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McLeod Organics will open at 101 E. 
Main St. in Jonesborough.

‘A natural fit’ 
drew couple, 
business to 
new home

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

McLeod Organics, a small fam-
ily-owned business based in 
Huntersville, North Carolina, is 
relocating to downtown 
Jonesborough.

T. McLeod, who owns the busi-
ness with his 
wife Jennifer, 
said they were 
looking to move 
to a quieter 
area where 
they could both 
operate a busi-
ness and retire. 
Huntersville is 

just outside of  Charlotte, and is 
part of  the Charlotte metropol-
itan area.

“We just felt (Jonesborough) 
was a natural fit,” McLeod said. 
“It felt good, and it felt like some-
thing that was going to be an 
easy transition from here, so we 
just went full-steam ahead.”

McLeod said they will be 
closing their North Carolina 
stores, and hope to open their 
Jonesborough location in 
August. The business will be 
located in the former home of  
Downtown Sweet, 101 E. Main 

‘We're just 
looking 

forward to 
a quieter, 

serene life.’
T. McLEOD

Owners hope to begin sales 
of organic health, personal 
care products in August

See DREW, Page A2

Family seeks ‘any and all help’

From staff reports

    
ROAN MOUNTAIN — It’s been 

more than a week since Thomas 
Hastings went missing from his 
home at 245 Laurel Highlands 
Road in Roan Mountain.

His family is continuing to 

search for him and has organized 
another community search for 
him to take place Saturday from 
8 a.m. until sunset. The group 
will start searching at Erik 
Anderson Community Park.

The family can be reached 
about the search by email at find-

tomhastings@gmail.com. The 
family said “any and all help is 
needed and appreciated (drones, 
dogs, 4-wheelers).”

Hastings is 65 years old and 
described as suffering from 
dementia.

He is listed by the Tennessee 
Bureau of  Investigation on its 
Silver Alert Program. He is 6 feet 
tall, weighs 200 pounds, with 
gray hair and blue eyes. He was 
last seen on July 1. At that time 

he was wearing a 
gray sweatshirt 
with the words 
“North Carolina 
State” imprinted 
on it. He was also 
wearing gray 
sweatpants.

Anyone who 
has seen Hastings 

should call the Carter County 
Sheriff’s Department at 423-542-
1845 or TBI at 1-800-TBI-FIND.

SEARCH FOR THOMAS HASTINGS

All-day community search set today 

for missing Roan Mountain man

Hastings
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Andrew Hunigan, right, with his 
attorney, Daniel Boyd. Hunigan was 
given a one-year sentence to be served 
on probation in the death of an 
8-month-old dog he was training.

Trainer 
pleads 
guilty in 
dog death

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

A Washington County 
Criminal Court judge rejected a 
defendant’s statement that he 
didn’t notice a dog in his care for 
training was wasting away 
without proper nutrition to the 
point it died.

Judge Lisa Rice made the com-
ment Friday after Andrew 
Hunigan pleaded guilty to aggra-
vated animal abuse in the death 
of  Dallas, an 8-month-old bull 
terrier, after the family pet 
starved to death during a five-
week “board and train” session 
at Off  Leash K9 Training.

Because Hunigan had no crim-
inal history, he was sentenced to 
one year in prison.

But he won’t serve that behind 
bars. Due to the lack of  any crim-
inal history, he was afforded the 
opportunity for one year of  pro-
bation. If  he successfully com-
pletes that term, he can have the 

Animal abuse count 
brings one-year sentence, 
to be served on probation

Contributed to the Press
    

Johnson City Schools will wel-

come students back for the first 

day of  the 2021-2022 school year 

on Wednesday, Aug. 4.

The first day will be a full day 

as the system returns to normal 

scheduling for students and staff. 

Continuing with protocols 

approved by the Johnson City 

Board of  Education on May 4, 
face coverings will be optional 
for students and staff.

“We are looking forward to 
welcoming back students for a 
great school year,” said Johnson 
City Schools Superintendent 
Steve Barnett in a press release. 
“We are so proud of  our teachers, 
students and families who suc-
cessfully navigated through a 

challenging 2020-2021 school 
year.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing to build on the successes 
we had last year and providing 
high-level instruction for all of  
our students.”

Those who need to register 
their students for school may do 
so all summer. School offices are 
open for business throughout the 

summer months.
Check your school’s website 

for office hours, open house 
information and school supply 
lists. Information will be posted 
before the week of  July 19.

School websites are accessible 
through the jcschools.org web-
site or by using schoolname.
jcschools.org, as in sciencehill.
jcschools.org.

Johnson City students head back to the classrooms on Aug. 4

See TRAINER, Page A2

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

East Market Street in downtown Johnson 
City is starting to look like a road again.

Work began in January on the 100 block of  
East Market Street to install new sewer clea-
nouts, rehabilitate and replace sewer lines   
and install a new water mainline, water ser-
vice lines and fire sprinkler connections..

The work is part of  a $1 million project to 
rehabilitate 2,600 feet of  sewer line and more 
than 550 feet of  waterline installation in and 

around downtown. 
The East Market Street phase of  the 

project was only expected to last three 
months, but was delayed while the city com-
pleted work in the Langston neighborhood.

The actual water and sewer portion of  the 
project was completed in April, with work to 
replace the sidewalks and repave the road 
beginning in May. Public Works Director 
Phil Pindzola told the Press in May the 
street is expected to be completed this 
month.

Press Staff  Writer David Floyd contrib-
uted to this report. 

IT’S A MAKEOVER ON MARKET ...
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