguin exhibit today. 
They’ll be joined by four others in the 
future; they’re currently nesting.

See PENGUIN, Page A2
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