
Do you have a great attitude? Do YOU want a Career and not just a job?

Apply now at www.stevehuffplumbing.com 113 Witherspoon Drive • Kingsport, TN 37663 • (423) 239-8361

We Are 
Hiring!

*Sign on bonus*

$2,000 for Apprentice

$5,000 for at least 1 year 
Residential Experience

Doughboys win big 
over Princeton. B1

Ripple effect
Sky-high diesel prices squeeze 
truckers, farmers, consumers.  A5

SOARING COSTS APPY LEAGUE

INSIDE

Classified ads  B4
Comics  B8
Editorial  A4
Fun & Games  B7
Lottery  A2
Sportswaves  B2
Stocks  A5
TV Listings  A7

Follow the Johnson City 
Press for breaking news, 
sports and information at 
johnsoncitypress.com, on 
Facebook at facebook.com/
JohnsonCityPress and on 
Twitter at @jcpress.

David Earnest Godsey
Mary Margaret Settle
Kay Ruth Lumsden VanDyke
JOHNSON CITY
Louis Haynes “Louie” Gump
Catherine Kartychak
Diane Lynn McClaskey

ELIZABETHTON
Dr. Chele Chaplain Dugger
Gene Sams
ERWIN
Betty Gouge
KNOXVILLE
Vera Rose Ellen Miller
SHADY VALLEY
Lorella Greer Tolliver

DEATHS A6, A8

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

86
Low

67

WEATHER A3

Mostly cloudy skies 
with a 70% chance 
of showers 

ONLINE 

Johnson City Press
TRI-CITIES, TENNESSEE   |   johnsoncitypress.com     THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022   |   $1.00

By AMBER BROPHY
abrophy@johnsoncitypress.com

As the new school year 
approaches and free meal 
waivers expire, it has never 
been more important for fami-
lies to apply for school meal 
assistance.

School district administrators 
from across the Tri-Cities are 
joining forces to encourage all 
families to complete an applica-
tion for federal meal benefits. 
This application helps qualify 
students for free or reduced price 

school meals depending on the 
family’s need.

Since March of  2020, many stu-
dents have been able to receive 
free meals without needing to 
submit an application. However, 
those federal waivers will no 
longer be in effect for the coming 
2022-23 school year.

School meal services across the 
region will return to pre-pandemic 
ways of  operating. Because of  this, 
students must have an approved 
application on file in order to 
receive school meal assistance.

“It is more important than ever 

for families to complete the meal 
benefits application to determine 
if  they qualify,” said Jennifer 
Burleson, school nutrition 
director for Bristol Tennessee 
City Schools. “With the federal 
waiver providing free meals for 
all students last school year, 
many families never completed 
an application. As a result, our 
percentage of  families who quali-
fied for free or reduced meals 
was much lower than usual.”

Karen McGahey, the food ser-
vice director for Johnson City 
Schools, agreed.

“We encourage all families to 
complete the meal benefits appli-
cation,” she said. “The program 
provides more than just meals 
for students. Completing that one 
form can result in increased 
funding for additional classroom 
resources to benefit all stu-
dents.”

According to McGahey, these 
benefits can include reduced fees 
for the SAT, ACT and AP exams, 
discounted fees on college appli-
cations, increased opportunities 
for college scholarships and 
more.

Please reach out to the school 
nutrition department in your 
school district with any questions 
or concerns. Each district will 
provide applications to all stu-
dents at the beginning of  the year.

More information for Johnson 
City Schools and Washington 
County Schools can be found on 
their corresponding websites 
listed below:

Washington County Schools: 
https://www.wcde.org/lunch

Johnson City Schools: https://
www.jcschools.org/administra-
tion/4

Families urged to apply for school meal benefits

By SARAH OWENS
sowens@johnsoncitypress.com

The Johnson City Police 
Department is investigating an 
incident in which a pedestrian 
was hit by a car Tuesday night 
and remains in an area hospital 
in critical condition.

Police responded to reports of  
a vehicle crash around 9:20 p.m. 
on University Parkway near the 
Greenlee Road overpass. When 
they arrived, officers said they 
found a pedestrian, identified as 
John S. Gonder, had been 
struck by a car as he attempted 
to cross the westbound lanes of  
the parkway.

Gonder was taken to Johnson 
City Medical Center where he 
is currently in critical condi-
tion.

Police said Gonder ran into 
the path of  the oncoming car, 
which was then rear-ended by a 
second car.

The driver of  the car that hit 
Gonder was also transported to 
the hospital, along with a pas-
senger from a second vehicle, 
after sustaining injuries from 
the crash.

The incident is being investi-
gated by the Johnson City 
Police Department Traffic 
Crash Reconstruction Team.

JC officers 
investigate 
pedestrian 
hit by car

By NATHAN BAKER
nbaker@johnsoncitypress.com

A 
man whose name is 
immeasurably 
important to the city 
and its residents, 

Louis “Louie” Gump, died over-
night Tuesday at 83, according 
to family members.

Gump was a graduate in eco-
nomics from the University of  
North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
and, after a stint in the Navy as 

a destroyer officer, he returned 
to Johnson City to work in the 
family finance business.

He started the consulting 
firm Impact Management in 
Johnson City and took on sev-
eral philanthropic and quali-

ty-of-life improving endeavors, 
including founding the first 
hospice in the city and the 
Hands On! Regional Museum.

One of  the achievements he 

Entrepreneur, philanthropist, 
city booster Louie Gump dies

FILE PHOTO

Louis H. “Louie” Gump stands outside the house that used to be owned by his great uncle Harry Gump. Harry commissioned the design for what is now the Hillrise 
Park, which was one of the first planned residential subdivisions in Johnson City. Louis Gump died overnight Tuesday at 83, according to family members.

From staff reports

On the first weekend of August 
(5th & 6th), a period of  summer 
generally referred to as the “dog 
days,” Six Rivers Media is joining 
forces with Bank of Tennessee 
and Holston Distributing to put 
on one of  the best shows the 
region has seen in quite some 
time — the Dog Days Riverfest. 
Seven bands over two days, 
vendor booths and food trucks, 
camping and playing on the 
Nolichucky, and causes to sup-

port and learn about — that 
makes for a full weekend.

The Johnson City Press caught 
up with one of  the performers, 
Jared Bentley of  the band Big 
Son, to ask a few questions before 
the big weekend.

Jared, how did you get into music?
“Unlike a lot of  the other 

people in this lineup, or in any 
band around the region, really, I 
didn’t grow up playing. I didn’t 
get into a band until I was well 
into college. I had the chance to 

sit in with a local band on 
campus, we all seemed to enjoy 
it, and I gradually began to gravi-
tate more to it over time.

First, it was just singing in a 
couple of  cover bands, and then 
slowly teaching myself  a few 
guitar chords and writing my 
own stuff. And once you start 
writing, well, it just sort of  sticks 
with you. It’s hard to stop 
wanting to write and play more, 
even when you get older, so I just 
keep doing it. Not that I do it well 
... but it sure is a lot of  fun.”

How did you get involved in this cur-
rent band?

“We have all played in the 
region for years, and some of us 
had been in bands together, or 
shared bills with each other — 
we knew each other. There were 
a couple of  thwarted attempts to 
get something going and a few 
personnel changes here and 
there, but I think we’ve settled on 
a good combination now.

Good guys to play with. I bring 

Dog Days Riverfest performing act Big Son talks festival, ‘mountain soul’ sound

See RIVERFEST, Page A2

See GUMP, Page A2

LOUIS ‘LOUIE’ GUMP, 83
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