
Nobody delivers like we do.
Cesar Santiago
Artist. Nature Lover. Lead Graphic Designer.

Because of our people, we deliver more than the news to our readers.
It’s just another way that we’re committed to our community.

www.johnsoncitypress.com

Lee signs
constitutional 
carry into law. A3

BMS ‘Outlawed’
World of Outlaws competitors turn
fast laps on Bristol’s dirt surface.  B1

BRISTOL BASH TENNESSEE

INSIDE

Church events  B11
JC history  A2
Kid Scoop  A12
Sportswaves  B2
TV listings  A11

Follow the Johnson City Press for breaking 
news, sports and information at johnsonci-
typress.com, on Facebook at facebook.
com/JohnsonCityPress and on Twitter at @
jcpress.

Charles Kenneth Smith
JOHNSON CITY
William Spencer Pickel
    
    

ERWIN
Teddy Lee Barnett
Barbara Faye Masters
KINGSPORT
Randall Benjamin Doran

DEATHS A6

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

78
Low

54

WEATHER A3

Chance
of showers

ONLINE 

Johnson City Press
TRI-CITIES, TENNESSEE   |   johnsoncitypress.com     FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021   |   $1.00

Metro-Kiwanis Park’s 
15 acres includes the 

Friendship Garden, cre-
ated to recognize Johnson 
City’s participation in 
Sister Cities International. 
Johnson City’s sister cities 
are Guaranda, Ecuador; 
Ronneby Sweden; and 
Rybinsk, Russia. The 
garden is in turn home    
to “Junaluska,” a 30-foot 
carving honoring “all the 
Native Americans of  
Tennessee. (Cherokees, 
Creeks and Chickasaws)” 
“Junaluska” was created 
in 1986 by sculptor Peter 
Wolf  Toth. Metro-Kiwanis 
Park, at 817 Guaranda 
Drive, was created in 1972. 
The community park 
includes a concession area 
and restrooms, two picnic 
shelters, picnic tables, 
playground area, two 
lighted softball fields and 
five tennis courts.

Panel backs PILOT 
in bid for 200+ jobs

An international automobile 
components company is looking 
to locate its first manufacturing 
operations in the U.S. by creating 

206 jobs in the Washington 
County Industrial Park.

The unnamed company, which 
industrial development officials 
are calling “Project Stamp,” 
would be located in the now 
vacant 380,000-square-foot Alo 

Tennessee Inc. building, 115 
Precision Blvd., in the Telford 
park.

The 44-year-old manufacturer 
of  metal stamped auto compo-
nents, which now has 17,500 
employees and 26 production 
plants in 10 countries, has asked 
for a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes 
deal for its a two-phased project 
that calls for a total capital invest-

County has competition for unnamed 
auto parts maker with a $144M plan 

WASHINGTON COUNTY INDUSTRIAL PARK

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Members of the Washington County 
Commercial, Industrial and 
Agricultural Committee heard a 
presentation about “Project Stamp,” 
a company that is asking for an 
in-lieu-of-taxes deal.

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

See PILOT, Page A2

COVID-19

Case surge 
continues 
in county 
and region

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington 
County added 
70 new 
COVID-19 infec-
tions on 
Thursday, the 
highest one-day 
total reported 
in the county 
since Jan. 17.

The surge 
brought its sev-
en-day new 
case total to 272 
— 50 more than 

neighboring Sullivan County 
which has a slightly larger popu-
lation.

Overall, the region reported 
223 new COVID-19 infections, the 
highest one-day total since Jan. 
29 — and just the second time 
Northeast Tennessee has added 

Washington County has 
highest one-day number 
since mid-January

3K A DAY?

NET jobless 
claims fall, 
but remain 
above normal

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

This time last year, thousands 
of  people in Northeast Tennessee 
were filing for unemployment 
every week.

Today, hundreds of  people in 
Northeast Tennessee are filing 
for unemployment every week, 
and although that marks a dra-
matic decrease, residents are still 
seeking jobless benefits at a rate 
a few times higher than before 
the pandemic.

That’s happening statewide, 
too.

“Our spike in the highest 
number of  initial claims was 
April 4 of  2020, when statewide 
we had over 116,000 people file 
for unemployment during that 
one week,” said Chris Cannon, a 
spokesperson for the Tennessee 
Department of  Labor and 
Workforce Development.

“Fast forward a year later, 
obviously the situation is much 
different and the numbers are 
much lower, but they’re still high 
and higher than they were.”

WHAT DO THE NUMBERS SAY?
For the week ending April 3, 

770 people in the eight-county 
region of  Northeast Tennessee 
filed for unemployment benefits, 
according to data from the 
Tennessee Department of  Labor.

During the week ending April 
4, 2020, that figure was 6,521, 
which is still the region’s highest 
number of  jobless claims filed in 
a single week since the start of  
the pandemic.

For comparison, 132 people 

UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS

• Week of April 3, 2021: 770
• Week of April 4, 2020: 6,521
• Week of March 14, 2020: 132

See JOBLESS, Page A2

Bristol Motor 
Speedway will host 
a three-day mass 
vaccination event 
using the sin-
gle-dose Johnson 
& Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
The Sullivan 
County Regional 
Health Department 
event will have the 
capacity for 3,000 
vaccinations 
a day. A2

State puts
three new
Republicans
on board

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The three Republican mem-
bers of  the Washington County 
Election Commission have been 
replaced.

The Tennessee Election 
Commission voted earlier this 
week to appoint Phyllis Fox, a 
former administrator at Milligan 
University; Gary McAllister, a 
former Washington County com-
missioner; and John Abe Teague, 
who served as 1st District 
director for former Congressman 

WASHINGTON COUNTY
ELECTION COMMISSION

State Election Commission 
replaces all three GOP 
members of county panel

See COVID-19, Page A2

See ELECTION, Page A2

The Friendship 
Garden is a 3-acre 
special use area 
used primarily for 
self-directed 
activities.

A garden
of peace
and honor

http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B11&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A12&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A11&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3K&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2552f98f-80d0-52d4-b3e2-c7794c64af0b

