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A miniature landscape of  mountains 
and valleys stretches across the length 
of  a spacious room in the Campus 
Center building at East Tennessee 
State University.

Small towns and sprawling metropo-
lises sit in makeshift displays, and 
yards and yards of  train tracks circum-
navigate the room.

After 14 years on the ETSU campus, 
a museum showcasing Johnson City’s 
history with the local railroad system 
is looking for a new home.

Director Fred Alsop said the George 
L. Carter Railroad Museum has out-
grown its space at ETSU, and with 
on-campus construction projects slated 
to occur sometime in the future, the 
museum is searching for new accom-
modations.

The museum has about 5,000 square 
feet of  space, which Alsop said was 
more than enough room roughly 14 
years ago. The museum, however, has 
continued to expand, and the member-
ship of  its affiliated railroad clubs have 
also grown dramatically.

“We’re just basically out of  room,” 
he said, noting that the museum also 
has roughly 1,000 square feet of  items 
in storage at ETSU’s Valleybrook 
campus.

Open one day a week on Saturdays, 
Alsop said, the museum typically sees 
about 8,000 visitors a year.

Aside from the miniature displays, 
the walls of  the museum are also lined 
with a gallery of  glass cases that con-
tain railroad memorabilia. Space is 
also dedicated to a library full of  books 

about the history of  the local rail 
system and workshops where enthusi-
asts cut together small buildings and 
craft tiny, artificial trees.

Alsop has discussed the move with 
leaders at the city, the Convention and 

Railroad Museum 
in need of new home

George L. Carter 
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director Fred 
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Campus Center 

building at ETSU. 
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The George L. Carter Railroad Museum at ETSU is full of miniature displays, including this one of 
the old station that is now yeeHaw Brewing in Johnson City. 

A steam engine 
and tender lead a 
train in one of the 
exhibits at the 
Railroad Museum.

All aboard!
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rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County officials are applying for a 
$200,000 community development block grant to 
provide water to residents in the Taylor Bridge 
Road area.

County 
commis-
sioners say 
the infra-
structure 
grant is the 
first step in 
meeting 
their goal to 
extend 
water ser-
vice to rural 
areas of  
Washington 
County. 
Commiss-
ioners 
approved a 
resolution 
last week 
directing 
county 
Mayor Joe 
Grandy to 
apply for the 
CDBG 
funding 
through the 
First 
Tennessee 
Develop-
ment District.

The requested $200,000 is the maximum 
amount available for the project under the grant 
program administered by the Tennessee 
Department of  Economic and Community 
Development. Washington County is expected to 
contribute $1,695,950 to the water line project.

Commissioner Bryan Davenport, who serves 
as chairman of  the county’s Water Task Force, 
told his colleagues last week his panel hopes to 
have a prioritized list of  other water projects for 
them to tackle in the near future.

Davenport has said members of  the task force 
will be asked to make “data-driven decisions” on 
where the county should concentrate its limited 
resources for public water.

A 2019 engineering report prepared by 
Tysinger, Hampton & Partners Inc. found 
Washington County has 214 miles of  roadway 
with no access to public water.

Davenport noted earlier this month that it is 
estimated to cost the county nearly $40 million to 
extend water service to all 359 projects listed in 
the engineering report.

County pushes 
for water grant 
to serve Taylor 
Bridge Road
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Washington County Officials are 
applying for a community development 
block grant to provide water to 
residents in the Taylor Bridge Road 
area. A study said the county has 214 
miles of public roadway with no access 
to water.

With the weather getting 
warmer, a number of  new 
restaurants are opening up. 
These restaurateurs can sense 
the easing of  mask-wearing and 
social distancing, and know that 
there are a bunch of  hungry cus-
tomers out there who are tired of  
eating their own cooking.

Good food and renewed, happy 
socializing with other people is 
the best (and only) remedy for 
“Interesting Times,” and folks 
like Brian and Kera Green of  
Bluff  City’s Shallow Creek Grill 
are just the restaurateurs to pro-
vide it.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Shallow Creek Grill is located 

on a neck-snapper switchback 
called Bunker Hill Road. You 

travel 200 yards down Bunker 
Hill Road from its intersection 
with U.S. Highway 19E’s four-
lane, occupying a former conve-
nience store property. Inside is a 
spacious dining area seating 50 
or so, with a cashier, takeout sta-
tion and the line kitchen along 
the rear wall. Restrooms (clean & 
tidy) are found at the rear.

Though the gas pumps out 
front don’t work, the canned 
drinks cooler and snacks display 
inside does, should you need 
something for the road.

BLT “CREEK-STyLE” WITH FRIES
Having spotted Shallow Creek 

Grill on a Saturday visit to Bluff  
City, I’d asked my dining partner 

and our dine-around friend the 
Retiree to join me for an early 
supper. Owner Brian Green 

greeted us, saw to our seating, 

New Shallow Creek Grill 
is delicious, friendly

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

The bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich combo served “Creek” style was wrapped 
up in a flour tortilla, and served with a generous portion of Shallow Creek’s 
homemade, hand-cut French fries. 

Shallow Creek’s classic chicken breast 
sandwich

MySTERy DINER

See GRILL, Page A2

See MUSEUM, Page A2
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