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Tennessee Gov. Bill 
Lee has joined 
fellow Republicans 
to advocate against 
COVID-19 vaccine 
passports, being 
developed in some 
areas to let 
inoculated people 
travel, shop and 
dine more freely. 
A3

THERE’S 
MORE

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Demonstrators lined State of  
Franklin Road Tuesday after-
noon in support of  East 
Tennessee State University’s 
men’s basketball team, as well as 
former basketball coach Jason 
Shay, who resigned amid contro-
versy surrounding the team’s 
decision to kneel for the national 
anthem ahead of  several games 
this season.

“It initially started in support 
of  Coach Shay, and how things 
were handled with him,” 
Washington County/Johnson 
City NAACP President Tavia 
Sillmon said of  the demonstra-
tion. “Now, we’re supporting the 
team. Several players have 

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER

dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Since spring break, 49 stu-
dents in the Johnson City 
Schools system have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

System officials have seen a 
recent uptick in cases over the 
past few weeks, which they 

attribute to a combination of  
factors.

Greg Wallace, the supervisor 
of  safety at the school system, 
said school officials started 
noticing the increase the second 
week after spring break. He said 
the rise in cases has mirrored 
trends in the community.

“That’s always been the case 
in the schools,” Wallace said. 

“As the community’s numbers 
go up, certainly the school num-
bers go up.”

Ballad Health recently 
reported that it had hit 100 hos-
pitalizations of  patients with the 
disease across its facilities for 
the first time in two months. 
The seven-day average of  new 
cases of  the virus in Northeast 
Tennessee also increased from 
65.2 on March 8 to 108.8 on April 

‘We just 
continue to 

remind folks 
that we want 

to finish 
strong.’

GREG WALLACE
Johnson City 

Schools

Schools see cases rise
JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS AND THE CORONAVIRUS

236 students in quarantine; on March 15, there were 40

Seven-day
positivity
% highest
in weeks 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Northeast Tennessee’s sev-
en-day COVID-19 test positivity 
rate continued its rise on 
Tuesday, nearing the 14% mark 
for the first time since late 
January.

As of  Tuesday, the region’s sev-
en-day positive test rate — the 
percentage of  tests that are posi-

tive — was 
13.93%, the 
highest rate 
reported since 
Jan. 22, when it 
was 14.52%. 
And while the 
number of  tests 
reported in the 
past seven days 
is nearly iden-
tical to the 
number 
reported in the 
previous week, 

testing has declined in recent 
days.

Since Friday, the region has 
reported 2,806 total tests com-
pared to 3,595 in the previous five 
days — a drop of  28.2% — though 
the number of  positive tests has 
been nearly unchanged (432 to 
430), leading to an increase in the 
region’s positivity rate. 
Tuesday’s daily positivity rate of  
21.8% was also the highest 
reported since March 26 (22.63%), 
and is only the fourth time the 
daily positivity rate has topped 
20% since January.

REGION ADDS THREE MORE       
VIRUS-RELATED FATALITIES 

Three more Northeast 
Tennesseans were reported dead 
due to the virus on Tuesday, just 
the fifth time more than two 
deaths have been reported in a 
single day since March 1. The 
fatalities were reported in 
Hawkins (1) and Sullivan (2) 
counties.

Tuesday’s death toll brought 
the total number of  deaths 
reported in Northeast Tennessee 
to 1,033, though new reported 
deaths have not topped 10 in a 
single week since the end of  
February. Last week there was a 
net total of  five new reported 
deaths in the region, the fewest 
in a single week since last 
summer.

There were, however, nine new 
hospitalizations reported, the 
most since Feb. 17. Unlike deaths, 
weekly hospitalizations have 
been rising since mid-March, 

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

Test numbers falling; 
three new deaths 
reported in region

AT A 
GLANCE
A quick look at 
Tuesday’s 
COVID-19 numbers 
in Northeast 
Tennessee:
• New cases: 141
• Deaths: 3
• Active 
cases: 1,301
• New tests: 500
• positivity 
rate: 21.8%

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

See pOSITIVITY, Page A2

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Above, some of the demonstrators who gathered underneath the ETSU 
footbridge Tuesday in support of the university’s men’s basketball team 
and former head coach. Below, people take a knee and raise their fists in 
support of the team and former head coach Jason Shay.

A show of support
ETSU BASKETBALL

Demonstrators
gather to back

Buccaneers, 
ex-coach in 

kneeling
controversy

See SUppORT, Page A2
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