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COVID-19 IN NORTHEAST TENNESSEE SNAPSHOTJonesborough BMA on 
board with opioid lawsuit
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

     
Another local governmental 

body is on track to receive signif-
icant monetary damages in a 
lawsuit recently won against 
Endo Pharmaceuticals for its 

part in the opioid crisis that has 
gripped the region for several 
years.

The Town of  Jonesborough 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
passed a resolution earlier this 
week to join the Baby Doe 

JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

Budget 
panel backs 
tax deal bid 
for jobs

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

A payment-in-lieu-of-taxes 
agreement with an international 
auto components manufacturer 
looking to create 206 jobs in the 
Washington County Industrial 
Park is on its way to the County 
Commission.

Members of  the Washington 
County Budget Committee voted 
unanimously Thursday to send 
the PILOT deal for the unnamed 
company, which is being called 
“Project Stamp,” to commis-
sioners for their final approval 
on April 26.

Alicia Summers, vice president 
of  business development for the 
Northeast Tennessee Regional 
Economic Partnership, said the 
company — with 26 production 
facilities in 10 countries — is 
looking at sites in Tennessee, 
Michigan and Ohio to locate its 
first plant in the United States.

The vacant 380,000-square-foot 
former Alo Tennessee Inc. 
building in the Telford industrial 
park is one of  two locations the 

W
orkers from Snyder Signs 
use cranes to place the    
marquee at the front of the 

Jackson Theatre complex in down-
town Jonesborough on Thursday. 
The Jackson Theatre restoration 
project, which the town originally 
aimed to finish in 2018, has seen a 
number of design, funding and con-
struction delays. The town has 
received a $3.29 million USDA Rural 
Development loan to restore the 
theater, which it bought in 2014. 
Officials say the original plan called 
for a simple restoration, but con-
struction crews later realized the 
building wouldn’t be large enough to 
meet fire code and Americans with 
Disabilities Act requirements. As a 
result, the town bought the building 
next door, named the Stage Door, as 
part of the project.

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Marquee
moment

JACKSON THEATRE

See JONESBOROUGH, Page A2

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Payment-in-lieu-of-taxes 
plan will go before full 
commission on April 26

See JOBS, Page A2

   Record pace
closing in on 200M vaccinations, 

but picture still grim elsewhere.  A10

RACE AGAINST COVID-19

U.S.

City OKs $100K to lure workers
‘There 
is a bit of 
urgency that 
we want 
to put our 
name out 
there.’
ALICIA PHELPS
NETTA

‘Quick 
growth 

is not the
best growth.’

AARON T. 
MURPHY

city commissioner

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City will spend $100,000 
to attract remote workers to the 
region, which will fund a program 

that would also offer perks like cash 
incentives up to $5,000 for applicants 
to move to the area.

Three local economic develop-
ment organizations — the 

Commissioners approve $ for plan that includes 
incentives to get remote workers to relocate 

See WORKERS, Page A2
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