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WASHINGTON COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The Washington County Election 
Commission is pushing for event space 
behind the Food City in Jonesborough 
to be designated as an early voting site 
in next year’s elections.

Election officials recommended that 

county commissioners lease The 
Heritage, 161 Molly Grayce Lane, when 
they met with members of  the County-
Owned Property Committee on Friday.

The joint session of  the two boards 
was called to explore options to 
Washington County renewing its lease 
of  the former Ole Towne Ace Hardware 
building at 220 N. 2nd Ave. in 
Jonesborough.

Washington County commissioners 
voted last month to ask for an exten-
sion of  the county’s expired lease on 
the former hardware building while 
Washington County Mayor Joe Grandy 
negotiates a possible option for the 
county to purchase the property.

The 10,700-square-foot building was 

Early voting could become 
‘Heritage’ event under plan

Splish, splash at Carver

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

The new splash pad at Carver Park is 

almost ready to open.
Recreation Services Manager Sam 

Miller said the splash pad is awaiting 
an evaluation by the Tennessee 
Department of  Environment and 
Conservation. After the splash pad 
receives its evaluation, it can move for-
ward with opening.

“We are confident that we will have a 

favorable evaluation,” Miller said.
In 2018, Johnson City’s Parks and 

Recreation Departmentwas awarded a 
$200,000 matching funds grant through 
the Local Parks and Recreation Fund 

Park’s new splash pad almost ready to open

The new splash 
pad at Carver 

Park was funded 
primarily by a 

$200,000 
matching funds 

grant awarded to 
Johnson City’s 

Parks and 
Recreation 

Department in 
2018.

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

By Mystery Diner

With spring now fully underway, 
and “Redbud Winter’s” whoopee 
cushion exhale of cold weather 
now just a memory, my dining 
partner and I have been working 
on making the green outdoors 
grow even greener.

Naturally, this involves trips to 
the garden center for mulch and 
sand by the skid-full, followed by 
a jaunt to the county Co-op in 
Jonesborough for some new 
fence posts to replace the win-
ter-worn ones on the South 

Meadow’s perimeter. All this lug-
ging and toting is hard on a body, 
especially one whose exposure to 
the outdoors has been through a 
plate glass window for the last 
nine months. Fortunately, exer-
cise is not only good for you, it 
makes you hungry, and the best 
way to handle your hunger can 
be found over at Rocky’s Pizza in 
Jonesborough.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Rocky’s Pizza is a well-known 

Rocky’s Pizza is worth the dough to go

MYSTERY DINER

Rocky’s makes their own pizza dough and tomato-based red sauce.Rocky’s ham and cheese sandwich

Works of nine graduating seniors 
being shown through end of April

East Tennessee State University’s Department 
of  Art and Design and the Reece Museum are 
presenting the “Spring 2021 BFA Senior 
Exhibition” now through April 30 featuring 
works by nine Bachelor of  Fine Arts students.

The ETSU Department of  Art and Design 
offers the Bachelor 
of  Fine Arts 
degree in both 
studio art and 
graphic design. 
Studio art seniors 
are William 
Arrowood, Camila 
Edye, Loki 
Gardner, Lindsey 
Goddard and Jess 
Uhl. Seniors in 
graphic design are 
Hank Collie, Haley 
McBrayer, Laura 
Rogers and Emilee 
Storie. All nine 
students will grad-
uate from ETSU in 
May.

• “Essential” is 
Arrowood’s look 
into the home improvement retail industry 
impacted by COVID-19. This exhibition is a pho-
tographic documentary of  retail workers’ daily 
struggles, such as enhanced safety measures, 
stock level, empty shelves and social distancing. 
Arrowood previously received a Presidential 
Purchase Award selection in the 2018 ETSU BFA 
Honor Show and will receive a BFA with an 
emphasis on photography.

• Collie created “No Place Like Home” as a 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic’s devasta-
tion of  the live music industry. Growing up in a 
musical family, Collie has witnessed first-hand 
the importance of  a relationship between artists 

BFA’s ‘Exhibition’ 
being displayed 
at Reece Museum

CONTRIBUTED/ETSU

Photo of Haley Keene’s “Obstacle Illusion” from the 2019 
BFA senior exhibit.

A portion of Jodie Strapp’s 
exhibit, “Secrets in These 
Mountains,” from the 2019 BFA 
senior exhibit. The 2021 exhibit 
is going on through April 30.
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