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typress.com, on Facebook at facebook.
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By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

The best time to plant a tree is 
20 years ago, an old proverb says, 
but the second best time is now.

In that spirit, Johnson City will 
hold a tree giveaway on April 3 at 
Metro-Kiwanis Park, 817 
Guaranda Drive, in observance 
of  Arbor Day. The event will 
begin at 9 a.m., and 2,000 tree 
seedlings will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Varieties will include lavender 
crepe myrtle, red maple, redbud, 
white dogwood, serviceberry and 
black gum/black Tupelo.

“It’s to draw attention to the 
benefit of  trees,” said city for-
ester Patrick Walding. 
“Especially in the urban setting, 
where if  you don’t plan for trees, 
you won’t have trees.”

In a press release, the city said 
this Arbor Day will be the 21st 
consecutive year that Johnson 

Want a 
tree? 
Johnson 
City has 
2,000 to 
hand out

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

It’s pledge time at WETS-FM.
The public radio station on the 

campus of  East Tennessee State 
University kicked off  its spring 
on-air fundraiser on Saturday, 
and will be collecting donations 
through Friday.

We asked Wayne Winkler, 
director of  WETS, to provide a 
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Flowers bloom on 
a tree in Metro-
Kiwanis Park in 
Johnson City.

‘If you don’t plan 
for trees, you 
won’t have trees’

WETS-FM director: 
Local donors ‘bedrock’ 
of public radio

Cases climb; Ballad adds eligibility
COVID-19 IN NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

Northeast Tennessee counties 
reported 141 new COVID-19 
cases on Tuesday, sending active 
cases back above the 1,000 mark 
for the first time in a month.

Active cases in the region 
have been steadily rising over 
the past week, growing by 
27.5% since last week. As of  
Tuesday, Northeast Tennessee 
counties had 1,008 active infec-
tions, more than half  of  which 

Region tops 1,000 active COVID-19 

cases for the first time in a month
System opens community 
vax centers to all 16-plus

Ballad Health will open its 
Tennessee vaccine clinics to all 
adults beginning Wednesday, 
after Gov. Bill Lee’s Monday 
announcement that all adults in 

the state will be eligible no later 

than April 5.

“I am proud that we are able to 

work in conjunction with our 

local health departments and 

From staff reports

Syringes  
prepared with 

Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine sit at a 

vaccination site in 
Long Beach, Calif.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESSBy Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com  THERE’S MORE: 

Most parents worry 
that reopened schools 
will yield more virus 
cases, but there’s an 
even deeper fear that 
their children are 
falling behind. A3See CASES, Page A2 See VAX, Page A2

CELEBRATING ARBOR DAY

WETS SPRING FUNDRAISER

Wayne Winkler, 
director of 
WETS-FM

See WETS-FM, Page A2

See TREES, Page A2

FIVE QUESTIONS WITH DR. KEVIN METZGER

Back 
in the 
game

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Raised in Richmond, Virginia, Kevin Metzger 
developed a love for sports medicine through 
playing sports as a child along with his brothers.

After graduating from medical school at 
Eastern Kentucky University of  Pikeville, 
Metzger came to Johnson City and East 
Tennessee State University for his family medi-
cine residency. Now a sports medicine physician 
with Holston Medical Group, Metzger finds joy 
in helping people return to the physical activities 
they love.

Through 
sports 

medicine, 
he gets 

patients

 ‘One of the 
best parts 
of my job is 
working on 
the sideline 
or court as 
a team 
physician.’
KEVIN METZGERSee QUESTIONS, Page A2

Dr. Kevin 
Metzger 
with his 

family.
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Talking dirt ...
But in a good way: Stenhouse talks
Bristol, tradition and a dream.  B1
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