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City looks 
at snuffing  
out smokes
on public 
property

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

They say smoke gets in your 
eyes.

Before long, it could get into 
your bank account, too: People 
caught smoking tobacco or 
vaping in Johnson City parks 
may soon face a $50 fine.

On Thursday, city commis-
sioners approved on first reading 
an ordinance banning the use of  
tobacco or vapor products in 
public parks, public playgrounds, 
public greenways and any public 
property accessible to youth.

Smoking is already prohibited 
in parks as a result of  city policy, 
but because it’s not an ordinance, 
the restrictions are not compre-
hensively applied and can be dif-
ficult to enforce.

Assistant City Manager 
Charlie Stahl said tobacco was 
originally prohibited in the park 
system because officials were 
receiving complaints about par-
ents smoking in the bleachers at 
sporting events, which would dis-
turb other spectators and their 
children.

A law passed by the Tennessee 
General Assembly this year gives 
local governments the authority 
to prohibit the use of  tobacco 
products on public property by 
ordinance. Gov. Bill Lee signed 
the bill on May 27, and the law 
becomes effective on July 1.

If  commissioners approve the 
changes on three readings, the 
ordinance would become effec-
tive after July 15.

In March, Kingsport’s Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen passed a 
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... at the seat

THE PARSON’S TABLE

The county seat, that is; 

and the table’s not new, it’s 

being re-set by new owners

Stephen Callahan 
and business 
partner Scott 
Andrew hope 

to restore The 
Parson’s Table on 

Jonesborough’s  
West Woodrow 

Avenue to offer 
fine dining.
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This early 1900s 
photo shows the 
inside of the 
Central Christian 
Church, which 
later became the 
Parson’s Table.

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Parson’s Table is getting new life.
Jonesborough Alderman and Tennessee Hills 

Distillery owner Stephen Callahan, along with 
business partner Scott Andrew, purchased the 
historic building overlooking downtown 
Jonesborough for $372,000 with hopes of  
restoring it to a fine dining restaurant.

“I feel great about it,” Callahan said of  the 
purchase, which he announced at Monday’s 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen meeting. “It’s 
something that, since I came to town and put 
roots down with the distillery — having to look 
at it for seven years, it’s was a longtime dream 
of  mine to be able to acquire that property and 
really just keep it in a Jonesborough native’s 
hands.

“Hopefully we can take it back to its former 
glory, and do a higher-end restaurant and fine 
dining experience and keep adding class to 

See PARSON’S, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Distiller and  
Alderman 
Stephen Callahan 
said restoring the  
Parson’s Table 
“should be a fun 
project.”

JOHNSON CITY

Ban of tobacco, vapes on 
public property accessible 
to kids passes first test

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Johnson City commissioners have 
voted on first reading to ban tobacco 
and vapor products on public property 
accessible to youth.

See SMOKES, Page A2

COVID pushed them off stage, but the show went on

Scythian will 
perform at The 
Down Home on 
July 10. The show 
will have limited 
capacity, but if it 
sells out, a second 
show will be 
added.

CONTRIBUTED/     
DEREK BAKER

As musicians prep for the return of live music, they reflect 
on the technology that kept their sounds in front of fans

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

In a normal year, the members of  
the band Scythian would play about 90 
shows, which means spending any-
where from 160 to 200 days on the road.

That stopped when the COVID-19 

Tyrique Shahmir’s  
album, “Eastside 
Misfit,” will come 

out on Aug. 20. 
He’s releasing an 
EP, “In Between a 

Grey Area,” on 
July 20.

CONTRIBUTED See SHOW, Page A2
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