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Beginning Monday, members of  
the public will be allowed inside the 
Johnson City Public Library for the 
first time in more than a year.

The library will begin a phased 
reopening of  its building at 100 W. 
Millard St. with limited hours and 
services.

STARTING A NEW SCHEDULE
Library hours will be 11 a.m. to 

6 p.m. weekdays, and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Curbside 
pickup will continue during those 
same hours.

Officials say the library will be 
open to as many as 50 people at a 
time to browse the shelves and 
check out materials. Computers will 
also be available for 20-minute ses-
sions.

In keeping with Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 

guidelines, masks will be required 
of  everyone while in the building.

Toys, games and seating areas will 
not be available until further notice, 
and all events will continue to be 
online.

The Friends of  the Library is also 
hosting an expanded and ongoing 
book sale in the library’s Polly 
Peterson Room.

PEOPLE RETURNING TO THE LIBRARY

The library held a soft opening 

with friends and family members on 

Wednesday, which Library Director 

Julia C. Turpin said will help her 

staff  “work out the kinks” before 

Monday’s official grand reopening.

“People have been excited and 

overjoyed to be back in the 

building,” Turpin said, noting that 

as many as 50 people had visited the 
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Johnson City Country 
Club's golf course is 
undergoing renovations 
at the 18th hole. Large 
greenside bunkers are 
being downsized and 
the shape of the area 
around the green is 
being changed. Five 
trees have been 
removed and a fairway 
bunker is being added. 
Turn to B1 for the story.
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 ‘Some of our teams were in tears because they just couldn't believe the community wasn't supporting them.’
LISA SMITHGALL, Ballad Health’s chief nursing executive

Ballad: We can’t take another surge

No, it isn’t    
a divot ... City: Don’t be bored; take 

a seat on a board instead
From staff reports

     
Johnson City is looking for 

people willing to help serve their 
community.

The City Commission is 
accepting applications for 

appointments to a series of  vol-
unteer boards and committees. 
The appointments are scheduled 
to be made in July.

Any citizen interested in 

JOHNSON CITY

Johnson City wants applicants for boards, committees

See SEAT, Page A2

Ballad Chief 
Operating Officer 

Eric Deaton told 
reporters 

Wednesday local 
vaccination 

numbers are 
falling, and the 
region still has 

“quite a ways to 
go” to reach herd 

immunity.
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With hospitalizations and cases 
increasing as vaccine demand slows, 
Ballad Health leaders say they are 
again seeing disturbing trends in 
regional COVID-19 data.

For the first time in two months, 

officials with the health system met 

with local media to deliver an update 

and to urge residents to follow pre-

cautions and seek out one of  the 

approved vaccines.

“Simply put, we really cannot take 

another surge like we’ve seen in the 

past,” said Chief  Operating Officer 

Eric Deaton. “Our health system was 

really strained before, and we’re very 
concerned that we cannot sustain 
another strain.”

Deaton said employees are starting 
to recover from the burnout they 
experienced when COVID-19 hospi-
talizations spiked to their highest 
point — more than 350 patients — 

Rising COVID numbers, positivity rates raising concerns

See SURGE, Page A2
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Washington 
still pace 
case counts 
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Northeast Tennessee reported 
146 new COVID-19 infections on 
Wednesday, with two-thirds of  
them in Sullivan (45) and 
Washington (52) counties.

The region’s test positivity con-
tinues to remain above the 
state’s. Wednesday’s 1,090 new 
tests in Northeast Tennessee had 
an 11.56 positivity rate; the state 
reported a 6.75% positivity rate.

Over the past week, Sullivan 
(295) and Washington (294) coun-
ties have reported nearly iden-
tical new case counts, and 
account for 60.5% of  the region’s 
new cases reported over that 
time. While Sullivan and 
Washington counties are the 
region’s most populous, their 
share of  the region’s new case 
load over the last week is slightly 
larger than their share of  the 
region’s population (56.1%).

Carter (127) and Hawkins (104) 
are the only other counties in the 

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

Northeast Tennessee 
reports 146 new cases

See CASE, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Off the shelf (at last)
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Roxie Farmer, 4, 
and Jack Farmer, 
7, read their books 
in the Johnson 
City Public 
Library youth 
department, 
which is 
undergoing 
remodeling.

After pandemic 
pause, library  
is reopening its 
doors Monday

See LIBRARY, Page A2
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A troop for everyone ...
A7

Extended 
membership Expect a lot 

  of ‘adapting 
   on the fly’. B1
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