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Do you have 
a hiking 
bucket list?  E4

Icy shooting
Bucs keep it close before
Chattanooga takes control.  C1

LADY MOCS 66, BUCS 51 BILL FULLER

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Imagine waking up on 
snowy Christmas Day 2020 

and seeing a 5-foot, brightly 
painted elephant in your yard.

It can happen, and it did for one 
lucky elephant lover.

The Coat of  Many Colors elephant, 
along with seven other elephants of  
various designs, raised $35,000 in a 
silent bid auction Dec. 1, according to 
Jamie Rice, communications specialist 
for Erwin.

David Baines, of  Elizabethton, sur-

‘Caught 
in the 
middle’

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

While investigating an employ-
ee’s official complaint against 
City Manager Pete Peterson, 
Knoxville attorney Benjamin 

Lauderback 
also addressed 
an issue that 
has long dogged 
city officials: Is 
Johnson City 
friendly to 
developers?

“During the 
course of  my 
investigation I 
heard about cit-
izens and devel-
opers com-
plaining of  the 
unforgiving, 

uncompromising and negative 
attitudes of  the employees in the 
fire prevention, and to a lesser 
extent, the codes enforcement 
offices in the Development 
Services division,” Lauderback 

Active cases 
rise again; 
highest since 
Christmas
By Nathan Baker
NEWS EDITOR
nbaker@johnsoncitypress.com

The number of  novel corona-
virus (COVID-19) deaths in the 
region pushed past a weekly 
record set Friday, followed by a 
similarly grim figure from the 
state.

The Tennessee Department of  
Health reported five new deaths 
Saturday in Northeast 
Tennessee’s eight counties, 
increasing the death toll since 
Monday to 68, 10 higher than the 
previous record set during the 
week of  Dec. 14 to 20. Since 
March, 725 deaths in the region 
have been attributed to the virus.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER

dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Businesses selling liquor 

onsite had until Dec. 31 to pay 

their annual privilege tax to 

Johnson City, a fee that for 

restaurants can be in the range 

of  $600 to $1,000 depending on 

their seating capacity.
But one local restaurant owner 

is questioning whether it’s fair to 
charge those fees during a year 
in which public health officials 
have encouraged restaurants to 
cut their maximum capacity to 
reduce the spread of  the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19).

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County commis-
sioners are being asked to back 
efforts to return an important 
piece of  the county’s history to 
Jonesborough.

Ned Irwin, Washington 
County’s archivist, said the 
county is working to retrieve its 

very first property deed book, 
“Deed Book A,” which was sent 
to Nashville in 1897 as part of  its 
contribution to the Tennessee 
Centennial Celebration.

The deed book was eventually 
moved to the Tennessee State 
Library and Archives, where it 
remains today.

The historical document is a 
1830s copy of  Washington 

It’s a historical 
search, in deed

WASHINGTON COUNTY RECORDS

Archivist 

working 

to return 

‘Deed 

Book A’  

to county

David Baines 
of Elizabethton 
surprised his wife Mary 
at Christmas with the 
Coat of Many Colors 
elephant from the 2020 
Elephant Revival. The 
event auctioned off 
eight of the artworks for 
a record total of 
$35,000.

CONTRIBUTED

Erwin elephants 
nearly doubled in 

size — and funds 
raised —  in 2020

Timber 
co-owner Nathan 
Brand said the 
restaurant has 
been operating at 
a fraction of its 
normal capacity 
during the 
COVID-19 
pandemic.

DAVID FLOYD/  
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Businesses remind city: Our glasses are half empty
Capacity-based alcohol tax not adjusted for pandemic; 
Johnson City unsure temporary cut could be reversed

See GLASSES, Page A2

An elephant of a different

See DEED, Page A2

See ELEPHANT, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The oldest official record in Tennessee is stored at the 
Washington County Archives. Archivist Ned Irwin holds a 
record dated November 1779. County clerk John Sevier 
hand-wrote all court documents for the Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions.

JOHNSON CITY

Report on complaint 
against city manager 
also weighs in on 
business, codes issue 

‘Mr. 
Peterson 
seems to 
be caught 

in the 
middle of 
these two 
opposite 

sides.’
BENJAMIN

 LAUDERBACK

See REPORT, Page A3

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

See COVID-19, Page A2
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