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Report details Ballad’s impact
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Ballad Health released a 
three-year retrospective this 
week detailing its efforts to 
improve health care in the 
region since its creation in 
February 2018 through the end 
of  2020.

“Against the backdrop of  
massive closures of  rural hospi-
tals throughout the nation, cre-
ating a crisis of  access to health-
care in rural communities, 
Ballad Health was created to 
preserve and enhance access to 
needed healthcare in our rural 
region, reduce the growth in the 
cost of  healthcare and focus on 
improving the trajectory of  

health and well-being 
throughout the Appalachian 
Highlands,” Ballad Health CEO 
Alan Levine said in a press 
release.

Levine said Ballad Health has 
reduced the cost of  health care 
by millions of  dollars annually, 
improved access in rural com-
munities and attracted more 
than 150 new providers to the 
region.

Points to 3-year record of cutting health care costs, improved access

See BALLAD, Page A2

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

On a brisk St. Patrick’s Day in 
1971, eager shoppers joined local 
dignitaries, the Science Hill High 
School band and Miss Johnson 
City to cut the ribbon on the 
city’s new “Miracle” Mall — a 

shopping 
center that 
promised to be 
a commercial 
hub for the 
region.

A bulletin in 
the Johnson 
City Press-
Chronicle 
advertising the 

grand opening lauded the facili-
ty’s free parking for 1,770 cars 
and the ability to shop in 72 
degree, year-round comfort, 
which was likely a relief  to the 
shoppers standing outside in the 
40-degree chill on that 
Wednesday 50 years ago.

About 20 stores were opening 
that day, the ad declared, with 
another dozen on their way.

This week, The Mall at 
Johnson City will mark the 50th 
year since its grand opening. A 
celebration commemorating the 
anniversary was originally 
scheduled for 2021, but it has 
been pushed to spring 2022 
because of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We are excited about the 
mall’s transformation over the 
past 50 years as we continue to 
reinvent the guest experience 
and innovate to remain rele-
vant,” said General Manager 
Ashley Grindstaff. “What 
remains constant is our 

Region adds 102 cases; seven-day positivity rate tops 10%

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Northeast Tennessee’s eight 
counties reported 102 new 
COVID-19 infections on 
Wednesday, leading to a slight 
increase in active infections, 
which rose by seven.

That’s the fourth time in the 

past eight days that the region 
reported more than 100 new 
COVID-19 cases, but the first 
time this week. Five counties 
reported double-digit increases 
in new cases, with Sullivan 
County (38) adding the most. 
Washington (+22), Hawkins 
(+11), Carter (+10) and Greene 
(+10) also reported at least 10 
new cases.

Wednesday’s new case count 
also caused the region’s active 
infections to rise slightly, by 
seven to 797. Active cases have 
also increased in four of  the past 
eight days, though they have 
been moderate gains. And while 
there are more active cases than 
there were last Wednesday, the 
current active case count 
remains below last week’s high 
of  804 reported on Saturday.

THE MALL AT 50

A photo from the Johnson City Press-
Chronicle shows patrons streaming into 
Johnson City’s new mall in 1971.

50 years 
later, ‘you 
still see 
friends’
Opening as Johnson City’s 
‘Miracle’ Mall, shopping 
center continues to evolve

‘At my age, 
everybody 

was just 
excited to 
go there.’

GARY

McALLISTER

See MALL, Page A2

Pushing forward 
with its plan to 
reopen schools 
this spring, the 
Biden administra-
tion is expanding 
coronavirus testing 
for teachers, staff 
and students and 
convening a 
summit for educa-
tors to share “best 
practices.” A3

THERE’S MORE

COVID-19 IN NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

Fourth time in eight days region has had 100+ new cases

See COVID-19, Page A2

PUTTING SOME SPRING IN YOUR STEP ...

BECKY CAMPBELL/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Spring 2021 officially kicks off this weekend, but a 
stroll around Johnson City shows the flowers know it’s 

already here. While things will cool off a bit later on, the 
spring weather continues today with a forecast high of 

71, matching Wednesday’s high — but with a 90% 
chance of showers. Turn to A3 for the full forecast. 
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