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From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Gov. Bill Lee 
on Tuesday unveiled the state’s 
next standard license plate 
chosen by Tennesseans through 
a statewide vote.

“In our 225th year of  state-
hood, we invited Tennesseans to 
cast their vote and help select the 
state’s next license plate,” Lee 
said. “I’m proud to announce the 
winning design that will repre-

sent our unique grand divisions 
and take its place in Tennessee 
history.”

More than 300,000 Tennessee 
residents cast a vote, with 42% 
voting for the winning design.

New plates will be available 
online and in-person beginning 
Jan. 3, 2022, as residents com-
plete their annual tag renewal. 
Up to 100,000 plates per week will 
be produced to meet initial inven-
tory demands.

Per Tennessee statute, the 
plate is redesigned every eight 
years if  funds are approved in 
the General Assembly’s annual 
budget. Statute also requires the 
display of  “Tennessee,” 
“Volunteer State” and 

“TNvacation.com” on the plate, 
as well as county name and expi-
ration year decal locations. 
Statute provides that 
Tennesseans may select an “In 

God We Trust” plate option.
This new license plate design 

will replace the current plate 
that launched in 2006 with modi-
fications in 2011, 2016 and 2017.

And the winner is ...

CONTRIBUTED

Tennessee residents chose this design from three others for use on their vehicles 
beginning in January 2022.

Governor unveils new 
design for Tennessee’s 
license plates

WASHINGTON COUNTY

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County com-
missioners are set to join the 
debate on President Joe 
Biden’s COVID-19 vaccination 
mandate.

The county’s Health, 
Education and Welfare 
Committee will discuss a pos-
sible resolution voicing oppo-
sition to the president’s direc-
tive when it meets on 
Thursday.

Wash-
ington 
County 
Mayor Joe 
Grandy 
raised the 
vaccination 
issue at the 
commis-
sion’s 
monthly 
meeting last 
week. 
Grandy said 
he and other 
county 
mayors from 
across 
Tennessee 
have drafted 
a letter to 
Gov. Bill Lee 
and state 
Attorney 
General 
Herbert 
Slatery 
expressing 
their objec-
tions to the 
president’s 
COVID vac-
cination 
directive.

“We are adamantly opposed 
to any vaccine mandate,” 
Grandy said.

The mayor added that if  
commissioners wanted to 
“weigh in” with a resolution 
voicing their objection to the 
vaccination mandate, it would 
“certainly add additional sup-
port” for those opposing the 
president’s actions.

Biden announced in early 
September that he is pushing 
pandemic regulations that 
mandate all businesses with 
more than 100 workers to 
require their employees be 
vaccinated for COVID or test 
for the virus weekly. Officials 
say the measure will impact 
about 80 million Americans.

The federal government is 
also requiring another 17 mil-
lion workers at health care 
facilities that receive federal 
Medicare or Medicaid funds to 
also be fully vaccinated.

Officials 
to debate 
vaccine 
mandate
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By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Nolichucky Outdoor Learning 
Institute owner and Executive 
Director Scott Fisher is facing 
charges after cutting a fisher-
man’s trotline over Memorial 
Day weekend.

Fisher was indicted by a Unicoi 
County grand jury on Sept. 10 on 
charges of  violation of  the 
Hunter Protection Act and 
taking of  a fish caught by 
another charge. Fisher turned 
himself  in at the Unicoi County 
Jail on Sept. 22, where he was 
booked and released.

Fisher said Tennessee Wildlife 
Resource Agency Agent Bethany 
Watson and Unicoi County 
Assistant District Attorney 
General Todd Hull originally told 
him there was not enough evi-
dence to charge him with a crime 
after the incident took place.

“A few weeks ago, I got a call 
from Bethany, the TWRA agent, 
who said that the DA a couple 
weeks after, this is going back to 
June, had contacted her and 
asked her to bring her case file 
back to his office, which she did, 
and then a couple weeks after 
that (he) informed her that it was 
going to the grand jury, Sept. 10 I 
believe, for a decision on whether 
to prosecute,” Fisher said.

According to the TWRA, tro-
tlines “consist of  a main line 
with drop lines to which single 
hooks are attached.” In 
Tennessee, it is legal for trotlines 

to extend from one side of  the 
riverbank to the other and they 
must be marked with the fisher-
man’s name and address or 
TWRA identification number.

According to Fisher, he and 
two other whitewater rescue 
experts were holding a kayak 
instructor certification class for 
four students when a student 
was hooked in his life vest by the 

trotline just below the Chestoa 
Recreation Area. The student 
was the son of  Robin Pope, who 
is one of  the top five whitewater 
safety and rescue instructors in 
the country. Pope was serving as 
an instructor for the class.

“We went over and we saw that 
one of  our students was disen-
gaging himself  from a thick line, 
black line, that you couldn’t see,” 

Fisher said. “And there was also 
an exposed fishhook that had 
made contact with his life jacket 
that he may have been briefly 
hooked by it, but in any case he 
was able to free himself  from 
that and we kind of  took a look 
and we didn’t see any, there was 
no labeling, there was no 

NOLI owner charged after cutting man’s line in May

KAYLA HACKNEY/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Scott Fisher, owner of NOLI, points to the area where a trotline was placed during the Memorial Day weekend. Fisher said a 
student in his class was ensnared by the trotline which led him to cut it.

Trotline turmoil

By David Floyd and Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITERS
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com 
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

A quarrel on the Nolichucky 
River between the owner of  a 
prominent recreation company 
and a local fisherman has under-
lined a key issue as the region 
leverages its outdoor amenities 
to grow its economy: How do 
tourism officials balance the 

needs of  resi-
dents with 
businesses 
attracting visi-
tors to the 
region?

Brenda 
Whitson, exec-
utive director 
of  the Johnson 
City 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
said it’s important to pull 

together groups representing 
people like kayakers and fish-
ermen so they can communicate 
about how to handle potential 
issues before they arise.

“I think that’s the key to all of  
this is to get people to talk so 
there is an understanding,” she 
said. “Maybe it’s not something 
written in a law but it’s kind of  
that gentleman’s agreement of  
respecting the other user 
groups.”

As local leaders promote out-
door recreation, Whitson said, 
organizations like the Northeast 
Tennessee Regional Economic 
Partnership, Northeast 
Tennessee Tourism Association 
and Visit Johnson City could act 
as bridge builders, facilitating 
meetings between organizations 
that serve different outdoor 
enthusiasts.

Tourism leaders: Communication needed to avoid conflict

Whitson
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