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WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

Limestone residents say 
serenity being disrupted
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Residents in the Limestone 

area told Washington County 
commissioners Monday that a 
bitcoin mining operation is dam-
aging both the property values 
and the serenity of  their rural 
community.

Craig Ponder, pastor of  New 
Salem Baptist Church, said his 
congregation and neighbors of  

the community were being dis-
turbed by the constant noise 
from the computers and cooling 
fans used by Red Dog 
Technologies in its cyber mining 
operation.

He said residents in the area 
“feel invaded by an army we have 
no say in.”

Bitcoin mining is a process 
that produces cryptocurrency by 
using computers to solve very 
complex math problems.

“Our quality of  life is being 
impacted,” Ponder told commis-
sioners.

While there was no item on the 
commission’s regular agenda 

dealing with bitcoin mining, resi-
dents in the Limestone commu-
nity used the public comment 
period to address the issue and to 
warn commissioners that they 
fear a second bitcoin facility may 
be in the works at a location near 

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — It is just a 
couple of  weeks until this year’s per-
formances of  “Liberty! The Saga of  
Sycamore Shoals,” Tennessee’s official 
outdoor drama, makes its 2021 debut at 
Sycamore Shoals State Historic Park.

This marks the 42nd year of  the per-
formances but this year will be dif-
ferent because the performances will 
be in June rather than July. The first 
show is scheduled for Friday, June 4.

Other than the calendar, the perfor-
mances will be similar to past years, 
with the outdoor play taking place at 
the Fort Watauga amphitheater and 
with a large cast portraying fron-
tiersmen and frontierswomen, 
Cherokees and Overmountain Men. 
The cast will portray several events of  
national significance that took place in 
the late 18th century on the banks of  
the Watauga River, on the very ground 
where the audience will watch the 
events being retold.

Among the events portrayed is the 
coming together of  community leaders 
to establish the Articles of  the Watauga 
Association in 1772. Theodore 
Roosevelt later said these were “first 

men of  American birth to establish a 
free and independent community on 
the continent.”

Another event portrayed in the play 
is the Transylvania Purchase, where 
land speculators led by Judge Richard 
Henderson negotiated with Cherokee 
leaders to purchase 20 million acres of  
land in Kentucky and Tennessee. This 
negotiation sparked a series of  
Cherokee attacks a year later on the 
frontier settlements along the 
Watauga, Nolichucky and Holston 
rivers. These included a three-week 
attack on Fort Watauga. Cherokee 

Chiefs Attakullakulla and Oconostota, 
along with Attakullakulla’s son, 
Dragging Canoe, all played a large role 
in the attacks.

Liberty! is set in front of  a full-scale 

‘Liberty!’

The drama tells the stories of several frontier 
women who played prominent roles in the 
events of the day.

“Liberty!” tells about the remarkable events that occurred in 
the late 18th century on the nation’s first frontier.

JENNIFER BAUER

A group of settlers are assembled for battle during ‘Liberty!’ Two 18th century battles are 
portrayed: the 1776 siege of Fort Watauga and the 1780 Battle of Kings Mountain.

The time has come for

Presentations of state’s official 
outdoor drama moving to June

BAYS MOUNTAIN PARK

By Matthew Lane
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

KINGSPORT — To celebrate its golden anni-
versary, Bays Mountain Park plans to build a 
new trail within its borders later this summer.

This new Legacy Trail will be the longest trail 
in the park (3.75 miles) and the first new one 
built in nearly a decade.

It will start near Chestnut Trail and the head 
of  Azalea Trail, running parallel to the River 
Mountain Road and provide easier access to the 
fire tower. The trail will take hikers, bikers and 
runners along the south slope of  the north ridge 
of  Bays Mountain.

“We’re excited about what this new trail brings 
to the park,” said Park Manager Rob Cole during 
a Monday press conference announcing the 

Legacy Trail 
unveiling marks 
50th anniversary

MATTHEW LANE/KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

Park Manager Rob Cole and City Manager Chris McCartt 
unveil the map of the proposed Legacy Trail during 
Monday’s press conference.

Only one-day stockpile on hand
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Marsh Regional Blood Center is in critical 
need of  more blood supplies, with current stock-
piles roughly a third of  what Center Director 
Steffanie Sukel says the center would like to 
have on-hand.

Sukel said blood supply has been low over the 
last year, and said donating blood isn’t on the 
minds of  most people, calling it a “perfect storm 

Blood Center critically 
in need of more donors

PRESENTATIONS FOR 2021

June 4-5; 11-12; 17-19; 24-26

All performances begin at 7:30 p.m.

See LIBERTY, Page A2

See TRAIL, Page A2

See DONORS, Page A2

Bitcoin mining concerns raised

See CONCERNS, Page A2
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