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JONESBOROUGH K-8 SCHOOL

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

School advocate Kerrie Aistrop, pictured with her sons 
Jackson, 10, and Logan, 12, is hopeful the new school will be 
completed in time for Jackson to attend the seventh grade.

Students 
dig in to 

mark next 
phase of 

K-8 project

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Watching students from 
Jonesborough Elementary 
School shovel dirt for photo-
graphs at the site of  Washington 
County’s newest school made for 
an “exciting day” for one parent 
who has championed the project 
from the start.

Kerrie Aistrop, who serves on 
the advisory committee over-
seeing the $42 million construc-
tion project, said the ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
Jonesborough K-8 school was 
something that she and other 

Students from 
Jonesborough 

Elementary 
School throw the 

ceremonial first 
shovels of dirt at 

a groundbreaking 
on Tuesday 

at the site of 
Jonesborough’s 
new K-8 school. 

Keisha Scott, 
a first-grade 

teacher at South 
Side Elementary 

School, was 
surprised Tuesday 
with a grant from 
the Johnson City 

Public Schools 
Foundation.

DAVID FLOYD/   
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Kathy Calhoun, left, who chairs the Johnson City Public Education 
Foundation’s grant committee, surprises fourth-grade teacher Anita 
Sutherland with news that her grant was funded.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

With assistance from a $570 
grant, students in Anita 
Sutherland’s fourth-grade class 
at South Side Elementary 
School will produce an educa-
tional podcast, which will help 

classmates catch up on lessons 
they miss during days away 
from school.

Sutherland is one of  19 
Johnson City teachers that the 
Johnson City Public Schools 
Foundation surprised with 
grant funding on Tuesday.

In total, $23,640.96 was 
awarded to teachers at South 
Side, Cherokee Elementary, 
Towne Acres Elementary, Lake 
Ridge Elementary, Indian Trail 
Intermediate and Liberty Bell 

Taken for granted? Not these Johnson City teachers
Nineteen city teachers 
share $23K in grants from 
Public Schools Foundation

Residents 
urge board 
to address 
traffic woes
Speakers cite speed 
issues, lack of sidewalks, 
need for better crosswalks  
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Sherrell Lyon has lived in 
Jonesborough for nearly two 
decades, and often likes to go for 
runs from his home on East 
Main Street just outside of  down-
town.

On Saturday afternoon, Lyon 
was running after work, and a 
car passed within about a foot of  
him. It was unable to move over 
because another car was in the 
opposite lane. Lyon was running 
on the narrow shoulder of  a por-
tion of  East Main Street that 
does not have sidewalks. Neither 
vehicle yielded or slowed.

“It was almost like a contest to 
get past me,” Lyon said. He said 
if  he stuck his hand out he would 
have hit the car.

“Now I know somebody could 
say, ‘Well you could walk down-
town or even drive downtown to 
begin to run’,” Lyon said. “I’m a 
citizen of  downtown, I shouldn’t 
have to do that.”

Speaking to the town’s Board 
of  Mayor and Aldermen during 
their meeting Monday night, 
Lyon asked the town’s leaders to 
consider installing sidewalks 
along that stretch of  East Main 
and to find a way to reduce 
vehicle speed, whether that’s 
through additional speed bumps, 
signage or lights.

Normally, there are speed 
tables along that section of  road, 
but they were removed for a 
repaving project — leaving only a 

JONESBOROUGH

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

One of the residents at Monday’s 
meeting voiced safety concerns about 
the intersection at East Main, Spring 
and Boone streets.

See K-8, Page A2

See GRANTED, Page A2

See JONESBOROUGH, Page A2

Pfizer seeking 
OK for all adults 
to get booster. A8
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