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Earthmoving work has begun at the 
site of  the Jonesborough K-8 school, 
which is under construction on a 
48-acre tract located at 720 N. Cherokee 
St., Jonesborough.

A groundbreaking ceremony will be 
held at the construction site at 
4 p.m.Tuesday. Officials from 
Washington County Schools, the 
County Commission and the town of  
Jonesborough will participate in the 
event.

Students from Jonesborough 
Elementary School also will be han-
dling ceremonial shovels at the 
groundbreaking.

The new school is being built by 
Jonesborough as part of  a lease-
to-own agreement with Washington 
County.

The facility is expected to cost $10 
million more than originally estimated, 
bringing the total construction cost to 

$42.75 million. BurWil Construction 
Inc. has been named the primary con-
tractor for the project.

The construction is being funded 
through a Rural Development loan that 
the town has secured from the U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture.

Town leaders and county school 
board members have approved the 
school’s design, which calls for the 
facility’s footprint to be reduced from 
around 150,000 square feet to 137,000 
square feet to help offset some of  the 
projected cost increase.

Ceremony set for Jonesborough school Tuesday
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Earthmoving machinery was at work last week at the site of Jonesborough’s new elementary school, which will be located at 720 N. Cherokee St.
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An artist’s rendering shows how the new Jonesborough school may look when it is completed.

Groundbreaking eventGroundbreaking event

Students from current school 
to have role along 
with government officials

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — A two-year effort to bring 
dependable drinking water to a section of  Stoney 
Creek where five cases of  E. coli have been expe-
rienced will reach a milestone on Tuesday.

The united 
effort by fed-
eral, state and 
local officials 
will be cele-
brated at the 
First Utility 
District offices 
on Tuesday, 
when state 
Sens. Jon 
Lundberg and 
Rusty Crowe 
and Rep. John 
Holsclaw will 
attend the con-
tract signing 
for the project 

to extend First Utility District of  Carter County 
waterlines to Dry Hollow.

Keith Bowers Sr., a member of  the utility dis-
trict’s board of  commissioners, said the Dry 
Hollow community once was served by an inde-
pendent water provider, but that system is not 
operating and the E. coli bacteria appeared in 
the small system a few years ago. The old water 
system is also not in compliance with current 
regulations.

Providing First Utility District water to Dry 
Hollow is the logical fix to the problem, but that 
costs money. The project would require about 
6,500 linear feet of  water line for First Utility 
District to serve the community.

To meet that cost, Carter County government 
leaders asked the First Tennessee Development 
District to assist the county in applying for a 
Community Development Block Grant under 
imminent threat funding.

Mayor Patty Woodby said Carter County 
received the grant for extending the utility dis-
trict’s lines to Dry Hollow. As with most CDBG 
grants, there was a requirement for matching 
funds. Woodby said the grant would provide a 

CARTER COUNTY

Dry Hollow 
to get water 
from First 
Utility District

JOHN THOMPSON/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

First Utility District Commissioner 
Keith Bowers Sr. and Carter County 
Mayor Patty Woodby look forward to 
the start of project for Dry Hollow 
residents threatened with E. coli.

Project won’t require thousands 
in matching funds to get started

MYSTERY DINER

I’ve known Kingsport restaura-
teur Raffaele Misciagnia since 
the mid-1990s, having been a reg-
ular customer of  his sadly 
missed restaurant from the 
former Fort Henry Mall’s 
heyday.

I’ve also taken clients, family 
and friends to Giuseppe’s, the 
restaurant property with which 
he and his brother Michael 
dominate Kingsport’s Stone 
Drive.

From that time to this I had 
never once dined at Raffaele’s; 
that is, until the dine-around 
bunch and I were in Colonial 
Heights and my dining partner 
pointed at the restaurant’s sign 
while giving me an arch look and 
asking “How about we eat there 
tonight?”

Well, why not?

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Raffaele’s Italian Cuisine is 

located three stoplights north of  
Interstate 81’s junction with 

Tenn. Highway 36, the Fort 
Henry Drive exit. Turn right at 
the light, and Raffaele’s is the 
second storefront on your right. 

There is plenty of  parking out 
front and easy access to the 
restaurant’s front door.

Inside Raffaele’s you will find 
the cashier counter and car-
ry-out fronting a compact and 
very busy kitchen behind it. On 
your right is the maitre’d station 
with access into the 80-seat 
dining area, with restrooms fur-
ther along. Décor is “low-key 

Italian,” with curtained and free-
standing divider walls providing 
a comfortable “snugness” to an 
otherwise “open” front dining 
room.

THE ORDER
Serving as Misciagnia’s very 

efficient and friendly “Front of  

Good memories return with stop 
at Raffaele’s in Colonial Heights

The chicken and broccoli entrée was quite good, the broccoli adding a slightly 
bitter note to the mushroom in the white wine sauce reduction that held the 
chicken and the penne pasta.

Owner has long history of serving Kingsport area
Mushroom brie soup

Raffaele’s side 
salad

CONTRIBUTED/
MYSTERY DINER

See WATER, Page A2

See DINER, Page A2
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