
Weekend Hours Now Available in Johnson City
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www.appalachianorthopedics.com  |  (423) 434-6300  

BE SEEN SAFELY FOR ALL OF YOUR  
ORTHOPEDIC NEEDS
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    to be next Betsy
     Band director. A7

Champs, times 2
  Buccaneer women claim first SoCon crown;
           men take 21st; Davies men’s winner.  B1

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE GOLF ELIZABETHTON HIGH SCHOOL

INSIDE

Classified ads  B5
Comics  B9
Editorial  A4
Fun & Games  B8
JC history  A8

Local  A7, A8
Sportswaves  B2
Stocks  A5
Tastes  B10
TV listings  A9

Brenda Gail Akins Charles
Alma Jean Garland
JOHNSON CITY
Geraldine Lucille 
(Case-Durso) Kistler

BLOUNTVILLE
Joyce Jones Doss
BUTLER
James Brian Ackley
    

ELIZABETHTON
JoAnn Campbell
ERWIN
William “Willie” McCurry

DEATHS A6

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

47
Low

30

WEATHER A3

Chance
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GEORGE FLOYD SLAYING

DAVID FLOYD/  
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Brad Sodergren 
braved the rain to 
ride on the pump 
track at the   
then-newly 
opened Tannery 
Knobs Mountain 
Bike park in June 
2019.

City dotting 
i’s, crossing t’s 
for tourism 
organization

In this 
image from 
video, former 
Minneapolis 
police Officer 
Derek Chauvin 
is taken into 
custody after he 
was found guilty 
on all counts in 
the 2020 death 
of George Floyd: 
second-degree 
unintentional 
murder, third-
degree murder 
and second-
degree 
manslaughter.

 COURT TV VIA THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS, 
POOL

JULIO CORTEZ/THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A video screen 
displays former 
Minneapolis 
police Officer 
Derek Chauvin as 
the jury affirms 
guilty verdicts on 
murder and 
manslaughter 
counts. The jury 
arrived at its 
verdict after 
about 10 hours of 
deliberations over 
two days.

The Associated press
      
MINNEAPOLIS — Former 

Minneapolis Officer Derek 
Chauvin was convicted Tuesday 
of  murder and manslaughter for 
pinning George Floyd to the 
pavement with his knee on the 
Black man’s neck in a case that 
triggered worldwide protests, 
violence and a furious reexam-
ination of  racism and policing in 
the U.S.

Chauvin, 45, was immediately 
led away with his hands cuffed 
behind his back and could be 

sent to prison for decades.
The verdict — guilty as 

charged on all counts, in a rela-
tively swift, across-the-board vic-
tory for Floyd’s supporters — set 
off  jubilation mixed with sorrow 
across the city and around the 
nation. Hundreds of  people 
poured into the streets of  
Minneapolis, some running 
through traffic with banners. 
Drivers blared their horns in cel-
ebration.

Chauvin
could face 

decades 
in prison 

Northeast 
Tennessee 

reported 66 
new COVID-19 
infections on 

Tuesday, while 
its active case 

count fell by 
100 to 1,497. 

Jury finds 
ex-officer 
guilty on 
all counts

SOURCE: TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH JOHNSON CITY PRESS

COVID-19 IN NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Now officially separate from 
the Chamber of  Commerce, an 
organization dedicated to the 
development of  tourism in 
Johnson City is getting all its 
ducks in a row before its new 
board takes shape in July.

In October, the Johnson City 
Commission voted to separate 
the Johnson City Convention and 
Visitors Bureau from the 
Johnson City Area Chamber of  
Commerce. The two have been 
linked for decades.

The CVB oversees the use of  
hundreds of  thousands of  hotel 
occupancy tax dollars, which it 
uses to promote local tourism. 
Since October, city leaders have 
been going through the process 
of  establishing a foundation for 
the organization as it prepares 
for a new chapter of  its existence.

Commissioners approved the 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

East Tennessee State 
University announced its 2021-22 
esports team captains during a 
signing ceremony Tuesday after-
noon, returning two from last 
season and signing the captain 
for the university’s inaugural 
Rocket League season.

“Looking back at the past year, 
it’s certainly been a year of  
firsts,” said ETSU esports Coach 

Is it the ‘E’ in ETSU? 
Expanding team adds 
captain for new league

JOHNSON CITY

New visitors 
bureau 
board to 
form in July

See TOURISM, Page A2

ETSU ESpORTS

Tyler Gregory   
has signed on as 

captain for ETSU’s 
inaugural Rocket 
League team. In 
Rocket League, 

competitors play 
soccer with 

rocket-propelled 
cars.

JONATHAN ROBERTS/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Buccaneer 
esports 
team will 
compete in 
third league 
this fall

See ESpORTS, Page A2

See OFFICER, Page A2
TIME TO TALK: ETSU officials are 
inviting the campus community to 
gather to ‘reflect, share and listen.’ A2
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