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Judge weighs shooting evidence
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Police officers testified Friday 
that a Johnson City teenager 
planned to skip town after a 
deadly shooting, but no one 

answered his calls after the inci-
dent.

Darius Adler, 17, was charged 
with first-degree murder, espe-
cially aggravated robbery, sale of  
a controlled substance and 
simple possession of  marijuana 
after the March 10 shooting.

He’s accused of  shooting 
Daniel King at point-blank range, 
some of  the shots while he was 
standing over the fallen victim. It 
happened in the parking lot of  
Plymouth Ridge Apartments, 
2560 Plymouth Road, where the 
two planned to meet.

Friday’s hearing in a juvenile 
courtroom was to determine 
probable cause that Adler com-
mitted the offense and whether 
or not his case would remain in 
juvenile court or be transferred 
to adult court. Adler will be 18 
years old on July 23.

Johnson City Police Det. Shane 

Juvenile Court hearing continued in March slaying charge against teen

See EVIDENCE, Page A2

‘Beyond 
reason’:
Will rent
move the
market?

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Although they want to stay 
downtown, organizers of  the 
Johnson City Farmers Market 
are concerned that an increase in 
the rate they’re paying to rent 
the Pavilion at Founders Park 
could eventually force them to 
relocate.

Linda Evans, the vice president 
of  the farmers market, said the 
organization was originally 
paying $1 a year when the 
pavilion was managed by the 
Johnson City Development 
Authority.

That fee increased to $125 per 
month last year. Now, with man-
agement of  downtown facilities 
reverting to the city, that fee is 
$150 per day, which Evans said is 
beyond what the organization 
can afford.

“Our vendors want to stay at 
the Pavilion,” Evans said. 
“That’s where we want to be ... 
but to go from $125 a month to 
$150 a day ... for our agency it 
was just beyond reason.”

In August, the city terminated 
its management agreements 
with the JCDA for King 
Commons Park, Founders Park 
and the Pavilion at Founders 

JOHNSON CITY
FARMERS MARKET

‘Our vendors want to stay 
at the Pavilion. That’s 
where we want to be.’

LINDA EVANS

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

In this 2017 file photo, a farmer puts 
strawberries out at the Johnson City 
Farmers Market in the Pavilion at 
Founders Park in Johnson City.

Switch to city operation of 
Pavilion raises rent from $125 
per month to $150 per day

See MARKET, Page A2

Ballad Health will host a 
COVID-19 vaccination event at 
Unicoi County Hospital on 
Saturday, with no appointments 
necessary.

The event is open to everyone 
12 and older, and will take place 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Liberty Bell Middle School is hosting another 
drive-through COVID-19 vaccination event later 
this month for first and second doses.

The event will be held on June 14 from 
2-6 p.m., and is open to everyone 12 and older. It 
will be held 21 days after the school’s first vac-
cine event to provide second doses to those who 
received their Pfizer-BioNTech shots in May.

For more information, or to download consent 
forms for those under 18, visit 

From staff reports

• Ballad, Unicoi County  
   Hospital are hosting 
   vaccination event today

• Liberty Bell will hold first-, second-
   dose drive-through clinic June 14
From staff reports

bit.ly/3pnY5qh.

First responders 
lined up in cars 
around Liberty 

Bell Middle 
School and 

Freedom Hall for 
the first mass 
vaccination in 

Washington 
County.
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COVID-19 vaccination clinics set for Erwin, Liberty Bell

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ROAN MOUNTAIN — 
You’ll need to don your 
walking shoes to reach the 
Cloudland Rhododendron 
Gardens and the Roan 
Mountain Day Use Area 
after damage brought the 
closure of  an access road.

Pisgah National Forest 
announced the temporary clo-
sure of  Appalachian Road, North 
Carolina Route 1406, the access 
road that leads from Carvers Gap 
up to Toll House Gap, the Roan 
Mountain Day Use Area and the 
Cloudland Rhododendron 
Gardens.

The temporary closure due to 
road failure went into effect on 
Tuesday.

“Crews are currently assessing 
the road damage to determine 
the necessary repairs,” the 
Pisgah National Forest reported 
on its web site. It said the road is 
closed to motorized use, but 
pedestrian use is allowed. The 
road is closed during the winter 
months and there is a permanent 
gate at the intersection with the 
state highway at Carvers Gap.

Detour doesn’t 
have to deter 
bloom seekers

CLOUDLAND RHODODENDRON GARDENS

Despite closed 
access road, 

rhododendron 
fans can still 

get to gardens

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Rhododendrons were in full bloom in this file photo.

‘Crews are 
currently 
assessing 
the road 

damage to 
determine 

the 
necessary 

repairs.’
PISGAH

 NATIONAL
 FOREST

 WEBSITE See BLOOM, Page A2
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