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NASHVILLE — Gasoline remains in 
short supply at some stations after last 
week’s shutdown of  the Colonial 
Pipeline, though prices in many areas 
are stabilizing.

Tennessee’s average gas price 
jumped 18 cents last week to $2.90, with 
prices in the Tri-Cities among the 
highest in the state. The national 
average is the most expensive in six 

years at $3.04, AAA reported.
“The Southeast will continue to expe-

rience tight supply this week as termi-
nals and gas stations are refueled,” 
said Jeanette McGee, AAA spokes-
person, in a press release. “Over the 
weekend, gas prices started to stabilize, 
but are expected to fluctuate in the lead 
up to Memorial Day weekend.”

MOST EXPENSIVE TENNESSEEE GAS PRICES
• Johnson City ($2.95)

• Nashville ($2.94)
• Kingsport-Bristol ($2.93)

LEAST EXPENSIVE TENNESSEE GAS PRICES
• Chattanooga ($2.82)
• Cleveland ($2.85)
• Jackson ($2.86)

WHAT ABOUT OIL?
At the close of  Friday’s formal 

Southeast gas supply 
tight; prices stabilizing

Spring Spring 
spectacular!spectacular!

Melissa Graham recently made this eyecatching photograph of a colorful peacock on Parkway 
Boulevard in Elizabethton. A peacock’s train of green tail feathers can stretch 60 inches long, 
according to britannica.com, and the tail feathers are tipped with the famous blue eyespot. While 
blue peacocks are native to warmer climates, they can survive the kind of winters we have in 
Northeast Tennessee.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

When senior Preston Trent heard that audi-
tions to speak at Science Hill High School’s grad-
uation were coming up, he instantly knew he 
had to sign up.

“There are so many things that the senior 
class looked forward to this year that had to be 
changed or canceled due to the pandemic,” 
Trent said. “The graduation ceremony is some-
thing I used to take for granted, but now appre-
ciate so much more. I knew that I wanted to be 
part of  it.

“I have one chance in life to do something like 
this.”

Trent will be one of  roughly 460 students grad-
uating during the school’s ceremony on Friday, 
May 28, and during his speech, he plans to 
applaud the perseverance of  the Class of  2021.

The Johnson City Press recently asked him 
about his plans after graduation, his advice for 
middle schoolers entering high school and the 
most important lesson he’s learned during his 
time at Science Hill.

As senior speaker, what message are you hoping to 
deliver to your fellow graduates?

As senior speaker, I am hoping to deliver a 
message to my fellow graduates that says, “This 
is our story.” I am hoping they leave the cere-
mony that night remembering what all they 
have lived through and how they have overcome 
it. With the pandemic, my classmates and I 
shared a unique experience that made us closer.

It’s 
important 

to take risks

PHOTO BY VLAD FIRTICH

Senior Preston Trent said he hopes to talk about all that 
Science Hill’s seniors have gone through during the 
graduation ceremony on Friday.

SCIENCE HILL HIGH SCHOOL’S 
SENIOR SPEAKER PRESTON TRENT:

West Walnut Street café 
will continue to offer 
take-out meals as well
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

One ACRE Café, 603 W. 
Walnut St., will reopen its 
dining room to the public on 
June 1.

Officials with the commu-
nity eatery, which has offered 
curbside service since the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
closure of  its dining room on 
March 18, 2020, say they are 
excited to welcome patrons 
back into their dining room.

“We are absolutely ecstatic 
to have people back under our 
roof  to share a meal and fel-
lowship,” Ashley Cavender, 
the volunteer and develop-
ment coordinator at One 
ACRE Café, said Monday.

Cavender said the staff  will 
be wearing face masks inside 
the building and the restau-
rant is “respectfully 
requesting” that patrons do 
the same out of  courtesy for 
their fellow diners.

She said the café will still 
have social distancing and san-
itizing protocols in place and 
asks that the community “be 
patient as we transition to 
dining room seating.” As a 
result, One ACRE is not taking 
booked parties or large groups 

One ACRE 
reopening 
dining room

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City Medical Center’s 
Family Birth Center Manager 
Marsha Rodgers has always 

loved working in obstetrics — 
after all, she’s spent her entire 
40-year career as an obstetric 
nurse.

Rodgers, who’s managed 
JCMC’s Family Birth Center for 
the last 20 years, graduated from 

East Tennessee State University 
for the first time in 1981 with a 
B.S. in nursing before graduating 
with her master’s in 2012. 
Rodgers is also a mother of  two, 
and will celebrate her 40th wed-
ding anniversary this October.

Recently, the Press spoke with 
Rodgers about her career, the 
pandemic and the things she 
wants people to know about 
being a nurse.

Desire to work in medical field started early for womanMarsha 
Rodgers 

has 
worked  in 
obstetrics 

for her 
entire 

career.
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FIVE QUESTIONS WITH BALLAD HEALTH NURSE MARSHA RODGERS

See GAS, Page A2

See REOPENING, Page A2
See SPEAKER, Page A2

See NURSE, Page A2
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